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SPECIAL SESSION.

[SENATE.]

Ex. Doc.
No. 6:

REPORT
OF

THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR1
COllfMUNICA. TING,

In further compliance wi'.th a resolution ef the Senate, certain papers in
relation to tlte Mexican Boundary Commission.

MARCH
MARCH

22, 1853.-Referred to the Select Committee on the subject, and ordered to be printed.
23, 1853.-0rdered that 2,000 additional copies be printed for the use of the Senate.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,

Washington, March 21, 1853.

Srn: On the 14th ultimo my predecesf-or, in answer to a resolution
of the Senate of the 10th, calling for "copies of any papers or reports
relating to the Mexican boundary commission, and particularly a report from the commissioner, which may have ,b een received here since
his last communication to the Senate upon the subject of said commission," transmitted the report of Mr. Commissioner Bartlett, dated the
7th ultimo, and stated that the residue would be sent as soon as the
copies were made.
·
'~he papers selected as being embraced hy the resolution have been
copied, and I now have the honor to communicate them to the Senate
herewith.
·
I am, sir, with much respect, your obedient servant,
R. McCLELLAND,
Secretary.
Hon. D. R. ATCHISON,
President ef the Senate.

WASHINGTON, February 14, 1853.
Sm: The estimate this day submitted will give a very precise idea
of the quantity of work remaining to be done on the Rio Grande; but
a specific account of what has been accomplished is requested in your
letter of the 9th instant, and is also proper to be made, as a record of
the operations of the joint commission up to this date.
On arriving at Frontera -and taking charge of the operations of the
commission in that quarter, in November, 1861, I ,found my predecessor in the act of erecting an observatory at that point. I was also
specially informed by him that no satisfactory determinations had been
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made at that or at any point on the river below; nor was there a trace
or a note left me of any observations having been made there or else,vhere, except of the point derermined by you and Lieutenant Whipple
as the initial point on the river, in latitude 32° 22'.
I found two parties engaged in the survey of the river, under the
orders of Colonel Graham-one having commenced two months preceding my arrival, at the point 32° 22', on the river; and the other having commenced a week or ten days preceding my arrival at Frontera.
The first had nearly reached Frontera; and the other was met by me
opposite El Paso, having completed about eight miles. This was
the state of the work as I found it.
I immediately completed the erection of the observatory at Frontera,
which I took charge of in person; established another at San Elizario,
under the direction of Lieutenant Smith; and detached Lieutenant
Michler, with two parties, to establish an observatory at Eagle Pass,
and to commence the survey of the river upwards from that point. At
the same time, the two surveying parties found in the field were reinforced and re-equipped, and reinstructed to push the survey with all
despatch consistent with a due regard to accuracy. This was in midwinter, the ground covered with snow; and, as the official correspondence already shows, with not a dollar at my command. From
that time until the 15th of November-when the work was virtually
suspended-the survey was pressed under every disadvantage; and
with what sue ss, will be shown by the following summary of results:
1. Th po itions of Frontera and San Elizario were determined in
latitucl , and their positions in longitude determined by observations
runnincr through four lunations; and the stations, tocrether with the
astr n mical tation of Mr. alazar, at El Paso, conne~ted together by
fl~hes-1:h co1:1bined ??sei:vation~ fm;:-ning, probably, the best determm d g ogr h1cal pos1t10n m the mtenor of the continent.
2. Th po ~ition of the Canon, one hundred miles below San Elizario,
was laborut 1y determined by me, aud connected with San Elizario
by fla h .
3. Th Pr idio del Norte was determined by me elaborately, in
latitud and loncritud .
'
4. The 1 tiLud of Eagle Pass was determined by Lieutenant Michler, the longitude by myself:
5. The _position of Lor~do was determined by me, (nearly,) and
?bservaton s rected at Rmgg ld barracks, ready to set up the great
mstruments, wh n the work was suspended.
·
6. Various intermediate points were determined in latitude by the
extant, and the approximate longitude by the' passage of chronometers.
7. The survey of the rjver from El Paso to the Presidio del Norte,
was compl ted by assistant Von Rippel.
. The s_urvey of the river from Eagle Pass to Loredo, under the·
order of Lieutenant Michler.
9. The urv y of the river from Eagle Pass to the mouth of the
Pecos, by as i tant chott.
10. The urv y of the river from Presi<lio del Norte to Fort Vincente,
by assistant M. T. W, Chandler.
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The. r'es;rvey of the river from Frontera to 3:- 0 22', by·principal
assistant Charles Radziminski.
·
An examinatio·n of the notes of this survey originally made, an'd the
attempt to plot them, showed them insufficient and i11:ac_curate. In
stating. the necessity of making this resurvey, I wish d1stmctly to be
understood as casting n.o reflection on my predecessor, who, I have no
doubt, would have done the same thing himself; and who, if my recollection serves me, expressed doubts of its sufficiency._ I orde~ed the
resurvey with reluctance, knowing that I was touching on dispute~
ground, with which I desired, in its then condition, not to touch; but 1t
occurred to me-and I think the judgment sound-that if any weight
or consideration could be attached to commencing the survey at that
point, the consequences, if any, had already been incurred, and that it
was to the best interest of the government, if it made any survey at all,
to make a correct one.
All the work enumerated from 1 to ll, has been examined by my~·
self or by an officer of topographical engineers, and may· be considered
as admissible, except that in the 10th section, which has not yet been
received; and I have delayed this statement in hopes that the assistant
in charge, and in possession of the notes, would arrive, to afford me the
opportunity of doing so. One of the sub-assistants of that party, who
took an efficient part in the survey, has arrived, however, and I am
induced to think the work, as far as it went, will be acceptable.
.
This section, the most difficult on the work, was intended to reach
to the mouth of the Pecos, and connect with that of assistant Schott at
that point; but, from causes "\vhich could not be avoided-the accidental destruction of the boats, and the impassable character of the ground
on the banks of the river-the party broke down at Fort Vincente; and
at the moment of preparing a refit, intelligence was received which
suspended the work.
So, then, with the exception of this distance between Fort Vincente
and the mouth of the Pecos, about one hundred miles, which has been
reconnoitred and presents no difficulties in its execution, the work is
completed to Loredo. Besides which, observatories have been erected
at Ringgold barracks, and most of the materials fOllected and in place
for the final observatory at the mouth of the river. Jt was contemplated, and I _think with reason, that six months more of uninterrupted
labor would have completed the field-work.
.
I ma~e no note here of the surveys made inc~dentally, suc_h as t~e
reconnaissance of the road by the way of Corahtas to the P1rnos v.11lages, by assistants Ingraham and Parry ; the reconnaissance of the
route on the parallel of 31 ° 43', as far as Lake Guzman, by assistant
Gardner; of the opening, by myself, of a wagon road from Presidio
del Norte to the San Antonio road, by which the distance to and from
Cbihuahua is reduced six hundred miles; and the reconnaissances
made on the Mexican side, and the opening of a more direct road from
El P3:so to the Presidio del Norte; and of the survey and barometria
levellmgs of the road from San Antonio to El Paso. Nor is it a fit
occasion to ~ote the vast amount of materials collected by me, and1:
under my orders, in geology, botany, and zoology, further than to say
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we have collected sufficient to illustrate completely the physical geography of the zone of country extending along the boundary, from the
initial point, on the Pacific, to near the mouth of the Rio del Norte, on
the Gulf of Mexico.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
.
W. H. EMORY, Brei:et Ma1or,
Chief Astr. and Surveyor, Boundary Commission.
JOHN

R.

Esq.,
U. S. Commissioner.

BARTLETT,

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,

Washington City, June 12, 1852.
SIR: Major Geo. F, Bartlett reached this city on the 10th instant,
and handed to me your letter of the 21st April last, informing me of
the arrest of Lt. Tillinghast, the quartermaster of the Mexican bound~ry
commission, and another dated the 20th of the same month, enclosmg
a duplicate of your communication of the 18th of April, which had been
sent me via Santa Fe, and which, with that dated the 12th of April, I
had received on the 5th instant.
I am gratified to learn from Major Bartlett, as well as from letters
previously received from you, that the operations connected with the
survey of that section of the line now under your immediate charge
are progr ssing with so much energy and success.
I ad<lr ~ you to-day in much haste, in order that you may be advised
of the view of the department with respect to sue h matters only as seem
to require prompt action, intending, in the course of a few days, to
communicate with you at lengtb in regard to the general affairs of the
commi:;sion. Mr. Bartlett, the commissioner, and Lt. Whipple, were
still at an Diego, California, on the 30th of April last; but by a despatch of that date, received from the commissioner on the 5th instant,
I learned that he exp cte<l to start for El Paso in the course of two or
three days, an<l it is therefore probable that shortly after the receipt by
you of this commun?cati n he will have joined you.
The new organization proposed in your communication of the 11th
March last, is a matter of such detail as to render it inexpedient for the
department to give it its uncon<litional approval. Every confidence is
felt, however, in your energy, ability and discretion, and i.t is the wish,
as it has beeµ the constant aim of the department, to reduce the force
and expenses of the commission as much as the prompt and faithful
execution of the work will adrn it. In the absence of the commissioner,
you are, therefore, authorized to make such reduction of the number of
the employes, and such disposition of the force retained, as to you may
seem expedient and proper; such reorganization to be subject, however,
to such further changes or modifications as the commissioner and yourself
may agree upon when he shall join you.
In the absence of the commissioner, you, as the surveyor and chief
astronom r, will be held responsible for the proper conduct of the work,
and full authority is therefore vested in you to superintend, direct, and
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control all matters connected with the survey, except in such as the
commissioner alone, under the treaty, can act.
I am informed by Major Bartlett that he has procured . and entered
into contract for the transportation of 3,000 ratio:rffi, to h·s delivered at
Presidio del Norte ~ the 1st of August next; and that should other
provisions be needed at El Paso, or before you reach the Presidio del
Norte, they can be obtained of Capt. A. W. Bowman, commissary at
Fort Fillmore, as heretofore.
The deficiency bill has not yet passed both houses of Congress; and
as the last appropriation has long since been entirely exhausted, it is·
not in the power of the department to fill your requisitions of the 9th
and ll th of April last, amounting to $46,000, nor to supply you with
any portion thereof at present.
·
Until the arrival of the commissioner, you are authorized to draw upon
the department, from time to time, for such sums as may be indispensably
necessary to carry on the operations in your charge, and they will be
paid on presentation, provided the appropriation shall have been then
made, of which there is. but little doubt;. but as there are a number of
drafts and debts remaining (the precise amount of which is not known)
to- be paid when the appropriation is made, you should not exercise
this authority to draw upon the department except in extreme cases,
where it cannot be avoided.
_I have this day informed the Secretary of War that the services of
Lieut. Tillinghast are no longer needed in connexion with the Mexican
boundary survey, so that he may be ordered to join his regiment.
You are· at liberty, therefore, to assign his duties to Mr. Edward Ingraham, as suggested in your letter of the 18th of April last, unless a more
advantageous arrangement can, in your opinion, be made.
I enclose herewith a separate letter, authorizing you to draw upon
the department, and have directed a duplicate of the same to Presidio
del Norte, according to your request. .
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ALEX. H. H. STUART,
Secretary.
Brevet Major W. H. EMORY,
U. S. Surv. and Chief Astr. M. B. S., El Paso, Texas.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,

Washington, June 11, 1862.
Brevet Major Wm. H. Emory, chief astronomer and surveyor, attached to the United States commission for the survey and demarcation
of t~e boundary line between the United ·States and the republic of
Mexico, has authority to draw upon this department, from time to time,
for such sums as he may need in the operations under his charge.
ALEX. H. H. STUART,
Secretary of the Interior.
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THE INTERIOR,
June 22, 1852.
Srn: In answer to a resolution of the Senate of the 11th instant,
which you referred
this department on the J 2th, I have the honor to
report that Mr. A. B. Gray, the surveyor originally ppointed, pursuant
to the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, to run and mark the boundary line
between the United States and Mexico, was requested by letter from
this department, dated the 31st October last, for reasons therein stated,
to affix his signature to such papers as were necessary for the final settlement of the initial point on the Rio Grande as previously determined
upon by the joint commission; and that it having shortly thereafter
be~n deemed expedient to relieve Mr. Gray, and devolve his duties
upon Major Emory, the chief astronomer, similar instructions were
given to him.
In obedience to the resolution of the Senate, I have the honor to
transmit herewith copies of these instructions, which are the only ones
given by this department touching the said initial point.
l have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ALEX. H. H. STUART,
Secretary.
To the PRESIDENT.
OF

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,

Washington, July 20, 1852.
Sm: On the 19th of March last, the Senate of the United States

adopted a resolution in the following words:
" That the Secretary of the Interior be directed to report as soon as
practicable to the Senate" 1st. Copies of all instructions given to the commissioner appointed
to run and mark the boundary line between the United States and
Mexico, together with all correspondence in relation to said boundary
not yet submitted to the Senate.
"2d. The number and names of persons employed upon said work.
"3d. The amount of money disbursed, and the manner in which expended, by the present commissioner.
"4th. The probable amount of money necessary to finish said work."
I thought it could not have been the intention of the Senate, or of the
mover of the resolution, to require the department again to send to the
Senate the instructions to the commissioner which had already been
communicated and printed, and that it was very likely many papers
were on file relating to the subject of the boundary which were not
really intended to be called for by the resolution, the copying of which
would involve much labor and useless expense, and I accordingly addressed a note to the honorable senator from California who moved the
re ~lutio~, suggesting the propriety of calling at the department and
de 1gnatmg such of the papers as it was his intention to embrace by the
resolution.

. r~hat senator, adoptino my suggestion, cr1.lled at the dep:1.rtment and
mdicated the papers which he desired. They were copied as soon as
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the other pressing business before the department would permit, and I
now have the ho or to submit them to the Senate.
The number and names of persons employed on the work cannot
possibly be stated at present. Since the reorganization of the rommission in this city in the summer of 1850, changes have been continually
taking place by removal, resignation, or reduct~on of force~ with a view
to economise as much as possible the fonds appropriated for the work.
Despatches just received from Major Emory, the present surveyor
and chief astronomer, inform me that he has still further and materially
reduced that portion of the commission under his charge, but does not
state whose services have been discontinued.
·
As to the amount of money disbursed, and the manner in which expended, by the pres~nt commissioner, a report from the Fifth Auditor
of the Treasury has been called for, and will be communicated to the
Senate as soon as received.
It is believed that the sum asked and appropriated to meet deficiencies
for the past fiscal year, and that asked in the general estimates submitted at the commencement of the present session of Congress for the
current :fiscal year, being together $200,000, will complete the enti,,e
field-work of the survey.
· Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ALEX. H. H. STUART,
Hon.

W,

Secretary.

R.

KING,

President of the Seruzte.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,

Washington; July 24, 1852.
Sm: I have the honor to return, herewith, the letter to you from the
senators and representatives in Congress from the State of Texas,
respecting the boundary line between the United States and Mexico
w~ere it strikes the Rio Grande, which you referred to me on the 29th
ultimo for perusal and return, in order that it might be laid before -the
Secretary of State.
In compliance with your request that I would report to you whet_her
the statements contained in that letter, alleging an error in the establishment of the initial point referred to, are true, I have the honor to state
as follows:
·
_The first paragraph of the 5th article of the treaty of Guadalupe
H1dalgo declares, that "the boundary line between the two repubhr::s
s~all commence in the Gulf of Mexico, three leagues from land, opposite the mouth of the Rio Grande, otherwise called Rio Bravo del Norte,
or opposite the mouth of its deepest branch, if it should have more than
one branch emptying directly into the sea; from thence up the middle
of that river, following the deepest channel, where it has more than one,
to the point where it strikes the southern boundary of New Mexico;
.thence westwardly along the whole southern boundary of New Mexico
(which runs north of the town called Paso) to its western termination;
thence northward along the western line of New Mexico, until it inter1
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sects the first branch of the river Gila; (or if it should not intersect
any branch of that river, then to the point 011 the seed line nearest to
such branch, and thence in a direct :line to the same;) thence down the
middle of said branch and of the said river, until it empties into the
Rio Colorado; thence across the Rio Colorado, fo1lowing the division
line between Opper and Lower California, to the Pacific ocean."
The second paragraph says, that "the southern and western limits
of New Mexico, mentioned in this article, are those laid down in the
map entitled ' Map of the United .Mexican States, as organized and dr:fined
by ·various acts of Congress of said republic, and constructed according to
the best authorities; revised edition, published at New York, in 1847, by
J. Disturnell ;' ohvhich map a copy is added to this treaty."
The third paragraph prescribes the manner in which the two governments shall proceed to ascertain and establish upon the ground landmarks showing the limits of both countries, in these words : "In order
' to designate the boundary line with due precision upon authoritative
maps, and to establish upon the ground landmarks which shall show
the limits of both republics as described in the present article, the two
governments shall each appoint a commission~r and a surveyor, who,
before the expiration of one year from the date of the exchange of ratifications of this treaty, shall meet at the port of San Diego, and proceed to run and mark the said boundary 'in its whole course to the
mouth of the Rio Bravo clel Norte. They shall keep journals and make
out plans of their operations ; and the result agreed upon by them
shall be deemed a part of this treaty, and shall have the same force as
if it were inserted therein. The two governments will amicably agTee
regar<ling what may be necessary to these persons, and also as to their
respective escorts, should such be necessary." This article of the
treaty concludes as follows: "The boundary line established by this
article shall be religiously respected by each of the two republics, and
no change shall ever be made therein, except by the express and free
consent of both nations, lawfully given by the general government of
each, in conformity with its own constitution."
It will thus be seen that the initial point on the Rio Grande was
required to be fixed at the place where the southern boundary of New
Mexico strikes that river, and that the line should run thence westwardly along the whole southern boundary of New Mexico. The
point where the southern boundary of New Mexico strikes the Rio
Grande not being marked upon the earth's surface, it had to be determined by its relative position to other places. It .seems to be thought
that, because the treaty refers to tqe southern boundary of New Mexico
as running" north of the town called Paso," the commissioners must
necessarily be guided by that place, and :iscertain the distance between
El Paso and the outht;rn boundary of New Mexico according to the
scale of th map, :md just so far north of El Paso establish upon the
ground the initial point of bounclnry.
The fir. t m eting of the joint commission at El Paso was held on the
3d day of Dec mber, 1 50. The known errors in Disturnell's map
app •ar to ha e given rise at once to prolonaed
discussions between the
0
two comm1· ~1oner
·
·
, which
created serious appreh nsions that they
would not be able to agree respecting the southern boundary of New
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Mexico at nll. It was known that El Paso, instead of being above the
32d parallel of north latitude, as represented on the map, :-vas really in
latitude about 31 ° 45', being near thirty miles south of its ~uppos~d
position; and also that it was not correctly placed as to longitude, its
true position being more than 2° west of that represented by the map.
The commi~sioners did not foel that they were confined to El Paso as
a starting point, but regarded the reference in the treaty to that place
as simply intended to declare that the line should not be so :stablished
as to include El Paso within the territory acquired by the Umted States,
and they therefore preferred taking some point which was known to be
correctly laid down on the map, and measure therefrom by the scale of
the map th~ distance to the southern boundary of New Mexico. The
.treaty map embraced the southern portion of the United States, and
the commissioners found that the 32d parallel of latitude was correctly
placed on the map, by the fact that it intersected the city of Savanpah,
in the State of Georgia, (or very nearly so,) the true latitude of which
was known. Connected with th~ difficulty of ascertaining and agreeing upon the true latitude of the southern boundar'.)r of New Mexico was
the question raised by the Mexican commissioner as to the extent which
that boundary ran west. By the map it is represented as being about
!hree degrees in length. The Mexican commissioner proposed fixing
its western extremity by taking its longitude. To this the American ·
~oI?missioner would not consent, inasmuch as that point, when placed
m its position on a correct map, would give the United States but half
a degree for the southern boundary of New Mexico, instead of three
degrees, or "the whole southern boundary" according to the map. Gen.
Conde was also desirous of fixing the initial point on the Rio Grande
first, which, according .,. to the map, is stated to be in latitude about
32° ~O'. The American commissioner assented to this, provided the
Mexican commissioner would, at the same time, ag;ree to the three
?ewees as the extent of the southern boundary of New Mexico, and
rnsisted that they shbuld go together. It was accordingly agreed that
t~e two principal astropomers should measure on the treaty map the
d1s_tance above the 32d parallel of north latitude, where the Hio Gra~de
strikes the southern boundary of New Mexico, and at the same time
measure the entire length of that boundary from that point to its western termination. By this mode it was ascertained that the southern
boundary of New Mexico strikes the Rio Grande at 32° 22' north lati·tude, and it was so decided and agreed upon by the commissioners;
an~ on the 24th of April, 1851, it was formally and publicly procla1med by the joint commission there assembled to be the initial point
of boundary between the two republics, and monuments were then
erected to mark the spot.
·
It seems also to be supposed that the assent of the surveyor appointed
by each government was necessary to the establishment of the line,
and .therefore that the initial point has not been so definitively and conclus1 vely fixed as to preclude the government of the United States from
now giving instructions to its commissioner on the subject. That Mr.
Bu~hanan, who, as Secretary of State, gave the first instructions on the
~1:1bJ?Ct of the boundary, did not so regard it, is manifest, I think, from
bis mstructions to commissioner Weller; and it certainly has never
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been so regarded by this department; and all the instructions from the
Depa rtment of State, as well as from this department, giving the views
of the government respecting the boundary line, have uniformly been
.addressed to the commissioner, as he alone is recognised as possessed
of diplomatic or judicial powers. The surveyor is regarded as simply
a ministerial officer, appointed to execute the dicisions of the joint commission. He can by no fair construction, in my judgment, be regarded
as invested with power to overrule the judicial action of the commissioners. Before giving the instructions to Mr. Gray, l felt it to be due
to the Secretary of State to make known to him my construction of the
treaty upon this point, and his opinion entirely accorded with my own.
This seems also to be the view taken by the Mexican government; for
after the death of General Conde the offices of commissioner and surveyor were, by that government, united in one and the same person.
The agreement of the joint commission as to the initial point and
southern boundary of New Mexico was made in December, 1850; and
the preliminary surveys having been subsequently made, the joint commission, on the 24th of April, 1851, as before stated, assembled on the
ground to erect the monuments which should mark the spot. Mr. Gray,
the United States surveyor, not being present, (he not having joined· the
United States commissioner until the 19th of July,) and it being required
by the original instructions to the commissioner to have maps, &c., execut~d showing the line, and the country through which it should pass,
and signed by the commissioner and surveyor, it became necessary to
appoint an acting surveyor, which Mr. Bartlett did, with the sanction
and approval of the Mexican commissioner, in order that the survey
might not be delayed in con~equence of the absence of Mr. Gray.
t:,uch being the construction put upon the treaty, and such being the
facts, it was the duty of surveyor Gray, as it was the right of the
department to instruct him, to authenticate by his signature the neces- ,
Sary maps and papers to show the line which has been agreed upon by
the joint commission prior to his reaching the commissioner. These
paperE had, it is believed, been authenticated at. the time by Lieutenant
Whipple, who was then acting as surveyor, and also as chief astronomer; but as the treaty required that the surveyor, as well as the commissioner, should be appointed by the government, it was deemed prudent to have them authenticated by the actual surveyor also, in order
to guard against any question being hereafter raised as to the regularity
and legality of the proceedings.
It is possible that, had the joint commission taken El Paso as a
guiding point, and fixed the initial point as far north of that town as
the map represents it to be, more territory might have been acquired;
but to this the Mexican commissioner objected; and had the United
States commissioner insisted upon it, it is very probable that the Mexican commis ion r would not have consented to the three degrees of
1on~tude a the ext nt of the southern boundary of New Mexico,
which would liave re ulted ith r in a failure to run the line at all, or
in t~c lo._ of the valm, ble gold and copp r mines, and an extent of
t ·r!,t"r~ mu ·h gr_ ater than that now said to he lost by fixing the initial
pnmt a 32~ 22', rnst ~ad of about eiaht mil . abov El Pa o. Other
phi · s bid <lown up n the map might hav been taken as the guiding
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point. Some of them, it is said by the commissioner, are corre~tly
laid down-San Elizario, for instance-and some not, and others c_annot be found upon the ground at all. The point indicated by the map
as the southern boundary of New Mexico may possibly be among those
places which are correctly given; but the joint commission, knowing
that the 32d paral1el of latitude was correctly laid down on the map,
and that El Paso was not, deemed it as proper to take that parallel as
the starting point as any other, and more in accordance with the con-ciliatory and equitable deportment enjoined upon Commissioner Weller
by Mr. Secretary Buchanan.
Had the joint commission measured on the treaty map the distance
from San Elizario to the point indicated as the southern boundary of
New Mexico, and established the initial point at that exact distance, in
the proper direction, the same result would have been reached as was
obtained by measuring from the 32d parallel of latitude. With regard
to the power of the government of the United States now to instruct its
commissioner to recede from and repudiate the line as thus agreed
upon and fixed, it is my opinion that such course is incompatible with
the terms of the treaty, becau·se it declares that the result agreed upon
by the commissioners shall be deemed a part of the treaty itself, and
shall not be altered without the express and free consent of both nations
!awfolly given by the general government of each, in conformity with
its own constitution. I send herewith a letter and accompanying maps
addressed to me by Mr. Bartlett on this subject, and respectfully request that they may be returned when no longer needed.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ALEX. H. H. STUART,
Secretary.
To the PRESIDENT.

DEPART ME NT OF THE INTERIOR,

Wasltington, July 2G, 1852.
Sm=. I have the honor to submit the following report in reply ~o the
r esolut10n of the Senate of 11th ultimo, which you referred to this dep artment on the 12th.
The treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, after describing the propos~d
boundaries between the United States and Mexico, declared that "m
or~er to designate the boundary line with due precision, upon. authoritative _m aps, and to establ,ish upon the ground landmarks which ~h all
show the limits of both republics, as described in the present art1ele,
the two governments shall each appoint a commissioner and a surveyor,
w ho, before the expiration of one vear from the <late of the exchange
of ratifications of this treaty, shall meet at the port of San Diego, and
proceed to run and mark the said boundary in its whole course to tbe
mouth of the Rio Bravo del Norte. They shall keep journals and make
out plans of their operations ; and the result agreed upor:i. by them shall
b e dt>emed a part of this treaty, and shall have the same force as· if it
were inserted therein." In reorganizing the commission in the summ er of 1860, in pursuance of the provisions of the treaty, Mr. John R.
w
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Bartlett was appointed commissioner on the part or"the United States.

Mr. Gray had previously been appointed the surveyor. The first meeting of the commissioners of the two govern,ments at El Paso took place
on the 3d day of December, 1850. After protracted discussions between the commissioners, they finally agreed that the true point of intersection was in latitude 32° 22', and proceeded at once to mark it by
a suitable m_o nument as the initial point, from which the line should be
run westward. Mr. Gray, the surveyor, not having arrived at El Paso
at that time, Lieutenant Whipple was designated by Mr. Bartlett, with
the consent of the Mexican commissioner, as acting surveyor, to co-operate with the surveyor on the part of Mexico until the arrival of Mr.
Gray. During the time he was thus performing the duties of surveyor,
the agreement between the commissioners was reduced to writing and
signed by them respectively, and also by the Mexican surveyor, and
Lieutenant Whipple as acting surveyor. Upon the arrival of Mr. Gray,
it was deemed expedient by the commissioner that he should also authenticate the agreement in regard to the initial point by his sjgnature,
so as to a void any difficulty which might by possibility be raised as to
the authority of a surveyor appointed, in any other manner than that
indicated by the treaty, to perform that duty. Mr. Gray, however, declined to sign the agreement, and that fact was reported to this department. A communication was then addressed to Mr. Gray, a copy of
,vhich is hP-rewith enclosed, requesting him to '' remove the only obstac1e
which now exists to the completion of this branch of the work, by affixing your (his) signature to the requisite papers." Doubts have been
expressed whether, under the treaty, the power to fix and mark the
boundary line is givrn to the commissioners alone, or to them in conjunction with the surveyors. Its language is supposed by some to be
broad enough to bear the latter construction; but I am of the opinion that
according to the true intent and meaning of the treaty, the diplomatic
power is confided to the commissioners alone, and that the surveyors
are mere ministerial agents to run and mark the line as agreed on by
the commissioners. This opinion is founded not only upon a consideration of the appropriate functions of commissioners and surveyors, but
upon the general usage in such cases, and the construction which has
been uniformly given to this treaty, by both governments, from the
time of its ratification until the difliculty arose in regard to the initial
point on the Rio Grande. The instrucrions of this government (and I
doubt not those from the government of Mexico also) have always been
given to the commissioners alone, and not to the commissioners and
surveyors conjointly. The commissioners have al ways held their
meeting.~ and conclucte<l th ir discus ions apart from the surveyors,
ancl I am not awure that the surveyors have ever claimed any right to
participate in tho ·e deliberations, and much less to exercise a supervi. ory power over them. It is proper also that I should ad<l, that although
I had no doubt a ~ to the oundness of this construction of the treaty, I
deem <~ it prop r, before giving the instructions to the surveyor, to bring
thc_~uhJect to the attention of the ecretary of State, and that his opinion
ntm~ y ac: ·orcle with my own.
. In rn; ~1udcrmC'nt t~. commi':' ioners. alone had the power to decide
11 he J.> mt~ of a political or d1 !Jlomatic character ; and after they bad
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decided them, the functions of the surveyors commenced, which were,
to measure and mark the lines on the surface of the earth. The authentication of the papers by their signatures was not to indicate their
approbation of the principles settled by the commissioners, but to attest
the genuineness of the documents, which were to be filed among the
archives of the two governments. That the Mexican government so
understood the treaty, is evident from the fact that since the death of
General Conde, the original commissioner, the double duties of commissioner and surveyor have been devolved on Mr. Salazar. But if
this view should be held to be incorrect, and that under the true construction of the treaty the commissioners and surveyors were invested
.with equal power in determining the political questions involved, and
that the fou,r constituted a board authorized to decide all questions in
issue in regard to the boundary, I think it will still be found that th~
instruction was properly given to Mr. Gray to sign the agreement.
There is no principle of law better settled than that, where a public
authority is given to a joint commission to act in regard to any matter
referred to them, the decision of the majority is binding on the whole;
and in this case three of the four having concurred in fixing the initial
point as designated in the written convention, and signing the agreement
to that effect, it was conclusive upon the two countries; and it was not
c~nn:retent for the fourth member of the ·comrnis~ion, by withholding
h1s signature, to invalidate the action of the board. In either aspect of
the cas_e I considered the instruction to the surveyor to sign the pDpers
to be nght and proper, and I felt no hesitation in giving it. After the
recall ?f Mr. Gray, bis duties having been devolved on Major Emory,
the chief astronomer, similar instructions were given to him under date
of November 4, 1851, a copy f which is herewith enclosed. These
are all the instructions which have been given by the department in
regard to the said initial point.
·
·
I am, sir, &c.,
ALEX. H. H. STUART, Secretary.
To the PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED
STATES.
.

.

DEPARTMENT

THE INTERIOR,
July 31, 1852.
Sm: Brevet Major Wm. H. Emory, the surveyor and chief astronomer of the United States and Mexican boundary survey, has drawn a requisition upon this department for supplies of provisions for his surveying parties now engaged on the Rio G_rande. Those requested t9 be
sent to the Presidio del Norte you have obtained and forwarded, in
compliance with his letter of instructions to you of the 20th April last.
As Major Emory was not aware of the probability of the commissioners
being at El Paso some time during the coming month, I do not deem
it necessary to send those required for that point at present. The three
thousand rations, however, which he requests may be sent to Eagle
Pass, and the five thousand required by hnn at-Fort Brown, opposite
. Matamoras, will be furnished; ~nd as you have had much experience in
regard to the ~acilities and expense
transporta~i~n, a~d the cost and

?f
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nature of the supplies needed, having acted as com.missary to the ~o~mission, I request that you will purchase the provisions called for and
make arrangements for their delivery at the two points named, by the
time the surveying parties will need them. Of this your own experience
and know ledge of the situation and resources of the several parties will
best enable you to judge. For this purpose you are hereby appointed
a special agent of this department; your compensation to be fixed hereafter, but not to exceed that heretofore allowed you as commissary.
The heavy expenses of the commission render it extremely desirable
that you should make these purchases upon the most favorable terms to
the government, and the strictest economy is, therefore, enjoined upon
you. You will confine your purchases to such articles as have heretofore been furnished for the use of the commission, and _you wm report
thereof to this department.
·
The sum of $3,000 will be advanced to you, for which you will be
held aceountable.
I am, sir,. &c.,
ALEX. H. H. STUART,
Secretary.
Major GEo. F. BARTLETT,
Washington, D. C.

DEPARTMEN'J!' OF THE- INTERIOR,

Washington, .August 17, 1852.
Sm : In the conversation which I harl with you a few days ago, I explained, to sorrie extent, the reasons
ich had induced me to recall
Col. James D. Graham from the Mexican boundary commission. But
as I find great pains have been taken to mislead the public mmd on that
subject, and to create the impression that he was recalled in consequence of his refusal to sanction the initial point on the Rio Grande, as
agreed on by the comissioners on the part of Mexico and the United
States, I deem it due to myself to detail more at large, and in a more
enduring form, the true causes of his recall. I have hitherto forborne to
do so, because I had no disposition to present Col. Graham in an unfavorable light. But as his friends have sought to assail me for his removal,
they must be responsible for all the consequences of a full development
of the facts of the case. The disclosure has not been sought by me,
but forced upon me by their unjust attacks.
On the 10th of October, 1850, I deemed it my duty to recall Colonel
J. McClelland, the chief astronomer attached to the boundary commission. The reasons for his recall have already been made known to
the enate, and I need not, therefore, repeat them to you. On the
same day I wr~te to the Secretary of War, requesting him to transfer to that s rv1ce another competent officer, and I respectfully sugge_ ~ d the name of Major Emory, with whose reputation I w.as far
mllmr, thoug~ I ha? no p rsonal acquaintance with bim. For reasons,
<louht\e:- , of a sat1 factory character, the Secretary of War detailed
~o\onel James D. Graham, instead of Major Emory, to take the posill n. Colonel Graham, a few days afterwards, called informally at the
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department, and I had a foll conversation with him ~n regard to his duties, and requested him to imbody the points upon whic~ we h8:d ·:=1-greed,
in a written communication, which might form the basis of his mstructions. A few days afterwards, viz: about the 16th of October, 1850,
I was called to Virginia by pressing business, and H?n· W. A. Graham, Secretary of the Navy, was appointed by the President to perform
th~ duties of my office in my absence.
.
.
On the 17th of October, Colonel Graham havmg failed to report himself officially to this department, so as to place himself under its jurisdiction, Mr. Graham, Acting Secretary of th~ Interior, a~dres~ed a letter to Colonel Abert, chief of the topographical corps, m which, after
referring to the appointment of Colonel Graham, he added, " and it being desirable that he should at once proceed to join the commission, I
have the honor to request that the necessary orders to that effect may
be given to Lieutenant Colonel Grahap:1."
Colonel Graham shortly afterwards reported himself for duty, and on
the 23d of October, 1850, received his instructions, which were reduced to form by Colonel Graham himsel£
·
A letter was addressed to him of the same date, directing him to enter
immediately on the discharge of his duties. He was instructed to look .
into the state of the surveying and astronomical apparatus, which could
be seen by an examination of the reports on file in the department, and
as soon as this was done to enter on his duties in the field.
At the time Colonel Graham was appointed, he informed me he
t~rnnght he would be prepared .to leave Washington for the boundary
lme about the first of November. Under this impression I hurried back
from Virginia before that date, that I might, as far as possible, facilitate
his movements. I found Colonel Graham still in Washington, engaged
. in making ~is preparations. I had repeated interviews with him as to
the probable time of his departure, but his answ~rs were always indefinite. In this way the months of Novemher and December passed
away. I became very impatient; and failing to get any satisfaction
from Colonel Graham, I called on General Scott, and asked him to jnform me what length of time was necessary to enable Colonel Graham
to get ready for such an expedition. His reply was, that he ought to get
ready just as well in two weeks as in two years. Being ~bus confirmed,
by such high military authority, in my previous impresswns, that there
had been an unnecessary waste of time by Colone! Grah_am, I reported
the facts to the President .and Secretary of War, mformmg them I desired steps to be taken to compel Colonel Graham to go to his post, or that
another officer should be substituted in his stead. In consequeuce of
this conversation, early in .:f anuary, 1851, the Secretary of War ordered
Colonel Graham to set out on his expedition within thre~ days. from
that date. In pursuance of this order Colonel Graham left. the city of
Washington about the 10th of January, and went to the cny of New
York ; thence he went to Boston, West Point, and other places, and
spent the months of January and February, having~ in the mean time-,
despatched the party who were to be attached to hJS corps, by sea, to
Indianola.
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In March, 1851, Colonel Graham returned to Washington, and I
again had several interviews with him, ,vhich were not altogether of a
pleasant character, as my patience was exhausted by his delays.
Failing to get from him a -categorical answer as to the precise day
of his departure, I declined all forther interviews with him, and about
the 1st of April, 1851, reported him to the President, in the presence of
the Cabinet, for removal from office. 'The Secretary of \Var promptly
responded that he should be removed ; and sm:h was, I believe, the
unanimous ·sentiment of the Cabinet. The Secretary of War informed
me subsequently, that after the adjour·n mrnt of the Cabinet, he caused
an order to be prepared recalling Colonel Graham; but as the ordinary
hours of business had passed, he was induced to let it lie until the next
morning. It is to be prPsumed that Colonel Graham received some intimation of the purpose of the Secretary of War, for when he was
about to issue the order of recall the next morning, he was informed
that Colonel Graham had departed on his journey early that morning.
The Secretary of \Var and I conferred as to th~ propriety of recalling him by a despatch to New Orleans; but finally concluded, that as
he had received so significant a warning, he tvould probably profit by
it, and proceed ,vith more promptitude in future. We therefore determined to overlook what had passed.
On the 24th of June, 1851, Colonel Graham arrived at El Paso.
At that time Commissioner Bartlett had established his headquarters
near the Copper Mines, about 175 miles west of El Paso. Instead of
obeying his instructions, which were to report himself to the commissioner, Colonel Graham thought proper to establish himself at Frontera.,
a small village or ranche about eight miles distant from El Paso, and
to order Lieutenant Whipple to leave the line of his operations to report himself to him (Colonel Graham.) He also informed the commissioner, that having understood that he (the commissioner) was
expected at El Paso in a few days, he would await his arrival
there. The commissioner states that he had no thought of visiting El
Paso, and the effect of the order to Lieutenant Whipple was to suspend all the operations of the commission, to the great annoyance of
Mr. Bartlett, and of General Conde the Mexican commissioner, who
made it the subject of complaint to his government. After remaining
about a month at Frontera, and after he had been advised by Commissioner Bartlett, under date of 1st July, that the idle rumor on which
he had professed to act, viz: that Commissioner Bartlett was expected at Frontera, was unfounded, Colonel Graham finally, on the 2d
of August, 1851, reported himself to the commissioner at the Copper
Mines, it being nearly ten months from the date of his appointment, and
39 days after his arrival at El Paso. Immediately on his arrival, _instead of entering promptly and efficiently on the discharge of his duties,
he commenced a correspondence with the commissioner in regard to
the nature and prerogatives, and title of his office, and various points
of etiqu tte, all of which may be seen by reference to the correspondence which ha already been sent in to the Senate. It is unnecessary to
S!ate in detail the character and extent of Colonel Graham's pretens,ons. ·But to give some idea of them I will state that, from Mr. Ba1tlett's de patch of 9th August, it appears that "he claimed to be the
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head of all surveying as well as astronomical p_arties ; to have the
power to direct the movements of Mr. Gray, the Umted Sta;tes surv~yor
under the 5th article of the treaty, whenever he should go mt~ the fi~ld
as a surveyor, and that in such cases Mr. Gray must receive all mstructions from and make all reports to him. Colonel Grah~m thus assumed to himself a position above that of an officer recogmsed by the
treaty, who is bound to carry out the stipulations of the treaty _according to his own views and deliberate judgment, and _not me~ely, m re[erence to them, to echo the opinions or follow out the rnstruct10ns, or yield
to the dictation, of an officer not even named in, much less at all empowered by, the treaty." Colonel Graham, it appears from the same
despatch, also "asserted a right to sit at the meetings of the joint commission, though he claimed no right to vote." · The commissioner in
the same despatch says, "I regret to say that there is an evident attempt
on the part of Colonel Graham (one too plain not to be noticed by
myself and others) to assume authority in and over almost everything,
and to require most individuals to be subject to his power and control.
He also claims a controlling power over me, or at least a co-equal po~er with myself to admit individuals into and remove them from the
commission."
These extraordinary pretensions of Colonel Graham were mainly
founded on the title which he had given to himself in the draught of the
instructions prepared by himself, viz: "principal astronomer and head of
the scientific corps," which he had substituted in lieu of the title which
had been used in reference to Major Emory and Colonel McClellan,
which was, "chief astronomer and topographical engineer of the boundary commission." I am persuaded that Mr. Graham, Acting Secretary of the Interior, if~ when he signed the instructions, he adverted to
the change in the title at all, did not 1mderstand it as importing any
enlargement of powers. I certainly did not.
The pretensions of Colonel Graham were not, of course, recognised
by Mr. Bartlett, the commissioner ; and the controversy continued
until the 16th of August, when each party despatched an express messenger to Washington to lay their views of the matter before the derartment. Upon reading the correspondence, and seeing the difficu_lties by which the commissioner was embarrassed, and having reference
to the antecedent delinquencies of Colonel Graham, I promptly laid the
matter before the President, and, with his sanction, caused Colonel
Graham to be recalled. His withdrawal was in no wise connected
with his opinion in regard to the initial point. That was a subject
with which he had no concern, and his opinions in reference to it would
consequently be of no importance. He was recalled for a failure to do
his duty in reference to the subject of his appointment; and with this
statement of the facts of the case, I am willing to abide the judgment
of the Senate and the country as to the propriety of my conduct.
Colonel Graham was recalled on the 11th of September, 1851. ln
my letter to Colonel Abert of that date, after referring to Colonel
Graham's order to Lieutenant Whipple to report to him at Frontera, I
say: "This caused a suspension of the work, and resulted in a s_erious
complaint by General Conde, the Mexican commissioner, as you wiil
perceive from the enclosed copy of the correspondence between the two
2

18

S. Doc. 6.

commissioners on the subject. Before Colonel Graham left here, I was
much annoyed and became dissatisfied with his long unnecessary delay in joining the commission in the field; and since then, accounts of
other delays and interruptions have reached me, officially and otherwise, which I felt called upon to communicate to the President; and
having conferred with him on the subject, and having submitted to him
Commissioner Bartlett's despatches, I am of the opinion that the speedy
prosecution of the work of the joint commission demands that Colonel
Graham be relieved, and some suitable officer of topographical engineers detailed to supply his place."
The accompanying letter from Mr. Radziminski will afford you a
clear idea of the si~te o( things in the commission at the date of Colonel
Graham's recall. It -is true that this letter had . not been received at
that time, but most of the facts therein stated had been made known to
me from other sources. As another evidence of the unfitness of Colonel
Graham for the position, I invite your attention to his challenge of Dr.
vVebb, the secretary of the commission, to mortal combat.
As it has also been charged that Mr. Gray was removed from the
office of surveyor in consequence of his difference with the commissioner
in regarJ to the proper position of the initial point on the Rio Grande,
and his refusal to comply with my request that he should sign the
agreement entered into between the commissioners, I think it proper to
say that such was not the fact. I did not at the time regard the signature of Mr. Gray as essential, under all the circumstances of the case;
nor, if I had so regarded it, would I have considered his declining to
sign it a sufficient ground of removal. As for my request to Mr. Gray,
it bears date 31st October, 1851, and he was recalled on the 4th of
November, 1851, just five days thereafter, and, of course, before he
could be apprized of my request.
The office of astronomer was abolished, and itil duties devolved on
Major Emory, who was appointed by. the President surveyor. This
was done for the purpose of reducing the number of the officers, and
promoting economy and harm:my in the prosecution of the work. Experience had demonstrated that the unnecessary multiplication ofofficers
was followed by discord and dissatisfaction; and Congress had appropriated but $100,000, instead of $180,000, which had been asked for by
the department to defray the expenses of the work. By devolving the
duties of the two offices of surveyor and astronomer in one person competent to discharge the duties of both, a saving of not less than $4,500
or $5 ,000 per annum was effected; and in my despatch to Mr. Bartlett of the 4th November, instructions were given to him to make ~11
practicable reductions in hi~ corps. Major Emory received similar mstructions, and both gentlemen have faithfully obeyed them.
Major Emory was appointed astronomer on the 13th of September,
1851, but he ha<l been advised a day or two before of the probability
of his appointment. In three days thereafter he was on his route to
El Paso, and on the 25th November arrived at that place. It thus appears that in two months and thirteen days from the uate of his appointm nt he was at his po3t on the Rio Grande.
. Com laint has also been made that I have misconceived the meanmg of the 5Lh article of the treaty with Mexico in regard to the rela-
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tive powers of the commissioner and surveyor. If I ha~e erred in
supposing that the diplomatic powers w ere co1;fi~ed exclusively to the
commissioners, instead of jointly to the comm1ss10ners and surveyors,
I have the consolation of knowing that the error did not originate with
me. Mr. Buchanan, late Secretary of State, the diplomatist unde_r
whose instructions and supervision the treaty was negotiated and ratified, gave it the same construction, and l\'Ir. Clayton and Mr. Ewing
interpreted it in the same way. For proof of the accuracy of this statement I refer to Senate Ex. Doc. No. 34, pages 2 to 6. By reference
to that document you will perceive that all the in structions of Mr. Buchanan were directed to "John B. Weller, esq., commissioner for running the boundary line between the United States and the republic of
MexicQ," &c. In those instructions he says: "As you will be held responsible for the able and faithful execution of the important trust confided to you by this article of the treaty, the President deems it proper
to leave to you the organization of the commission." Again he says:
a In organizing the commission you are referred, for any information
which you may deem necessary, to Andrew B. Gray, esq., who has been
appointed surveyor."
Under date of February 13, 1849, he sends Mr. Weller further instructions, in which, after referring to the 5th article of the treaty, he
says, "this article places you in a highly r esponsible posi6on," &c.
Throughout the instructions he is addressed as the r esponsible person
in regard to tbe fixing of the line. The surveyor is nowhere referred
to or addressed as having equal powers, or as being an associate member of the commission. But Mr. Weller is instructed as follows: "As
soon as the boundary line shall have been ascertained and marked, you
wil~ cause a true and accurate map to be made of the country through
wh1?h it passes, in its entire extent. A duplicate copy of said map,
certified by the commissioners and surveyors on both sides, will ac?~mpany the records of the p1:oceedings of the commission. The
1omt report or declaration by the commissioners of the final result
agreed on by them, und_e r the 5th article of the treaty, will also be
transmitted to the department." Here you will note the distincti?n
~ade by the Secretary. The maps are to be certified by the comm1Ss1?ners and s~rveyors, because. the surveyors are responsible for the
faithful execution of the survey ; but the declaration of the final result
agreed on by the corµmissioners is to be certified to the department by
the co~missioners. In this certificate the surveyors are not required to
participate, because tbey are not presumed to be responsible for it.
In~leed, the instructions throughout preclude the idea <?f the surveyors
b emg recognised as possessing diplomatic powers, or being associate
m embers of a joint commission. The instructions from Mr. Clayton
and Mr. Ewing proceed upon the same understanding of the treaty.
I have taken the liberty of addressing you this long letter to put
you in possession of all the facts, and you are at liberty to u~e them
·
·
a ccording to your own discretion. ·
I have the honor to Le, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ALEX. H. H. STUART,
S ecretary.
Hon. J AMES A. PEARCE, United States S enate.
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,

Washington, September 3, 1852.
Srn: The President of the United States, by and with the advice and
consent of the Senate, having appointed you to be surveyor for running
the boundary line between the United States and the republic of Mexico, under the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo; I herewith transmit your
commission, dated the 30th August, the receipt of which you are requested to acknowledge.
·
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. J. CRITTENDEN,
·
Acting Secretary.
Brevet Major WM. H. EMORY,
•
El Paso, via San Antonio, Texas.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,

Washington, October 7, 1852.
Srn: Your letter of yesterday, in which you state that "the stores
and supplies purchased by you for the Mexican boundary commission
are now going on board the schooner Cinderella," has been received.
To the appropriation for defraying the expenses of the Mexican boundary
commission for the present fiscal year, there is appended a proviso in
the following words: "Provided, That no part of this appropriation
· shall be used or expended until it shall be made satisfactorily to appear to the President of the United States that the southern boundary
of New Mexico is not .estab)ished, by the commissioner and surveyor of
the United States, further north of the town called Paso than the same
is laid down in Disturnell's map, ,vhich is added to the treaty."
Entertaining the apprehension that this proviso may be found to render
: the appropriation unavailable, I have to direct-as I have this day ad. vised you by telegraph-that, if it is not too late, the shipment of the
stores be countermanded, and that you incur no further expenses on
account of the Mexican boundary commission until you are authorized
to do so by this department, as, in the event of my apprehension being
confirmed, there will be no money in the treasury for their payment.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ALEX. H. H. STUART,
Secretary.
G. F. BARTLETT, Esq.,
Atwater, Mulford county, New York.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,

Washington, October 11, 1852.
The act x:naking appropriations for the civil and diplomatic
serv1~e of the United tates for the year ending 30th of June, 1863,
co~~am a cla.use in the foll?wing words:
For runnm~ and marking the boundary line between the United
tate and 1exico, under the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, one hun81.R:
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dred and twentv thousand dollars : Provided, That no part of this appropriation shall be used or expended until it shall be made satisfactorily to appear to the President of the United States that the southern
boundary of New Mexico is not established, by the commissioner apd
surveyor of the United States, further north of the town called Paso
than the same is laid down in Disturnell's map, which is added to the
treaty."
The proviso to the above section imposes upon you the duty of examining the action of the boundary commission, and of determining
whether t_he boundary line between the United States and Mexico has
been estab1ished "further north of the town of El Paso than the same
is laid down in Disturnell's map," before any portion of the appropriation ·can be expended in the further prosecution of the work.
To enable you to fulfil this duty, I respectfully submit the following
report of the facts of the case, accompanied by a copy of Disturnell's
map, and other documents bearing on the question:
The treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo provides that "the boundary line
between the two republics shall commence in the Gulf of Mexico, three
leagues from land, opposite the mouth of the Rio Grande-otherwise
~a~led the Rio del Norte-or opposite the mouth of its deepest branch,
if It should have more than one branch emptying directly into the sea;
from thence up the middle of that river, following the deepest channel,
where it has more than one, to the point where it strikes the southern
boundary of New Mexico; thence westwardly along the whole southern boundary of New Mexico _(which runs north of the town called
~aso) to its western termination; thence northward along the western
lme of New Mexico, until it.intersects the first branch of the river Gila(or, i~ it should not intersect _any branch of that river, then to the point
on said line nearest to said branch, and thence in a direct line to the
s~me ;) thence down tlie middle of the said branch, and of said river,
until it empties into the Rio Colorado; thence across the Rio Colorado, ·
following the division line between Upper and Lower California, to the
Pacific ocean."
A subsequent clause of the treaty declares that the southern and
western limits of New Mexico, mentioned in this article, are those laid
dov:7n in this map, entitled "Map of the United Mexican Stat~s, as or&amzed and defined by various acts of the Congress of the said r~rubhc, and constructed accordinO' to the best authorities; revised ed1t10n;
published at New York, in 1847, by J. Disturnell."
The joint commission, organized under the provisions of this treaty,
has proceed~ to run and mark the line from the initial point, on the
Pacific coast, across the peninsula of California, to the junction of the
Colorado and Gila rivers. The department has been informed that a
survey has also been made of so much of the Gila river as was supposed
~o form a part of the boundary between.the two countries, as described
rn the treaty. Major Emory is now actively engaged in the survey of
the Rio del Norte, and has, it is presumed, completed it more than
half way from the point agreed on as the eastern terminus of the
southern boundary of New Mexico to the mouth of that river .
. In regard to thesE: portions of the boundary there has been no serious
difficulty, as the line is not only defined with precision by the treaty,
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but is marked by natural objects on the face of the earth. It was different, however, with regard to the two sections which constitute the
southern and western lines of New Mexico. Those are neither defined
w 'th certainty by the treaty, nor are they marked by natural objects.
They are mere imaginary lines, which had never, so far as this department is advised, been surveyed and marked on the earth's surface prior
to the negotiation of the treaty. Much controversy, therefore, arose in
relation "to the point where it (the Rio Grande) strikes the southern
boundary of New Mexico," which is declared to be the beginning of the
westward line. There is no reference in the treaty to any natural object,
or to any parallel of latitude, to indicate ~his point, and the only terms
used in it te·n ding to show the proper locality of the southern line of New
Mexico, are those which declare that it "runs north of the town called
Paso," and that" the southern and western limits of New Mexico, mentioned in this arti_cle, are those laid down in the map" of Disturnell. The
commissioners, therefore, felt themselves much embarrassed in ascertaining the point on the Rio Grande whence they should run the line westwardly. By reference to the map of Disturnell, it will be found, by the
most accurate measurement that I have been able to make, that the
southern line of New Mexico, as laid down thereon, is about latitude N.
32° 22f. The town of El Paso, or "Paso," is ascertained, by similar
measurement, to be laid down on the map at latitude N. 32° 15½', longitude 27° 35' west of Washington. This would r epresent the line on the
map as near seven minutes (or about seven geographical miles) north of
El P aso, or at about 32° 22', as agreed upon by the joint commission. By
actual observation, however, it was ascertained th at El Paso is erroneously placed on the map, both in respect .to latitude and longitude, its
true position being in latitude N. 31 ° 45', ·.or a fraction more than half
a <lPgree south of its supposed position; and in longitude 29° 40', instead
of 27° 35', or two degrees and five minutes west of its position as
marked by Disturnell.
If the treaty had designated Rl Paso, or a point at any given distance
north of El Paso, as the beginning point of the southern line of New
~exico, there w?uld have been no difficulty in ascertaining it. But as
1t merely states m general terms that "it runs north of the town called
Paso," that requisition will be satisfied by running it at any distance,
however great or small, north of that town. By reference to the reports
o~ the United St~tes commis ioner, and the correspondence between
hilll and the Mexican commis~ioner, you will p erc eive th e grounds as·
sum?d by each, and the arguments used to sustain their respective pre·
tens10ns.
The
result of the discussions was, an aareement
b etween the com•
.
0
nn_ s10ners on the pc1rt of the two governments that "the Rio Grande
stnk s the southern boundary of New Mexico at 32° 22' north latitude,
and from this point the same southern boundary of New Mexico extends
thrc degr:ees west,". and a written aarcement to that effect was signed
~nc1 -ru~h ·ly proclmmed on the 24th day of April, h:51, by the two
om~i ·: ·1on_cr.. , nnd ~JY the surveyor on the part of Mexico, and Lieut.
1pple, acting surYe or _o,~ the pt~rt of the United ('tc1tes, who
) con.· nt of both comm1 10ners rn the ab ~cnce of l\Ir. A. B.
r ·, h rc·gulurly commissioned ..,urveyor, who had not been able tv
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reach the theatre of operations in cons~quence ~fill health. When Mr.
Gray did arrive, however, he obje~ted to the h:1e as agreed on by the
commissioners, on the ground that 1t was established to~ far no~th, and
declined giving it his sanction by sig?ing the c~nv:ent10n which had
previously been executed .by the Mexican com_m1ss10ner 3:nd_ surveyor
on the part of their government, and the American comm1~s10ner and
Lieut. Whipple, acting s·u ryeyor, on th~ part of the U mted Stat~s.
Upon a representation of these facts to this department by the commissioner, and after consultation with the Secretary of State, I requested
Mr. Gray to sian the aareement-not that I conceived his signature under
the circnmsta~ces es~ential to the ·validity of the compact under the
terms of the treaty, and the interpretation whidt had been given to it
and to other treaties containing similar provisions, by the Department of ·
State, under former administratioI).s, but because 1 thought it most prudent to preclude all future controversy by a rigid compliance wit the let 1 er as well as with the spirit of the treaty. The offices of su eyor
and astronomer were, however, consolidated, with a view to greate::,;
economy and · efficiency in the operations of the commission, within
a few days after Mr. Gray was requested to sign the agreement, and
the services of Mr. Gray were dispensed with antl his duties devolved
on Major Emory, who has since continued to act both as astronomer
and surveyor. Mr. Gray, therefore, had no opportunity of attaching his
name to the agreement after he had been requested to do so, and, as at
present advised, I believe that Major Emory has not signed it.
. If the signature of Lieut. Whipple, as actin()" surveyor, therefore,
does not satisfy the demands of the treaty, and the signature of a surveyor duly appoi1ited by the government is essential to the agreement,
then no portion of the southern line of New Mexico has yet been "established," or .finally ascertained and fixed, by the commissioner and surveyor on the part of the United States. This is the first question which
you a:e called on to decide; for if no part of the southern line has be~n
e;stabhshed, then the proviso in the appropriation bill would be inoperative, and the money might be us~d for completing the survey of the R.io
d_el N?rte, or any other part of the line. But in no eve11t would I consider ~t r~spectfu~ to _Congress to apply any part of it for'the purpo~e of
estabhshmg the lme m accordance with the terms of the agreement between the commissioners, until further legislation shall be had on the
su~ject.
· . Th~ main question, however, subi;nitted by Congress for your decis10n, 1s not whether any line has been established or not, but whether,
assuming it to have been established, it has been established "further
north of the town called Paso ·than. the same is laid down in Disturnell's map."
,
Congress has not thought proper to refer to you the decision of the
question whether the line has been correctly established, or whether
the agreement between the commissioners is in conformity with the
terms of the treaty, ,but the simple, narrow, isolated inquiry, whether
the southern line of New Mexico has been "established further north
of the town called Paso than the same is laid down in Disturnell's
map."
The answer to this inquiry will depend on the interpretation which

24

S. Doc. 6.

it is proper to give to the latter cla~se of the proviso.

Do~s it refer to
the supposed or the actual position of "the town called Paso "-to its
position on the map of Disturnell, or to its position on the earth's surface, as ascertained by astronomical observations ? If you assume the
map as your guide in regard to the position of El Paso, then 1he line as
established by the commissioners and surveyors, at 32° 22', is not further north of the position of Paso, as indicated on the map, than the
same is laid down in Disturnell's map. It is in fact thirty seconds further south, or nearer to the supposed position of El Paso, than the map
would indicate it to be. The line, too, as · established, conforms with
almost perfect accuracy with the line as laid down on the treaty map.
The map indicates it to be at 32° 22½' north latitude, and the commissioners have established it at 32° 22'. But if Con_g ress meant (as I
think they did) to declare that no part of the money should be drawn
frorr...the treasury and used until you shall be satisfied that the line has
not oeen established further north of the true position of El Paso, as ascertained by astronomical observations, than the same is laid down on
Disturnell's map, then it is obvious that the appropriation cannot be
used.
As before stated, the line, as established by the joint commissi_on, is
but about seven geographical miles north of the position of P aso,
as marked on the map. But when Paso is transferred from 32° 15f,
its place on the map, to its true position, which is 31 ° 45' north latitude , or more than 30' south of its supposed position, then the distance
between the lin e and El Paso is increased to more than thirty-seven
geographical miles.
Understanding the action of Congress as prohibiting the use o any
portion of the appropriation in case you are satisfied that the distanc.;e
from the town of El Paso, as it stands on the earth, to the line as established, is greater than the apparent distance from El Paso, as marked
on the map, to the southern line of New Mexico, as indicated by the
same, I feel constrained to express the opinion that the appropriation
cannot be u sed, and, consequently, that the operations on the line must
for the present be suspended.
It is much to be regretted that Congress did not think proper to require that you should be satisfied that the line had been properly established according to the treaty. That would have brought the merits
of the case fairly before you, and led to a full investigation of the acts
of the commissioner. Instead of doing so, however, they have submitt ed a single inquiry, entin~1y·aside from the question whether the line
has been correctly established or not. That matter must remain open,
so far as Congress has power to keep it open, until further legislative
,ction can be obtained ; anJ the consequence wi11 be, increased expe~se and protracted delay in the adjustment of a subject which both
nations agr ed _to have settled with all practicable despatch.
Whatever differences of opinion may have existed in regard to the
proper po ition of the southern and western linPs of New Mexico, which
are made by th~ treaty p_arts of the boundary between the United tates
~nd the r ~ublic of 1 x1co, there certainly could have been no doubt
1
t 1~t the H.10 rande, otherwise called the ]{io del Norte, from some
om\ north of El Pa~o t its mouth, is m2de by the treaty a part of
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the dividing line between the two countries. ~o good reason is, therefore, perceiyed why Congress should have des1red to arrest !he sur~ey
of that river, in regard to which no controversy can poss1_bly. an~e.
Every legitimate purpose of those opposed to the part of the lme m disp.ut~ would have been accomplished, by limiting the pro~ibitio~ of ~he
use of the money to the survey of those parts about which a diversity
of sentiment existed, leaving the commissioners at liberty to proceed
.
.
with the survey of the remainder of the line.
But as it was competent for Congress to grant or withhold the appropriation altogether, or to attach to it such conditions as they deemed
proper, it is the duty of the P,resident to conform to its action, notwithstanding any doubts he may entertain as to its wisdom or propriety.
In this case the prohibition is in the broadest and most comprehensive
terms. It provides "that no part ef this appropriation shall be used or
expended," except upon the condition to which I have already referred;
and although I am satisfied that the practical operation of the proviso
to the appropriation was not fully considered or foreseen, I do not see
how, by a fair construction of the law, any part of the money can
be drawn from the treasnry, and I am therefore compelled, respect\ully, to submit to you the propriety of at once suspending the operat10ns of the commission, as there are no means at your disposal to maintain it in the field .
. Other consequ.ences must inevitably ensue from the restrictions imposed upon the expenditure of the appropria6on, which are much to
be regretted. More than three months have already elapsed since the
close of the last fiscal year, during all which time the officers and employes of the_ com~nis~ion have been diligently engaged in the discharge of their duties, m the foll confi<lence that Conaress would make
the necessary appropriations to defray their expense: and compensate
th~m fo their services. This just Axpectation must now be disappomted. No part of the appropriation for the current fiscal year can
be applied to their payment. The drafts of the commissioner and surveyor upon the department must be dishonored; the just demands of
all connected with the commission rnust rema.in unsatisfied, and they
must be discharged from the public service in the midst of a wilderness, many of them more than two thousand miles from their homes,
and without the means of returnina to their families and friends. If I
could perceive any means of averting these evils; I would gladly bring
them to your notice. But I have not been able to discover how you
can, consisten!ly with the terms of the proviso to the app~opriation,
affor~ ~ny relief. The responsibility incident to the adoptron of the
restnct10n on the appropriation rests .with Congress, and it will devolve
on that bo~· to remedy any inconveniences which may be found to
result from it.
·
There is another view of this subject which, ii1 conclusion, I deem it
prop~r to prese~t to yolil. It is this: the prohibition contained in the
proviso proceeds upon the idea that the line has been established. If it
?ad not been established, there would have been a seeming consistency
m Congress in withholding means to establish a line which it did not
approve ·; but if, a~ is assumed by the proviso, it has been established
by the duly authonzed agents of the two governments, it is difficult to
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perceive the justice or propriety of a refusal on the part of Congress to
furnish the means to pay the employes of the United States commission for the arduous and laborious services which they, in good
faith , have rendered in obedience to the orders of their superiors.
I ha,ve the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant,
ALEX. H. H. STUART,
S ecretary.
To the PRESIDENT.

DEPARTME~T OF THE INTERIOR,

Washington, October 15, 1852.
SCR: In the deficiency bill of the last session, which was approved
21st July, Congress appropriated for the Mexican boundary survey the
sum of $80,000. This was immediately absorbed by the drafts and
liabilities which were then outstanding, and the additional sum of
25,000 for like demands was obtained by the act approved 31st August,
which has also been nearly exhausted, and other debts still remain unpaid. In this latter act the sum of $120,000 was appropriated for the
present fiscal year, with a proviso that jt should not be used "until it
shall be made satisfactorily to appear to the President of the United
States that the southern boundary of New Mexico is not established, by
the commissioner and surveyor of the United States, further north of
Jhe town called 'Paso' than the same is laid dovvn in Disturnell's map,
which is added to the treaty." Enclosed I send you a printed copy of
my report to the President in reg,:ird to this proviso, and of his en-,
dorsement thereon. You will perceive that the President and myself
have b een forced to the conclusion that, in view of this restriction, the
money cannot be legally drawn from the treasury. It wil not be
proper, therefore, for you to make any further drafts upon the department. The two drafLs dated at El Paso for $10,000 each, one in favor
of Magoffin and the other in favor of Chubb Brothers, and also several
d,rawn by Major Emory, remain unpaid for want of funds. No exception has been, or oould possibly be, taken to th e river portion of the
boundary, and it is much to be regretted that the department has not
authority to use the appropriation for that portion of the survey. Major
Emory and yourself having raised money by drafts upon th e department, and as provisions have been sent out-viz: 3,000 rations to Presidio del None, which reached that place about the 1st of August;
3,000 to Eagle Pass; and 6,000 to Fort Brown, opposite Matamoras,
which are now on the route-you may, possibly, nlready have the
means of maintain~ng your r~spective parties long enough to complete
the survey of the nver, or until you shall have been advised of further
~ction by Concrress on the subject. The withdrawal of the commission
lrom th~ field is not imperatively called for by the action of Congress,
e.·c.: pt m so far as the withholding of funds may render it necessary.
~\,.\~·onl<l _be v ~-y ~ sirable to avo~d it, if pos iLlc, as Congress will
.i_, n1 hem ~c?10n m th
course of about six weeks, ancl probably as
0
••
a Y >U wtll rec iv this communication. Such a movement would
b att u
with much delay in the completion of the survey, and
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greatly increased expense to the United States and to the government of
Mexico, besides embarrassment and hardship to the employes of the
commission, whose sole dependence is upon their individual labors. lt
would likewise be a cause of farther dissatisfaction on the part of the
Mexican government. It will not be proper for you, in any event, to
continue operations on the disputed portion of the boundary, (the
southern and western limits of New Mexico,) nor to make further drafts
upon the department; and if you have not the means already acquired
in the _manner indicated for completing the survey of the Rio Gra~de,
you will of course cease operations altogether and return to t?e Umted
States v. rith your surveying parties. But not knowing precisely your
situation in these respects, your return or continuance in the field must,
with these views of the department before you, be left to your own
sound discretion. Major Emory, by letter of this date, has b en thus
advised, and my communication to him will be transmitted to him by
the hands of your brother, Geo. F. Bartlett, who it is expected will
communicate with him about the middle of November; but as he will
then be informed of the expectation expressed in your letter to me of
the 18~h of August, of joining him at an early day, he will probably
defer any important movement and await your arrival.
In the event of your being obliged to retire from the field, you will
mak~ the best possible disposition of the government property in the
service of the commission. It has occurred to me that the mathematical and astronomical instruments might be safely boxed up and
placed _in the charge of the officers of the War Department at the most
convement posts. · You may likewise find it judicious and economical to store away other property of the commission for futu:re use on
t~e su~vey; but in all these matters you will be governed by cons1derat1ons of economy to the United States, and convenience and ex~
pedition i~1 the future resumption of the work.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ALEX. H. H. STUART,
Secretary.
JoHN

R.

BARTLETT,

Esq.,

U. S. Commissioner, Mexican Boundary Survey.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,

Washington, October 16, 1852.
Sm: Mr. George F. Bartlett leaves the city this afternoon with important despatches for Major Wm. H. Emo;ry, who is now engaged on
the survey of the Rio Grande, in the vicinity of Eagle Pass, and for
l\fr. J obn R. Bartlett, the United States and .Mexican boundary commiss10ner, whom he expects to meet, probably at Leona, in T exas. It
may, an<l probably will, become necessary for him to be furnished with
a small escort-say half a dozen dragoons-for a short time; an<l I
shall be glad jf you will, if possible, furnish the department, in the
course of the day, with an order to the commandina
officer at San.
0
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Antonio, to provide such an escort for Mr. Bartlett, should it be requ1red
by him.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ALEX. H. H. STUART,
Secretary.
Hon.

C. 1\1.

CoNRAD,

Secretary of War.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,

Washington, October 16, 1852. .
Sm: Herewith I hand you letters for John R. Bartlett and Wm. H.
Emory, the commissioner and surveyor on the Mexican boundary survey, which I request that you will deliver to those officers without
delay. By the latest accounts, official and otherwise, Mr. Bartlett was at
El Paso, (August 18,) expecting to leave there in about one month to join
Major Emory, who about the 26th of September was at Fort Duncan.
You will be furnished with $800 to defray your necessary expenses,
for which you will minutely account to . the treasury of the United
States. Enclosed is a copy of an order sent, at my request, by the
Secretary of War to Brevet Major General Smith, at San Antonio,
Texas, to furnish you an escort of six or eight dragoons to El Paso.
It is not supposed that any necessity will require you to go to El Paso,
as you will, in all probability, find Mr. Bartlett with Major Emory, or
near his position. It is too late an hour (half-past two o'clock) to procure an alteration of the order; but it is presumed it will be regarded
·as sufficient to authoriie the escort to accompany you to Major Emory's
camp, near Fort Duncan, or wherever he may be.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
AEX. H. H. STUART,
Secretary.
GEo. F. BARTLETT, Esq.,
Present.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,

Washington, October 16, 1852.
Srn: I enclose herewith a copy of a report made to th e President
from this department, dated the 11th instant, in relation to the work
on the boundary survey, upon which is endorsed the President's approval of th.e course th rein recommended to be adopted.
I also ·enclo~e a copy of a letter this day addressed to the commissioner, containing certain instructions respectincr the survey, which are
likewise intend <..I for your guidance, and reque~t that you will be governed, yourself, in accordance therewith.
I am, sir, very r spectfully, your obedient servant,

ALEX. H. H. STUART,
Secretary.
Brcv t lajor ,vM. H. EMORY,
U. ~ · urveyor, 4-c., lricxican Boundary Survey.
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,

Washington, October 19, 1852.

Sm: In reply to your letter of the 18th instant, I have the honor to
state that, w bile the President and myself were forced to the con clus.ion that the $20,000 appropriated by the act of 31st of August last for
the Mexican boundary survey could not be legally drawn from the
treasury, because of the proviso attached thereto, we d~~ not feel that
it would be expedient to direct an absolute and unconcht10nal recall of
the commissioner from the field. The department was aware that Mr.
Bartlett, since his arrival at El Paso, on the 17th of August last, had
raised funds to the amount of $20,000 at least, by ~lrafts upon the department; and that Major Emory, unde,.r authority given him some months
since, was obtaining funds in the same manner, from time to time,
as his necessities required. Besides, I had, upon his recommendations,
caused provisions to be sent, for the use of his parties, to Presidio del
Norte, Eagle Pass, and Fort Brown, on the Rio Grande. On the 26th
of September last, he was, as I. have been unofficially informed, at Fort
Duncan, nea.r Eagle Pass, having completed the survey of about twothirds of the Rio Grande. With this knowledge of the resources of the
commission, and not doubting but that it possessed others of which the
department has not yet been advised, it was deemed most proper to
leave the question as to the necessity or propriety of withdrawing from
the field, to the sound discretion of the commissioner and surveyor.
This course seemed still more proper in view of the early assembling
of Congress, when an effort will be made to obtain such early action
~y that body as will enable the department .to meet the just expectat10ns of the country and the government of Mexico, by continuing, uninterruptedly, the operations of the commission, until the entire survey
shall have been completed.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ALEX. H. H. STUART,
.
Secretary.
Hon. Jos. R. CHANDLER,
Philadelphia, Pa.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,

fVashin~ton, January 18,· 1853.

Sm: On the 20th ultimo the Senate adopted a resolution directing
the Secretary of the Interior "to report to the Senate the amount of the
several appropriations made by Congress for prosecuting the survey of
the boundary between Mexico and the United States, since the organization of the boundary commission; and, also, to report how much of
such appropriations were expended by Mr. Commissioner Weller, and
previous to the appointment of Mr. Commissioner Bartlett; how much
was drawn for, and expended by, Colonel J. D. Graham, at one time
chief astronomer of the commission; and how much has been expended
by Mr. Bartlett; also, whether any portion of said a.ppropriat10n has
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been expended by others than the commissioners and the astronomer
herein before named; and if so, how much." And, in obedience thereto,
I have the honor to report, as follows:
Excluding the .appropriation of $120,000, made by the act of the 31st
August last, which was not available at the time the resolution was
adopted by the Senate, nor until the passage of the act approved on
the 23d ultimo, the appropriations have -been as follows:
By the act of 12th August, 1848. _________ . _... _... . $50,000 00
By the act of 15th May, 1850. ____ .. ___ .•. _. _..... _
50,000 00
By the act of 30th September, 1850. _ •••••..... _._ .. . 135,000 00
By the act of 3d March, 1851. ...... ·. _____ .. _.•... .· . 100,000 00
By the act of 21st July, 1852. _. _... __ . _•. ______ . _.
80,000 00
By the act of 31st August, 1852. ____ ·- .. ___ . ___ ... __
25,000 00
Making ____ .•. ___________ . __ .... __ ·__________ _
In addition thereto the following transfers ~ave been
made , under the authority conferred by the 23d section
of the act approved 26th August, 1842, viz:
From the appropriation of 30th September, 1850, "for
collecting statistics of Indian tribes," &c .. _____ . __ •
An unexpended balance of the reappropriation of 30th
September, 1850, "for arrearages of annuities due
Cherokees," per act 12th June, 1838 .............. .
And the unexpended balance of the appropriation of 3d
March, 1843, "for removing 250 New York Indians
west of the Mississippi river". _. __ . _. _. _. _ . _•....
Making the whole amount · available for this service._

440,000 00

10,000 00
19,053 84
11,013 42
480,067 26

==============

The amount expended for work done and commenced
by Mr. Commissioner Weller, on the Pacific end of
the line-as appears by the accompanying statement,
furnished by the Fifth Auditor of the Treasury, and
marked "C "-is ___ ..• , ___________ . __ ........ _ $121,783 57
The amount for which Lt. Col. J. D. Graham drew upon
the department, whilst astronomer to the commission,
but which was not advanced to him, was $30,000;
a1~d the_ amount expended by him, as far as ascertamed, 1s. ------------------·--·-------------16,732 89
The amount charged to Mr. Commissioner Bartlett, on
the books of the treasury, is .... _..... __________ . 261,260 82
The payments to, and expenditures by, all other persons, amount to. _____ ..... _. _..... _........ _ _ _ _
79,397 65
Making the total amount expended, up to the date of
the resolution of the Senate, ancl charged upon the
books of the treasury __________ ····---··--····

479,174 93

~=======
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I also transmit herewith a detailed statement, marked" B," showing,
in chronological order, the several payments made from the treasury,
and to whom made.
I am, sir, with much respect, your obedient ser~ant,
,
ALEX. H. H. STUART, Sccrr:tary.
Hon. D. IL ATCHISON,
.
President of the Senate pro -tempore.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,

Washington, January - , 1853.
Sm: I have the honor to acknowledge the recejpt of a resolution,
adopted by the Senat~ on ,the 5th ·jnst., and which was transmitted by
you to the depar_tment on the .following day. This resolution is jn the
following words: "That the President of the United States be requested
to inform the Senate_whether the boundary line between the United
States and Mexico has been fully run out and established; an9- if not,
whether the commission has expired for the want of a commissioner
·
and surveyor on the part of this government."
The inquiries propounded in the first branch of the resolution have
been answered, so far as a'ny informa6on in the possession of the department will ena.bl~ me to answer them, in my two last annual reports to
you; and I must respectfolly refer you to those reports as containing a
full account of what has been done in regard to running and marking
the boundary line between the United States and Mexico. It will . be
seen by an inspection of those documents that the line has bee1i surveyed from the }?eginnjng point, on the Pacific coast, to the junction of
the Gila and C<;>lorado rivers, and thence up the Gila to its suppo_sed
intersection with the western line of New Mexico. It has also been
s~rveyed from \he initial point established by the commissioners on the
R10 Grande, down the course of that stream to a point near Loredo, or
about two-thirds of the way from El Paso to the mouth of the river.
Some progress was also . made in the survey of what was supposed to
be the southern li:qe of New Mexico, commencing at tbe intersection of
that line and the Rio Grande and extendino- westward to the neighborhood of the Copper Mines, a distance of ~bout one hundred and fifty
miles. Operations on that part of the line were suspended nearly six
months ago, in consequence of the proviso to the appropriation bill for
1852; and as orders have been issued by the department not to resum.e
them until the wishes of Congress shall be expressed by further legislation, it is presumed nothing has been done in continuation of it. No
part of the western line of New Mexico has yet been run. To complete the work of ascertain1ng the boundary between the two countries
it will therefore be necessary to finish the survey of the Rio Grande,
to continue the line which has been partially run from the Rio Grande
to the nejgbborhood of the Copper Mines, or to re-run it entirely, and
to run and mark the western line of New Mexico.
With regard to the second branch of the resolution, which is in the
following words-" whether the commission has expired for the want of
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a commissioner and surveyor on the part of this government,"-the
facts are as follows :
The act passed the 16th of May, 1850, entitled "An act to supply
deficiencies," &c., contains the following provision:
"For expenses of running and marking the boundary line between
the United States and Mexico, and paying the salaries of the officers
and men of the commission, fifty thousand dollars: Provided, There
shall be allowed and paid to the commissioner, surveyor, and astronomet, appointed or to be appointed for the purpose aforesaid, each a
salary at the rate of three thousand dollars per annum; and that if the
duties of either have been or shall be performed by an officer of the
army, his pay, during the time of such employment, shall be increased
to that sum: And provided further, That the appointments aforesaid
shall terminate. and cease at the expiration of three years from lhe first
<lay of January, A. D. one thousand eight hundred and fifty."
The operation of this proviso, if unaffected by subsequent legislation,
would undoubtedly have been to terminate the cqmmission on the 1st
of January, 1853. I so understood it; and therefore, in ·my annual
report tO" you dated November 29, L851, after reviewing the operations
of the commission during the preceding year, I used the following
emphatic language : "It will be impossible, however, to complete the
work within the time allowed by law, and an_.extension of it will therefore b e indispensably necessary."
This r ecommend ation was brought to the notice of Congress by your
m essage, and the r esponse to it by the legislative department was contained in the following clause of the bill making appropriations for the
civil a nd diplomatic service of the government, passed the 31st of Au"'
gust, 1852:
"For running and marking the boundary line between the United
States and Mexico, under the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, one hundred and twenty thousand dollars: Provided, That no part of this
appropriation shall be used or expended until it shall be made satisfactorily to appear to the President of the United States that the southern boundary of New Mexico is not established, by the commissioner
and surveyor of the United States, further north of the town called
'Paso' than the same is laid down in Disturnell's map, which is added
to the treaty."
The proviso to this section having rendered the appropriation unavailable, the operations of the commission were arrested, and that fact
was made known to Congress at the commencement of its present session, b oth in my report and your message, accompanied by recommendations, in the following terms:
"I deem it my duty, however, to request you to recommend to Congress a modification of the proviso to the last appropriation at an early
day, so as to relieve the persons attached to the commission from the embarrassment to which they have been subjected by the want of money
to pay them, and also to re~ieve the government from the discredit
:vhich has been brought upon 1t by the protest of the dra ft s of its accredited arr n~. F i e months have elapsed since the close of the last fiscal
y_e ar, durmg all ~~ich time the officers and employ es of the commision have been diligently engaged in the discharge of their respective
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duties, in · foll confidence that Congress would make the necessary
appropriations_ to_ defray their ~xpenses and C~)Inpen_sate them for their
services. This Just expectation has been d1sa ppomted. No part of
the appropriation for the current fiscal year can be applied to their
payme~t. They are lef~ in the wikler1;1~ss, ma~y of them two th~usand miles from home, without any prov1s10n havmg been made by law
fur their support where they are now stationed, and with no means
furnished to enable them to return to their families. They are now
subsisting on fonds borrowed on their individual credit, or raised on
drafts drawn by the commissioner and surveyor before notice of the
proviso to the appropriation, several of which have been presented to
the department and protested for non-payment. This is a case which
calls for prompt action on the part of Congress, and I cannot permit
• myself to doubt that your recommendation to that effect will be responded to without delay. It will also be necessary to make further
provisions by law for running and marking the residue of the line
between the two countries, in accordance with the terms of the treaty
of Guadalupe Hidalgo.
"I earnestly invite your prompt attention to this subject, and recommend a mGdification of the terms of the proviso, so as to enable the dep~rtment to use as much of the appropriation as will be necessary to
disc-barge the existing obligations of the government, and to complete
the survey of the Rio Grande to its mouth.
"It will also be proper to make further provision by law for the fulfil_ment of our trec:ty with Mexico, for running and marking the residue
of tlie boundary lme between the two countries/'
The subject at once received the attention of Congress, and on the
23d of pecember a bill was passed, in the following words:
"Be it enacted, qtc., That for the purpose of continuing the survey of
th~ 1':fexican boundary, it shall be lawful to use so much of the appropnat10n provided by the act approved thirty-first August, eighteen hundred ~nd fift}'."-two, entitle~ 'An act making appropriations for t~e civil
and d1plomat1c expenses of the government for the year endmg the
thirtieth June, eighteen hundred and fifty-three, and for other purposes,'
as may be required in running and marking said boundary, under the
treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, on the Rio Grande, below the town
called 'Paso,' and in defraying any necessary expenses heretofore incur;red, or that may hereafter be incurred, connected with said survey."
The provisions of these last laws being in conflict with the terms of
the proviso to the act of 16th May, 1850, and being in answer to earnest
recommendations of the department, that it was indispensably necessary that " the proviso should be so modified as to enlarge the time
allowed for the completion of the survey," I have construed the action
of Congress as intended to have that effect, and as substantially enlarging the time within which the survey was to be completed.
It would certainly have involved a singular inconsistency, not to say
contradiction, in the action of Congress, to make an appropriation to
maintain a commission in the field, and to enable it : to prosecute jts
operations, if the commission had ceased to exist.
Understanding the law as _repealing pro tanto t~e ~imitation imposed
by the act of 1850 on the existence of the comm1ss10n, I regard it as
3
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still existing, and competent to discharge its appropriate functions; so
long as Congress shall continue to make appropriations to enable it to
prosecute its operations.
In reply to the second branch of the resolution of the Senate, I therefore respectfully express the opinion that the commission has not expired for the want of a commissioner and surveyor on the part of the
United States.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ALEX. H. H. STUART, Secretary.

The

PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,

Washington, February ll, 1853.
Sm: On the 9th instant, I had the honor to receive a r~solution
adopted by the Senate on the 8th, which is in the following words, viz:
"Resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior be directed to furnish
the Senate a copy of the report and accompanying maps of a survey
between Indianola an<l El Paso, Texas, made in 1850, by the topographical engineers attached to the United States commission for the survey and demarcation of the boundary line between the United States
and Mexico."
As no such report or maps vvere ever received at this department, I
referred the said resolution to Mr. John R. Bartlett, the United States
commissioner under the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, for a report of
such in[ormation on the subject as might be within his knowledge or
possess10n.
It appears, from his reply of the 10th instant, that such a survey was
made, but that the results are still in the possession of Lieutenant
Whipple, of the topographical corps, who was the officer in charge of
the surveying party, and that no report has yet been mac.le to him by
that officer on the subject.
I enclose for the information of the Senate a copy of Mr. Bartlett's
report to me of the 10th instant, and of the .letter of Mr. John Bull,
therein referred to.
I am, sir, with much respect, your obedient servant,
ALEX. H. H. STUART, Secretary.

The

:PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE

U.

S.

MEXICAN BOUNDARY COMMISSION,

ln camp near the river San Pedro, Sonora, September 6, 1851.
. SIR: Wjth regard to the instruments which you require for the performance of your duties in the linear survey of the Gila, which you are
now. about to commence, it will be necessary for you to apply directly
to L 1 utenant Colon l Gr_aha~ for them. By the in struction,s from the
D part_m nt f the Intenor, 1t appears that he "will have the custody
f the 10 truments for which he will be responsible to the department;
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and he will be charged with their distribution to the assistants and surveyors as he may deem necessary for the performance of their duties,
·
they being accountable to him for the same."
By the preceding extract you ,vill see that I have· no direct control
over them, they not passing through my hands in the course of transmission to those who are to use them.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JOHN R. BARTLETT,
· Commissioner.

A. B. GRAY, Esq.,
United States Surveyor.

•
MEXICAN BouNDARY CoMMISSION,
In camp on the San Pedro, Sonora, September 9~ 1851.
Srn: At a meeting of the joint commission held in camp on the 7th
instant, I stated that a party had been organized under your direction
for the survey of the Ri~ Grande, to be continued until further orders
from me.
The Mexican commissioner consented to this, and agreed that Mr.
Salazar, surveyor and chief astronomer of that commission, should
co-operate with you in that work. It is desirable, therefore, that you
should proceed with this business with all due despatch, as the season
is already far advanced.
The survey of this river will extend from latitude 32° 22' north,
down and in accordance with the above.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JOHN R. BARTLETT,
Commissioner.

Lieut. Col. J. D. GRAHAM,
Principal Astronomer, q,-c., q,-c., Present.
MEXICAN BouNDARY CoMMissrnN,
In camp on the San Pedro, Sonora, September 9, 1851.
Sm! In case the provisions for the party about to survey the river
Gila shall not have been sent previous to your arrival at the Copper ·
Mines, you will please send them by pack-mules, by the most direct
route, to that river, with directions to follow it until the party having it
in charge meets us, which will be at a point near the mouth of the
San Pedro.
·
I would recommend that the .escort under Colonel Craig should accompany this party.
,
That portion of the provisions ordered to be sent by wagons, via
Cooke's road, to the Pimos villages on the Gila, please send as before
directed.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN R. BARTLETT,
Commissioner.
Lieut. Col. J. D. GRAHAM,
Principal Astronomer, 4c., 4-'c., 4-'c., Pre~ent.
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CAMP AT SANTA CRUZ, SONORA,
September 26, 1851.
Sm: I have to request that you will send the provisions for which
I made a requisition, before leaving the Copper Mines, for the use of
the party engaged in surveying the Rio Gila,. (if they have not already
been sent as directed,) by pack-mules, directing the person having them
in charge to strike the Gila at its most accessible point, and follow it
down until the surveying parties are met, which I think will be near
· the mouth of the San Pedro river. Having procured flour here sufficient to last the parties to the Pimos villages, this may be omitted.
The destination of that portion of our provisions (including flour) ordered to be sent by wagons, via Cooke's road, to the Pimos villages,
need not be changed.
I am, very re.spectfolly, your obedient servant,
JOHN R. BARTLETT,
Commissioner.
To the AcTING CoMMISSARY AND QUARTERMASTER;,
U. S. Boundary Commission, Santa Rita ael Cobre, New Mexico.

UNITED STATES BouNDARY CoMMISSION,
.ln ca.mp near Sierra de Santa Rita, September 16, 1851.
Srn: Circumstances having so much changed the movements of the
commission since its departure from the Copper Mines, and delayed its
· arrival at the Gila, you may be at a loss how to proceed in order
to join me, unless you may have left before the return of Col. Graham.
A want of provisions has compelled me to resort to the nearest settlement in Sonora, to supply the immediate wants of the party on the
Gila, and I am now on my way to Santa Cruz to procure them. If, on
the return of Colonel Graham to the Copper Mines, you have not left to
join me as before directed, I would advise your ta.king the nearest route
to the Gila, with such portion of the escort under your command as
you have detailed for this purpose, and following that river down until
you· meet the .surveying parties, which I think will be near the mouth
of the San Pedro, or within thirty miles east of that point. You must
relv wholly on pack-mules for the transportation of your provisions
and baggage to the Pimos villages.
· If the wagons have not left, which it was intended should come
around by Cooke's road to join us at the Pimos villages, I would recommend that from six to ten soldiers should accompany them. This, however, may depend on the strength of the party of civilians attending
them, as several men at the Copper Mines expressed a determination
to accompany them as a safe anJ easy means of reaching California. I
cou_ld discover no tra_ce of Cooke's road along the San Pedro river,
which l ads me to believe that emigrants do not now follow his route
alo_!.'lg t~at stream, but that they turn off at the point where the road
strik .~ it, southwardly or southwestwardly to the village of Santa Cruz,
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and thence by an old road to· Tucson and the Gila river. The wagons,
therefore, should turn off at the point alluded to.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN R. BARTLETT,

Commissioner.
Lieut~ Col. L. L. CRAIG,

Commanding Escort U. S. B. C., Copper 1'-fines, N. M.

SANTA CRuz, SoNORA, S eptember 28, 1851.
GENTLEMEN : Herein I enclose you a copy of certain resolutions
passed at a meeting of the joint commission on the 25th instant, which
will govern you in the survey of the river Gila.
I am your obedient servant,
JOH~ R. BARTLETT,

Conunissioner.
A. B. GRAY, Esq.,
United States Surveyor.
Lieut. WHIPPLE,

Assist. Astron. U. S. Boundary Commission.

At a meeting of the joint commission for running and marking the
boundary line between the United States and the republic of .Mexico,
held at the colony of Santa Cruz, September 25, 1851, the following
resolutions were passed, viz:
• ·.
l. Resolved, That, under existing circumstances, the lateness of the
season, &c., the party for making the astronomical observations of the
Mexican commission proceed to the lower part of the Gila river, · and
ascertain the latitude and longitude of the Pimos village, and of two
other conspicuous points upon said river, between that place and the middle of the Rio Gila, where it unites with the Colorado; that the party
for making the a stronomical observations of the United States commission proceed to ·the most approximate point at present practicable. to the
junction of the western boundary of New Mexico with the Gila river,
and ascertain the latitude and longitude of said point; and also, of the
~rst branch or stream of any note on the right side of the Gila, descen~;mg from the above-mentioned point, as well as the latitude and longitude of the river San Pedro at its junction with the Gila.
,
2. Resolved, That the Unite<l States surveyor, in taking the topography for marking the boundary along the Gila rjver, place such marks or
monumen;,s as are practicable, at the varjous points to be determined
astronomfo ally, in order th;:i,t these geographical positions may be connected with the linear surveys and reconnaissanc,es of the line.
3. R esolved, That the commis:3ioners give to their respective parties
such instru ctions as they may think proper for carrying out the preceding resolutions, and in reference to any incidental observations at
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intermediate points; and that either, if he deem it expedient, may direct his own party to verify the work of the other.
A true copy from the records.
Attest:
THOMAS H. WEBB,
Secretary U.· S. Commission.

EL p ASO,
January 1, 1852.
SIR: Upon application to your agent here, Mr. Henry Jacobs, finding
,n o money, or ways of getting it, to carry out the resolution of the joint
commission for the survey of the Rio del Norte from 32° 22' to its
mouth, as conveyed in your letter dated San Pedro, Sonora, September 9, 1851, an<l that, too, with every disposition on Mr. J acobs's part
to raise means, I have caused 10 be made out the enclosed estimate of
funds from this date to the 1st January, 1853, which I submit for your
cone urrence.
The parties not already made up were organized from the unemployed persons here, belonging to the commission, with the exception
of the head to one surveying party, whom I took the responsibility to
appoint, ::is there was no one here unoccupied capable or willing to take
charge of it.
·
The estimate bas been carefully reviewed, and cannot be reduced
without cutting down the parties now in the field, and delaying operations.
Before the reception of the sum here asked for, or any money for this
work since my arrival, and before the possibility of personality can be
attached, I respectfully submit for your concurrence the proposition that
the agent to whom you may delegate the disbursement of this money
shall be placed under my orders, and expend no port ion of it without
my written approval. It is a power conceded as necessary on every
survey of magnitude: and here, in the absence of all la"\v and military
authority, it will no doubt occur to you as a condition indispensable
to my control over the employes, and necessary also to enable me to
expand or contract the work according to the resources on hand.
Fearing you will not receive this in time to relieve our necessities
here if I content my self with sending it westward, and seeing by
your instructions to Mr. J aeobs that you "may go to Vv.,. ashington, via
Panama," I send a copy to the department, to meet you in Washington,
should you go there.
I do not find the medicnl officer and attendant on the trans-& r list
signed by you, but you will see I have estimated for him, as he was
transferred to my command by Col. Graham,
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. H. EMORY,
Brevet Major, Chir:f Astr. and head Scientific Corps, B. S.
JoHN R._ BARTLETT, E q.,
mted tales Commissioner.
FRONTERA, NEAR
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TEXAS,

Janu.a ry 1, 1852 . .
Srn: In pursuance of your instructions of December 24, J 851, I beg
leave to submit the following estimate of funds necessary for the pay,
subsistence and transportation of all the · employes of the United States
boundary commission under your direction, for the year commencing
January 1, 1852.
For the party under the immediate direction ef the chief astronomer and
head of the scientific corps, operating near Paso del Norte.

Pay of chief astromer, &c ..•••••.•..•....•..•• " " clerk to chief astronomer •••......•••.•.•
" " four computers, at $60 per month. _ ...•..
Commutation allowed chief astronomer, in lieu of
subsistence and expenses ....... _.......•••..
Commutation for clerk to chief astronomer .•. __ ..
Pay of eight men employed as laborers, teamsters,
&c., at $25 per month .•••...•... ____ •.•••••

$2,400
1,000
2,880
2,920
1,4G0
2,400
$13,060

For party now operating on the Rio Gila.

Commutation in lie·u of subsistence, &c., for chief of
party _. . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . - - - •
Pay of four assistants and computers ...........•
" " laborers, teamsters, &c., (14 men) at $25 per
month .••••..................•••...

"
1,460
2,840
4,200
8,500

For party now observing near San Elizario. ,

Commutation allowed the head of pa·r ty for subsistence and expenses - - - - - - - - - - - - - . - - - - - - - - - - Pay of one assistant .............•. _....••••.•
" " ten laborers, teamsters, &c ... _ .•...•.•.•

1,460

800
2,500

4,760
For astronomical and surveying party now in the field,
near Fort Duncan, Texas.

Co1;1mutation allowed head of party in lieu of subsistence, &c .• ___ .... ___ .................. ..
Pay of three assistants ......•.....•••••.. - - .. " " 15 laborers, teamsters, &c .............. .

1,460
2,920
4,500
8,880

For surveying party now on the Rio Grande, below
San Elizario.

Pay of head of party .•...•.....••••••. - . - . - - " " one assistant. ................... - - - . - .
" " 12 laborers, teamsters, &c ..........•....

1,500
600
3,600

6,700
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For surveying party near Presidio Rio del Norte.

Pay of head of party ...•....•... - .......•..••
" " one assistant. ......................... .
" " 12 laborers, teamsters, &c. ~ • ~ .....•...•.

$1,000
600
3,600
$5,200

For medical department.

Pay of surgeon und hospital steward ........... .
" " cook and servant .•..•.........•.......

2,100
600
2,700

· For meteorological department.

Pay of principal and assistant obser-¥er .......... .
"
"

" cook and servant. .....•...••..........
" geologist and botanist .................•

1,800
600
1,200
3,600

For quartermaster and commissary department.
For the purchase of animals .......••....• __ ... .
"
"
"
" corn . _................... _
Commutation allowed quartermaster and commissary, in lieu of subsistence, and expenses ....... .
Pay of one clerk and assistant. ......... _. _... .
" " five mechanics, at $60 ...........•.•..•
" " laborers, teamsters, and herders, &c .....•
For six months' subsistence, (there being six months'
provisions on hand) .................... _.. _
For the purchase of two whale-boats for the mouth
of the Rio Grande ........... _. _.•. _... .. ... .
Contingent expenses not embraced in the above
enumeration ...........•• _•... _ .. _... ___ ..

5,000
8,000

1,460
1,000
3,600
6,000
1,200
500
5,000

42,560
-

94,960
-- -

In submitting the above estimate I deem it proper to state that all
the items are based upon a minimum calculation, and at least five per
cent. should be added to the whole estimate.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
0. H. TILLINGHAST,
First L ieut. 1st Artillery, Quartermaster and Gommissan; B. C.
Brevet Major W. H. EMoRY,
U. S. Top. Engineers, Chief Astr., eye., o/C,

Approved and submitted to J. R. Bartlett, esq., United States commissioner, for his concurrence.

W. H. EMORY,
Chief Astr. and head Scientific Gorps U. S. B. C.
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EL P Aso,
l?ebruary 8, 1852.
Srn: I regret sincerely to hear of your illness, and hope it will only
be temporary. Other communications will explain that I was on my
way in search of you·, when stopped by Mr. Radziniinski.
·
The despatches which you will receive by the same conveyance that
takes this, will inform you of the various changes made since y'our absence.
Under these circumstances-not contemplated by the department,
and entirely unexpected to me-in view of the fact that you cannot be
expected here for some time, I have addressed the letter·, of which the
enclosed is a copy, to the Secretary of the Interior.
Should you receive this in time to afford the relief aslrnd of the Secretary, I desire you will do so, and inform the Secretary of the same.
I am, very·respectfully,your obedient servant,
·
W. II. EMORY,
Brevet Major, q--c~
JoHN R. BARTLETT, Esq.,
U. S. Commissioner.
F:ao:NTERA; NE-Alt'

FRONTERA, NEAR EL

rAso,

February 8, 1852.
Sm: I had the honor to endose yo~, on the 30th J ariuary, a correspondence with Mr. Radziminski, which explnins ,vhy my plans were
c?anged, and the course I thought it best to pursue in consequence of
his letter to me.
I_ send you to-day copies of a: correspondence \Yith Mr. Henry Jacobs,
assistant secretary and clerk of the commissioner, and with Mr. George
F._ B_artlett, by ~hich, I am grieved to say, it will be seen the con:1m1ss10ner was sick, at Ures, November 30, 1851, and directed by his
physicians to go to the seacoast. Thence it was proposed to embark
for San Diego.
Ures is in Sonora, about 120 miles south of the line, and near the
Gulf of California; and, alth0ugh I think the attempt, worth making,
there is much doubt if he ca.n be reached by an express before sailing.
In any event, I see no prospects of obtainina an interview with the
commissioner for many months. In the m~a1~ time, all the authority in
re13'ard to money and means being vested in hir:n, and no provision
bemg made for his absence, I have been compelled to assume some
responsibility, or see the large number of persons now upd~r my orders,
and the whole work itself, fall into inac1i vity and qisorganization.
I have undertaken and projected no wo,rk whatever, except that already projected by the joint commission and conveyed in a letter of thy
commissioners to my predecessor, Colonel J. D. Graham, and have incurred no expense whatever, except the very small sum necessary to
give employment to persons already in the pay of the government.
I have written to the commissioner, and .doubt not he would concur
.in all I had_done; ,but I see no prospects of cor:nmunicating with him in
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any reasonable time, and therefore request that I may be at once informed from Washington what course to pursue.
On the whole line of our present operations there is no law, civil or
-military. The men of the commission are almost without arms, and
until very recently the commission was without credit . .
In this state of things, with no power except implied powers, the
.Secretary will perceive how precarious my authority is, and how urgent the necessity of my being armed with some authority in the absence
of the commissioner.
·
. I have' notified the gentlem~n concerned of the new order stopping
the commutation allowance for personal expenses, &c., &c., and request
the estimate forwarc;led through the department to Mr. Bartlett may be
altered, by striking out the several items estimated for this commutatic;m, amounting to some eight thousand dollars.
'
It is a source of gratification to me to have anticipated your instructions, by prohibiting all persons under my control from drawing on the
S~cretary of the Interior without permission -to do so, and by directing
all assistants to give monthly accounts ,of their work.
I sincerely regret the necessity which compelled me to direct the
quartermaster to draw on you for three thousand dollars, and hope it
will not embarrass the department or the commissioner. But the necessity was urgent, and I doubt not, when the circumstances become known,
the act will b e approved by yourself, and receive the concurrence of
the commissioner.
I have the honor to be your obedient servant,
W. H. EMORY,
Brevet Major, 4'c.
Hon. A. H. H. STUART,
S ecretary of tlie Interior.

SAN ELIZARIO, TEXAS,

June 1, 1852.

Sm: I t is not known here whether vou will return to El Paso or not,
but the weight of info rmation derived entirely from private sources
seem s to favor the belief th at you will pa ss from San Diego to W ashington, and rej oin the commission below here. In case, however, you
should r eturn to El P aso, I write this letter to inform you briefly what
I have done since my arrival, and what I propose to do until I have
an intervie w with you.
On my arrival here, my only g uide to action was your letter to my
predecessor, Lieutenant Colonel J. D. Graha m, dated September 9,
1851, statin g the action of the joint com mission, and defining the duties
to be performed by the chief astronomer and surveyor on the side of
Mexico, and by my predecessor on the part of the United States.
A urv y of the river had been commenced by Colonel Graham, at
the initial point, and prosecuted as far as the P aso del Norte, and an
>b.~ rv ry partially rected at F rontera, and information given me by
olon l n ham_that Frontera, a cardinal point in the survey, had_not
Y t b en <let ·rmm d. I als fou nd it ne<.; essary to resurvey the n ver
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down to Frontera. Since then an elaborate set of astronomical observations have been made at Frontera and San Elizario, and the two points
connected by flashes, the position of Fort Fillmore determined, and,
with the exception of a few astronomi,c al determinations to be made
by me on my way down the river, the whole survey is completed to Presidio del Norte, a distance estimated, following the meanderings of the
river, from three to five hundred miles.
One astronomical and surveying party was sent to Eagle Pass on the
20th of December, under Lieutenant Michler, and his official report,
dated April 29th, informs me that by the time of receiving his report
the survey will be completed to Lor~do. If so, considerably more than
one third of the survey of the river is accomplished, and if sustained
and supported, I have no doubt of closing the survey by the 4th March,
1853.
In connexion with this subject, I have earnestly to call your attention
to the necessity of some change in the fiscal business of the commission,
by which the chiefs of parties in the field may be supplied with money
for necessary wants, and to enable them to discharge unworthy and unserviceable men.
I have also to inform you that, to enable me to accomplish this large
amount of work, it was necessary to change the heads of surveying
parties. Indeed, it was necessary to do so to enable me to accomplish
a_nything. . I have also been obliged to take upon myself other r~spons1bilities, all of which will be laid before you when we meet, and all
of which I am satisfied will meet your entire concurrence.
Having accomplished all the work here over which I have any control or authority, and our provisions· running low, I shall proceed to
Presidio del Norte, where I have an engagement to meet Mr. Salazar
on the 1st of August, and before which time it wm be necessary for
me to determine tlie latitude an<l longitude of that place.
• There is much stuff of no use to the commission, which, upon the recommendation of a board of survey, I have ordered, with ·some reservations, to be turned over as recommended, or to be sold at public sale.
I send you a copy of the proceedings of the board; and should you at
any time desire to reclaim the property, or any portion turned over to
Captain Bowman, it can be done on your order. If not claimed, [ have
no doubt the Quartermaster's department of the army wi11 repay the
commission for everything on the list appropriated to the use of the
ar'?Y: Everything else, except the property left wi~h Mr. J acob_s,
prmc1pal assistant Charles Radzimimki, and assistant Lawson, will
taken by me to the Presidio del Norte 1 or sent by one of the returnmg merchant trains to be put in depot at Leona.
I consider it of the last importance to the economy and well-being
of the C<_)mmission, now that all the work is finished in this vicinity,
that the whole commission should move from the vicinity of El Paso,
where it has been for so long a time, and I would like to send all down
to the depot at Leona. But I leave Mr. Jacobs here for the obvious
reason that he is specially under your orders, and it is necessary for
some authorized agent to be left behind to pay e accumulated debts
of the commission.
I leave principal assistant Radziminski and the officers of his party,
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and instruments, to await instructions in r~ference to any unfinished
work that may have to be done west of the del Norte. I have no data
jn my possession, written or verbal, to show at this time what is finished
or what is unfinished west of the del Norte, except the newspaper paragraph$, and can, therefore, only give hypothetical instructions to Mr·
Radziminski, which may he modified to suit the exigencies of the case.
Should you come here in my absence, or should I meet you down the
-river, his instructions will be redra-i.ighted from your suggestions. In
the mean time he and his party must remain idle.
He cannot move west without an escort of a company of troops, and
without money-five or ten thousand dollars. He can buy his provisions at Fort Fillmore at a much cheaper rate than can be transported
to him from the States. I have left him all the instruments and other
property necessary to enable him to perform the duties which may b e
left unfinished, and provided him for any contingencies that may happen. This same party can, at the same time it makes the survey,
erect the monuments that may be directed by the joint commission;
and as you will probably order the monuments from the States, the
:wagons which I take down can be used to bring them to the line, as I
hope oy that time to have carried the survey down to that part of the
river where boats alone may be used.
I cannot close this letter without stating to you in the strongest terr:ns
the necessity of my being supplied, at the earliest day possible, with
funds. The men have none of them been paid since July last, and
are in a deplorable condition for the want of the necessaries of life, and
subjected to have their paper shaved in the purchase of clothing, &c.,
from the m,:;rchrnts, which it is not reasonable to expect them to endure. Indeed, unless relieved by the time of reaching the Presidio del
Norte or L eona, it will not be po3sible to hold together the surveying
parties. Should you not be able to furnish me with funds, I earnestly
invite your attentio n to the necessity of at once devising means, by cer-.
ti(ying the accounts of the men or otherwise, to quiet apprehensions
and insure ultimate payment by the government, and thus arrest th~
disagreeable scenes that mu st inevitably occur on the work if things
are allowed to proceed much longer without some satisfaction given to
the men, who have worked honestly and faithfully, and exposed themselves freely in a hostile Indian country, in the discharge of their duties.
Previous despatches will have informed you of my exped ition, soon
after getting here, to join your camp, and the reason why it ·was abandoned, and a small party sent to seek you. These will also put
you in possession of my estimate of fonds required for the year commencing January 1, 1 52, for the surveys assigned to the chief astronomer and surveyors on eac;h side.
I have to inform you that in pursuance of authority vested in me, in
you~ ab.'ence, by letter from the D epartment of the Interior, <lated
April , 1 52, I have re. ieve<l Lieuten nt 0. H. TiJlinahast from the duty
of ~uartermaster and commissary of the boundary ccimmission, and appomt c~ T._ \V. Tansill, e q., senior clerk and agent of the department,
n his own application to the honorable Secreto act m ht plac :
tar~ of the Interior,
proved by me, Second Lieutenant Wm. F,
!Hl
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Smith, corps · topographical engineers; has been relieved from . duty
with this commission.
Mr. Salazar, the Mexican astronomer and surveyor, who is also commissioner, has agreed to meet me at the Presidio del Norte on the first
of August, to sign the_ maps down to that .point~ an_d make_fin~l :=1-rrangements for the completion of the work b_elow. He 1s now in Ch1huahq.a,
where he has been for the last month.
I have caused t~ be abandoned the ranch at Frontera, which was
held at a high rent, and directed the public buildings at San Elizario to
be used for the purpose of the commissioil, thus securing the government against this prolific, source of expenditure.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
.
.
.
W. H. EMORY,

.
JoHN R.

Bvt. Major U. 8. A., Chief Astro .. o/ Sur., .B. C.

BARTLETT,

Esq.,

U. S. Commi$sioneri

CAMP OPl>OSl'l'E PRESIDIO DEL NORTE,

August l, 1852•
. Sm: I have to inform you that in virtue of authority v'ested in me,
in your absence, by the honorable Secretary of the Interior, 1 have
drawn two checks in favor of T. W. Tansill, esq., quartermaster boundaxy commission-one for four thousand dollars, the other for twelve hundred dollars-which have been applied to the immediate and pressing
wants of the commission.
I expect to be at Eagle Pass in two months frorn this date, and at
that time desire to discharge two parties of about thirty men ea-ch, and
several of the assistants, and request that funds may be placed there
for the purpose-ten thousand dollars.
Several resignations have taken place, but I am yet much embarrassed
in my operations with too many assistants. I have; therefore, respectfully to request you will discharge, or at least not send to me or attach
to the surveying or astronomical party, any of the assistants now at El
Paso, or that may be brought by you from California, except two for
M:; ,Whipple's party, to be selected by him, and one for Mr. Radziminsk1 s party, to be selected by him.
In addition to the resignations last noted, I have to inform you of the
resignation of Mr. Von Rippel, which took effect July 23, 1852, and the
resignation of Mr. Philips, to take effect at a time yet to be determined.
I have appointed Mr. Edward Ingraham in the place of Mr. Von
Rippel, but he is now absent, and I have assigned his duties tern porarily
to assistant G. C. Gardner.
I have the honor to be your obedient servant,
W. H. EMORY,

Bvt. MaJor U. S. A., Chief Astro.

J. R.

BARTLETT,

Esq.,

U. S. Commissioner.

o/ Sur.,

B. C.
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CAMP OPPOSITE PRESIDIO DEL NoRTE,

August 15, 1852.
Sm: I wrote you on the 1st of August, asking to have the ten thousand
dollars at Fort Duncan on or about the last of October, to pay off the
men who were to be discharged. A much larger number than I then
supposed will be ready to receive discharges, and I request'that twenty
thousand dollars may be sent in place of ten.
In addition to the sum necessary to pay off the men, a new outfit for
most of the parties will be necessary.
I have the honor to be your obedient servant,
W. H. EMORY,
Brevet Major U. S. A., o/C., &-c.
JOHN R. BARTLETT, Esq.,
United States Commissioner.

ON

THE ROAD, NEAR FIRST CROSSING SAN PEDRO RIVER-;

September

is; 1852.

Sm : I have only time, as the mail passes, to acknowledge the receipt
of your letter from El Paso, by which I am glad to learn your sate return to that place.

·

I have finished all my work to the Presidio del Norte, and started a
surveying party down the river to meet the one coming from Eagle
Pass up, and am now on my way to reinforce both of them.
Owing to the entire insufficiency of the escort, I left all of Lieutenant
Green's command with the surveying party, and have been obliged to
proceed without one.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

W. H. EMORY
Bvt. Major U. S. A., Chief Astron. and Sur., B. C.
J. R. BARTLETT, Esq.,
United States Commissioner.

CAMP NEAR FoRT DuNCAN,

October 30, 1852.
Sm: I received your two checks-one for $12,000, the other for
$8,000. The merchants here refused to cash them, alleging that similar drafts had been protested in Washington. Unfortunately, a few
days afterwards notification was served on me, through one of the
leading houses here, that a small draft drawn by me under authority of
the Secretary of the Interior, at Presidio del Norte, and without which
the work would have been suspended at that point, had also been
protested .
. Th~ prote t was dated after the <leficiency bill and the appropriation bill had b ecome laws of the land. This settled the business. I
h cl fore ~hi ent an agent to an Antonio to see what could be done;
and unofficial advices this day received, inform me the largest draft has
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fallen into hands having, I know, large and ju·st claims against the
commission; so the whole object of my requisition, which was to have
twenty thousand dollars here in cash, to discharge and reorganize
parties concentrating on this point, is defeated.
I made the requisition for that limited amount, supposing you of
course would follow on immediately and join me here. Under these
circumstances, seeing the work about to be suspended, and myself
placed in so false a position, I immAdiately, on the receipt of the notification that my draft was repudiated in Washington, despatched
Lieutenant Michler to ascertain the cause, and correct, if possible, the
delinquencies.
I have now been one year on this work without seeing a dollar from
you, and have been obliged to sustain it by a system of credits, promises
and threats, wholly unknown to our government.
Considering the munificent appropriations made by Congress, I cannot think the survey has received anything like its just proportion of
the funds.
I received by mail your letter informing me you could not keep your
engagement to meet me at this place. In consequence of which, I have
this day made requisition for funds directly on the Department of
the Interior, to prevent, if possible, a suspension of the work, and the
scenes of disorder that must ensue if the parties collecting here are detained for want of means to send them on or discharge them.
I regret to learn by your letter that you have taken Mr. Radziminski
a_nd assistants with you, as two opportunities presented themselves
smce your arrival and that of Mr. Whipple's, at El Paso, by eiLher of
which he and his pc:1rty could have joined me with ease and safety.
I regret to learn also from Lieutenant Whipple that you have not
seen proper to furnish. him with funds. I understand your letter as
agreeing to my proposition that it was necessary to furnish with fonds
.
each chief of party.
So many and so complicated have become the difficulties growing
out of the long-continu~d absence of yourself, in whom rest all the
moneyed powers of the commission, that I would, to obviate them and
other difficulties, leave my work and go to any point to meet you; but
your letter is indefinite both as to time and place of meeting, and for
the present I content myself with sendina this to the place you name
as the most probable to meet you, Coma~go, or rather Ringgold barracks, the American post opposite.
.
My estimate for the year 1862 was $90,000-not a centtoo much,
though many of the items in that estimate would, from my increased
experience, now be chanaed.
This estimate was m~de at El Paso in duplicate, accompanied by
letter. One copy was directed to you, at, I think, San Diego, and the
other copy was directed to you through the Department of the Interior.
If you were not in place to receive it, that is no fault of mine, and ·
surely can never be used as a reason for the distressing and unusual
conditi?n in which I am placed, both personally and officially, by the
to~al failure_ to k~ep the :working people of this commission supplied
w1th a port1011 of the µrnmfi.cent funds voted by Congress for this work.

a
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At El Paso, to avoid stopping the work and to relieve the immediate
necessities of individuals, I certified to the correctness of pay accounts,
and the individuals sold them to shavers and brokers.
·
This necessity should .never occur on a government work, as it leads
to speculation, and is injurious to the credit of the government.
Should this meet you, I desire you will send me, with as little delay
as possible, twenty thousand dollars in cash, and cause thirty thousand
to be placed to my credit either in New Orleans or at Fort Brown.
Sho,uld you do so, the requisition on the government, if complied with,
will not be used.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
·
.
W. H. EMORY,
Bvt. Major U. S, A., ·fltief Astron. and Sur., U. S. B. C.

J. R.

BARTLETT,

Esq,,

United States Commissioner.

CAMP NEAR FoRT DuNCAN,

November 11, 1852.
SIR : Despaches reached me this morning by express, suspending
the work, particularly the line from the Rio Grande to the Gila river, as
determined by the two commissioners.
You will therefore, immediately on the receipt of this, stop all operations-repair with your party to. Fort Fillmore or El Paso, and there
await further orders.
I arI1, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. H. EMORY,
Bvt. Major Top. Engs. Cliiif Astron. and Sur., B. C.
· Lieut. A. W. WHIPPLE,
· Corps Top. Engs. on the Boundary Surrey.

RINGGOLD BARRACKS, December 20, 1852.
Sm: The drafts drawn by me, under authority of the Secretary of
the Interior, and the drafts sent me by you from E_l Paso, wPre all protested.. Notice of this and other circumstances beyond my control
caused me in effect to stop operations about the 6th of November, since
which time I have been, as directed by the Secretary, awaiting your
arrival; so that we have in fact been at work now one year without
receiving a dollar from the government, and many of the employes
have not been paid for a much longer period. As stated to you in conversation, at Pre idio del Norte a panic seized a large number of the
men-first, with th idea they never were to be paid, and, second, with
t~e fear of t~e Indian . Being in a country wholly remote from any
aid, I fi und_ 1t ab olutely nece ary to keep the men in ser:vice, and,
upon th ~a1th of rd rs from the department, and the expectation of
n mectmg you, I promised they should be paid and discharged at
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Fort Duncan. I desire now to take the only remaining step left to
enable me to redeem that pledge, and to request, if there is a dollar left,
it may be distributed among these men.
Enclosed is a list of the officers and men in service, and the amounts
due each up to November 20, l 852. Subsequent revision of the accounts may show a slight alteration.
The total amount of this list is _. _.•. _~ ____ .. - .. - - - - . - - . . $16,439
The pay, &c., up to this ·time, will be, in addition ....... - . 7,000
To which is to be added a check for $12,000, drawn by you
in my favor, turned over to T. W. Tansill, quartermaster
of the boundary commission, accepted by Messrs. Lewis &
Groesbeck, expended in drafts by Mr. 'fansill, and subsequently repudiated by Messrs. Lewis & Groesbeck ... - . 12,000
There is also due, chief:ly in San Antonio, about $8,000, the
amount of the drafts drawn by me. under authority of_ the
8,000
Secretary, and non-accepted _____ . ______ ... _ . . . . . . . . •
Total amount. ______ • ______ ••• _.. _ • _ • . • . . . . . . .

43,439

I think it unnecessary to<make a requisition on you for fonds for the
further prosecution of the work until the above demands are satisfied.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
·
W. H. EMORY,
Bvt. Major U. S. A., Chief Astr. and Surveyor -,S. C.
JoHN R. BARTLETT, Esq.,
United States Commissioner.

List of amounts d-ue to officers and employes ef the United States boundary ·
commission-approximately.
Names.

Grade.

C. C. Parry. __________ • _... . Botanist, &c. __ • _•• ____ .. ,
J. M. Bigelow .. ____ . ____ ___ Surgeon .. _. ____ . __ . _...
M. T. Chandler ______ ..• ___ . Assistant surveyor ...•... .A. C. V. Schott ...•.••...... ________ do. ____________ _
Thos. Thompson. ___________ . __ ..... do ..... _...•....
P. Creniou. ___ ••• _____ .. __ . Computer _____ .. _- ·- ... .
E. Ingraham .. __ .....•• __ • . Assistant surveyor ....... .
T. W. Jones . _____ .. _____ . _ Assistant, astro. dep't .... .
E. A. Phillips . _ ... __ .. ____ . Assistant .. __ ........ - ..
J. H. Houston. _____ ._. __ .• _ .. _.do._~ __ . ___ ~ __ ..... .
H. M. Bigelow .. ___ .. _.•• __ Assistant, medical dep't .. .
T. W. Tansill ... _... _. ____ . Q. M. and commissarv. __ _
Geo. S. Peirce .•.. _... ___ __ _ Clerk Q. M. and com'ry __ .
Jno. Lawson .•.•......•• _.. Assista~t, astro. dep't. •••.
4

An;10unt.

$400

360
1,250
1,000

133
240
1,300
200
400
100
40

2,133
420

330
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LIST-Contjnued.
Names.

Grade.

Amount.

-------------

G. C. Gardner.............. Ass't surveyor and clerk .. .
Geo. Ipsen ........... _. . . . . Laborer ............... .
J as. North .....••.•..... _. . Teamster .•......... .. ...
Jno. Woodland ..• ~......... Laborer .......•........
Chas. Abbott. . • • • . . . . . . . . . . . .. do .......... _..•.....
Thos. Turnbull, (dead) .•........ do .••.•....••........
Geo. Whales . • . . . . . . . . • . . . . Cook ................... .
Salvador Estrado . . • . . . . . . . . Servant ....... -. ....... .
F. ,v eindecker ...... :. . . . . . Laborer ................ .
C. M. Stone .. _ .••............. do ... ·............... .
L. ·-w~. Carpenter. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. do .............•.....
Serapio Soldano , .•......... . .. do .................. .
Michael Ruth .................. do ..•................
Benj. Anderson ............ ~ ... do ..•....•...........
J no. Young . . . . • • . . • . • • . • . . . .. do .........•.........
Eduardo Vegas ........ _....... do ........•..........
And. Stevens. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Cook .. _............... .
Wm. L. R andolf. . . . . . . . . . . . Blacksmith ............. .
Thos. McGuire . . . . . . . . . . . . . Wagon-master._ .. _..... .
Christobal Martinez ......... Teamster •..............
Geo. R oss . . . . . . . . . .• _. • • . . . ... do ...............•..
.J. Tucker . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Attendant, astro. dep't ....
B. F . Burns ... _. . . . . . . . . . . . . ... do .... . ... do .•......
E. B. Cross . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Teamster ........ _..•...
E. Cook:. . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . Cook: ..........•.....•..
Jose Morales . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Laborer ............... .
J as. H artley . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . Commissary sergeant .... .
E. H ernandez . . . . . . • • • . • • . . H erder ..• _•. _...•......
Mariano Frescas . . . . . . . . . . . . Servant .••...•...••.•..
J ames Butler . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . Express man ..•... _•....
H enry R an stein ........... . ..... . do .•...•.•.•.•.....
Jose Caballero . . . . . . . . . . . . . . H erder. ...... __ .....•..
Jose Gutieras . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Servant ............... .
J as . Kilp atrick ............. _ · L aborer ............... .
F. P erez. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Servant ............... .
J as. Sullivan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . L aborer ............... .
Jas. Stephens . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Cook .. . _.............. .
J a. . Dillan . . ...... . ........ T eamster .............. .
Blc1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ~ervant _.............. .
J. I. Chaddick. ............ T eam~t r ............•..
J. ll. Gunn ......... _ •... _ . . ... do ...............•..
} ; llo5e ................ _ . . . ... do _.... _.........•..
;~- - - - - - - • • • • • • • • • • • • • • do . _....... _....... .
1
- Iorri:, O' Br1:e·u· · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · d • • · • · · • • • • · • · • • • • •
· · - - . • • • • • • • . . ... do ••...•.•.•••...••.•

:Ja : ~~):~

$200

146
175
275
175
275
150

165
140
480
220
320
140
300
265
75
175
50
120
2-5

50
440
50
25
180
30
90

10
125
125
300
150

50
30
90
200

300
50
120
200

30
30
30
30
30
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LIST-Continued.
Names.

Grade.

Amount.

H. White _____ •. ___ .. _. __ . _ Cook __ ... _ . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Patrick Hendley .. __ ... __ ••. Teamster ..... - - . - . - - - . J as. Cawood . _...... ____ ... _... do .... - ........ - . ~ . Nelson Vosburgh ....... _. _...... do ... - . - .. - .... - .. - Leonardo Roderigas _. . . . . . . . Laborer _ ...... - . - . . . . . .
For express service and miscellaneous ______ ..••••....... _..• _ . . . . • . . . . . . . . . .

$30
30
30
30
125
1,250

Total amount. . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . • . . . .

16,439

T. W. TANSILL,
A. Q. M. and Commissary U. S. B. C.
EAGLE

P Ass,

TEXAS,

Noi•ember 20, 1852.

The name of Mr. John H. Clark is omitted in the above list by Mr.
Tansill. I folJnd him rated as computer. On the 18th of July I appointed him assistant to the chief astronomer, v_ice Smith, and raised
his salary from $720 to $1,000 per annum. The total amount due him
is $1,475.

W. H. EMORY,
Brevet Major U. S. A.

RI:VGGOLD BARRACKS,

December 2.1, 1852.
Srn: In reply to your letter of this date, I have to state, I concur with
you in opinion that the survey cannot be carried on one day longer if
there is no money. I recommend that all the instruments be stored at
the post nearest to which the surveying parties may be at this time;
that the men all be· transported to San Antonio, and there discharged ;
that the wagons all be taken to the same place and stored, and one
hundred of the best mules be taken and placed, upon some ranch near
San Antonio, where the grass is good-these one hundred mules and
wagons to be kept there for the subsequent use of the commission; that
all the rest of 1he animals and other property of the commission, destructible in character, be sold in San Antonio, at public sale, after one
month's advertisement; that the assistants all be ordered to Washington
to report to me in person, with their notes .
. ~f the "':agons and _mules recommended to be retajned, and the provis10ns, will be received by any quartermaster or commissary of the
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army, to he returned in kind when required, I recommend them to be
turned over to such persons.
Most of the arms in the use of the commission have been received
from the ordnance department through me ; they should be turned
over to the ordnance officer at San Antonin.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. H. EMORY,
Brevet Major, qrc.
JoHN

R.

BARTLETT,

Esq.,

. United• States Commissioner.

RINGGOLD BARRACKS,

December 24, 1852.
Srn : In addition to the property recommended to be reserved in my
letter to you of the 21st instant, I suggest that the pack-saddles, and
horsemen's saddles and bridles, also be reserved from sale.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

W. H. EMORY,
Brevet Major U. S. A., Chief Astr.·and Surveyor B. C.
JoHN

R.

BARTLETT,

Esq.,

United States Commissioner.

RINGGOLD BARRACKS,

December 26, 1852.
Sm: I hand you herewith the transfer list of the men of the United
States boundary commission, now at Ringgold barracks. This list
shows the accounts of each hired man, and also the amount due by each
to Davis and Durst, who have kindly advanced them clothing, with
the understanding that the amount <lue is to be stopped by the disbursing agent when the men are paid off.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

W. H. EMORY,
Brevet Major, qrc.
JoHN

R.

BARTLETT,

Esq.,

United States Commissioner.

CORPUS CHRISTI,

January l, 1853.
Sr~: In r,urs~ance of a previous arrangement, I have this day directed
Ir. G. C. Gardmer to tum ov r to you, or your order, the public property of th bo~ndary commission in his possession.
nd<:r~tnndmg the uarterma ter d partment of the army is engaged m purchasing transportation, I respectfully recommend that a
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ten<ler shall be made to that department of all the wagons and animals
of the commission, at a valuation to be fixed by disinterested persons.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W.H.EMORY,
Brevet Major, ~·c.
JoHN R. BARTLETT, Esq.,
United States Commissioner.

. CoRPUS CHRISTI,

, January 2, 1853.
Sm: Understanding from you that Lieut. Whipple has made to you
at various times since my appointment to this work as chief astronomer
and surveyor, reports direct without coming through me, I hereby
respectfully ·p rotest against his having done so, and ask that those reports may be forthwith returned to me.
Lieut. Whipple never made any report to me until August 20, 1852,
an<l then oi::ily a few lines, wholly unsatisfactory. I wa.s auxious to believe that this neglect was the result of accident. It now appears designed, and l now take the first opportunity to protest against this act
on his part, as directly contrary to the regulations, and as wholly without a precedent in any department of the government.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

W. H. EMORY,
flre1:et Major,
JoHN

R.

Esq.,
United States Commissioner.

tc.

BARTLETT,

NEW ORLEANS, LA.,

January ll, 1853. .
Sm : I hereby invite your concurrence in recommending to the honorable Secretary of the Interior the following modifications of the regulations of the 4th November, 1851 :
1st. The chief astronomer and surveyor shall have the absolute
power of appointing and dismissing all assistants in the department of
astronomy and surveying; the number and grade of the assistants to be
agreed upon by the commissioner and astronomer.
2d. All co-ordinate scientific branches shall be under the direction of
the. chief astronomer and surveyor.
3d. No bill of expenses or salary shall be paid to any persons employed under 1st and 2d, without the written approval of the chief astronomer and surveyor.
4th. No office of agent, quartermaster, or commissary shall exist
except it be that of disbursing agent, but all responsibility of property
and money for the service of any party shall rest where it does in other
surveys, with the chief of the party.
5. No report shall be made to the commissioner by any of the employes without making it through the chief astronomer and surveyor;
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the assembly and collation of the work to be made under the orders
and direction of the chief astronomer and surveyor.
· All estimates of fonds shall be made by the chiefs of parties to the
chief astronomer and surveyor, vvhich estjmates shall be revised and
approved by the chief astronomer and surV(?J.0r; and the commissioner,
if he approve the same, shall furnish the funds to each of the . parties
before going into the field, and shall hold each chief of party account·
able for the same.
In case of disagreement with the chief astronomer and surveyor as
to the amount or character of an estimate, the same shall be referred to
the honorable Secretary of the Interior.
The per diem commutation allowance to officers of the army on duty
with the commission to be restored, provided no per diem whatever is
allowed to any person on detached service.
Understanding, from your conversation, your general concurrence in
these views, I $ay nothing to illustrate their necessity.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant.
·
W. H. EMORY,
Brevet Major United State~: Army.
JoHN R. BARTLETT, Esq.,
United States Commissioner.

WASHINGTON, F ebruary J.O, 1853.
Sm: In reply to your note of F ebruary 9, received this day, I have
to st.ate that on the 20th of D ecember, when I fir st met you at Ringgold barracks, I furnished you with a list showing the amount due
each officer and man up to the 20th November, 1852, of whose accounts
I had any knowle<lge. At Corpus Christi a transfer list was hand ed
you of the men in my personal party. Since, some have been paid
al'ld some discharged by you, or your order. The transfer of these
papers to you, and your subsequent acceptance of all the property and
·debts of the commission, leaves with you all the knowledge, or means
of acquiring it, which is not possessed by me. After the transfer of
these lists, and the men with them , it is not in my power to say who
were discharged, or when they w ere discharged; and my knowledge
only extends to those assistants who were required by me in Washing-ton, a list of whom you have been furni shed with. I am, howeVtr, m
hourly expectation of the arrival of Mr. T ansill, quartermaster and
commissary, who wm on his arrival be directed to give you such
information as he may possess, so as to complete the rolls from the
day when I handed the transfer list to you up _to the present ti~eH e probably has kept a note of when the different. persons were drncharged by your ao-ent, Mr. Thurber. Th ere are some under my
ord r. who e ~ccounts I have never seen or had anything to do with,
beyond a.ppr vmg the monthl pay accounts upon the certificate of the
1iolcl 'r . .1. o tat m nt of their accounts was ever furni . . hed me by
yo or o h ·r" wh n I t ok the commancl .
. h a Jrma. t r T njll and a i. . tant Chandler were directed to furIll
to Y r rd r, at an Antonio, the transfer list of all the men not
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embraced in the transfer list handed you at Corpus Christi, up to the
date of transfer. What your agent, Mr. Thurber, has paid on these, it
is, of course, impossible for me to know; but Mr. Tan~ill, on his arrival, can furnish copies of the tni.nsfe~ list given by himself and Mr.
Chandler.
For the purpose of an estimate, the general statement furnished you
December 20, showing the amount of indebtednes~ up to November
20, may be relied on. From this you will have to subtract the sums
paid by you, or under your order, and add· the pay which may have
accumulated up to the date of discharge of the individual.
I will immediately make the estimate you request; but before doing
so, I desire you will furnish me with Lieutenant Whipple's report to
you, which should have been sent through me, and also with the notes
forwarded by him to the Department of the Interior, enclosed in a box
directed to you. I have previously written you on the subject, and request your answer. I claim this report and these notes as my right,
and cannot make any estimate without first seeing these notes and
drawing my own conclusions as to the character of the work and its
present condition.
I am the surveyor of the whole line, and of no particular part of it,
and cannot consent to acquiesce in any arrangement which falls short
of this, as I should do were I to make an estimate for only a d~vision
of the work.
1 beg your early attention to this subject, and remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

W. H. EMORY,
Bvt. MaJor U.S. A., Chief Astr. and Surveyor B. C. ,
JoHN

R.

BARTLETT,

Esq.,

United States Commissioner.

'-N ASHINGTON, February 11, 1853.
Sm: In reply to your note of this date, I have to state that your request embraced not only an estimate for the survey of the unfinished
portion of the boundary along the Rio Grande, but "also for the office
'\vork in ·w ashington in constructing the maps."
' I cannot make that estimate without knowing the amount of office
work to be done; and how am I to arrive at that knowledge without
seeing the notes and maps of the survey, and the progress that may be
already made in projecting it on paper?
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. H. EMORY.
JoHN R. BARTLETT, Esq.,

United States Com1nission<f1-.
W ASHLNGTON, February 14, 1853.
_Sr~: Enclosed is an estimate of funds for finishing the survey of the
R10 Grande, and for the expenses of the office-work of the whole line,
for one year.
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I think the present a fit occasion to repeat the recommendation so
often made by me, that a disbursing agent be appointed, who shall be,
so far as the fonds of the survey are concerned, under the orders of the
chief who actually conducts the operations in the field. Unless this is
the case, confusion and misunderstanding must continue.
I also repeat my recommendation that the office of quartermaster
and commissary, and agencies of all description, be abolished, and
their duties centred in one disbursing and property agent, to reside in
Washington or New Orleans.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, .
W. H. EMORY,
Bvt. Major U. S. A., Chief Astr. and Surveyor B. C.
JoHN

R.

Esq.,
United States Commissioner.

BARTLETT,

Estimate offunds for completing the sur,Jey

ef the Rio

Grande.

FOR TWO ASTRONOMICAL PARTIES FOR SIX MONTHS.

One chief astronomer and surveyor ...... __ .....••
Two assistants . ___ ••• ___ .• __ ..•...... __ .. . . . . .
Two sub-assistants .. __ ..... _••.•... __ .... _____ .
One c1erk. _........•. ___ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
One draughtsman ..... _......... _. • . • . . . . . . . . . .
T en men, at $30 per month_ ..... _ .......... __
Six observing-tents, at $70 each ............. _ . . . .
Twelve common tents, at $8 each • _ . _.. __ . _. . . . . .
Two wall-tents, at $40 each .•••••. __ . _ . . . . . . . . . •
T\vo boats ..........•.•.................. _. _. •
Subsistence .......................• ____ .. __ • • •
Transportation and personal expenses ...... ____ . _.
Transportation, repairs, and storage of instruments _.
u

_.

$1,500
1,200
1,000
500
600
1,800
420
96
80
400
1,500
4,500
5,000
$18,596

FOR THE PARTY TO COMPLETE THE UNFINISHED WORK ABOVE
EAGLE PASS.

One principal assistant for six months . ____ .. _____ _
One sub-assistant for six months_ .. ___ ....... _. __ _
Twenty men, at $40 per month, for six months .... .
Five thou~and rations, at 30 cents per ration ....... .
Eicrht India-rubber boats ..... _. _•...............
Equiparre, ropes, riatas, &c ............ _.• _... _.•
Tran. portation of as~i tants to and from the work,
F and p r:-onal ex pen
____ . _. __ . ____ • _____ . __ .
orag for animal .. - .•..... - ... - -.... - . . . . . . .•

$900
500
4,800
1,500
1,000
400
1,500
1,500

12,100
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SURVEYING PARTIES TO WORK FROM LOREDO TO THE
MOUTH OF THE RIVER.

Two assistants for six months ....••••..........•.• $1,200
Two sub-assistants for six months . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . •
800
Thirty men, at $30 per month, for six months. • . . . . • 5,400
Six thousand rations, at 30 cents per ration...... . . . 1,800
}'our boats, of the first quality . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . •
800
Equipage., tents, sounding lines, signals, &c.. . . . . . . . 1,000
Transportation and personal expenses of assistants . • 2,000
Amount .•.....•........•.....•...•.•..........

43,696

Estimate for the office-work for one year.

Pay of chief ailtronomer and surveyor ..•. ___ ....•... _ • _ •
principal assistant .................•...........
four assistants, each at $1,200 per annum ... _ ......•
one clerk ....................... ~ ............ .
five sub-assistants, each at $1,000 per annum ..... .
two computers, each at $800 per annum ....... _ . _
one geologist and botanist. ..................... .
one zoologist ................................. .
collaborators in geology, botany, and zoology_ ..... _
t\vo draughtsmen, each at $1,500 per annum ..•....
two draughtsmen, each at $1,000 per annum ... _ ...
Rent of office ....••.................................
Orderly to office ...............................' ..... .
Stationery, drawing-tables, and instruments ............. .
Personal and travelling expenses of chief and assistants ... .
Pay of one disbursing and property agent, to be under the
orders of the chief astronomer ...................... .
Amount ..........•........•.. _ •......••..•...

$3,000
1,800
4,800
1,000
5,000
1,600
1,200
1,200
2,400
3,000
2,000
500
360
500
5,000
2,500
35,860

RECAPITULATION.

Amount of estimate for completing the survey of the Rio
Grande . _.. _ ~ ..... __ ..... _. ___ . _. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $43,696
Amount of estimate for office-work for one year. . . . . . . . . . . 35,860
Ten per cent. for contingencies.........................
7,956
Total amount ................ ~.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

87,512
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WASHINGTON,

February 17, 1853.

S_rn: I have withheld this report, of the same date as my estimate,
hopmg Mr. Chandler would reach here and enable me to speak decisively of section- ten of the wbrk. · He has not yet arrived; and as the
estimate .is about ·going · in, -I ~end the report, which I think should
accompany it. It wilhhow the vast amount of work done, and remove
any objection to the -estimate.
Very respectfully ,-your obedient servant,
-· - ·· ·
W. H. EMORY,
Brevet :Major, (le.
J. R. BARTLETT, Esq.,
United States Commissioner.

February 14, 1853.
Sm: The estimate this day submitted will give a very precise idea
'of the quantity of.work.remaining to be done on the Rio Grande; but
a specific-account of what has been accomplished is requested in :your
letter of the 9th·inst., and is also proper to be made as a record of the
operations of the-joint commission up -to this date. On arriving at Frontera, and taking charge of the operations of the
commission in that quarter, in November, 1851, I found my predecessor
in the act .of erecting an observatory at that point. I was a]rn specially
informed by him that no satisfactory determinations had been made at
that or an:r point on the river below, nor was there a trace or a note
left me of any observations having been made there or elsewhere,
except of . the point determined by you ancl Lieutenant Whipple as the
initial point on the river, in latitude 32° 22'.
I found two parties -engaged in the survey of the river, under the
orders of .Colonel Graham; one having commenced two months preceding my arrival, at the point 32° 22' on the river, and the other
having commenced a week or ten days preceding my arrival at Frontera. The first had nearly reached Frontera, and the other was met by
me opposite El Paso, having completed about eight miles. This was
the state of the wor:k as I found it.
. ·
I immediately completed the erection of the observatory at Fr~nte~a,
which I took charge of in person; established another at San Ehzano,
under the direction of Lieutenant Smith, and detached Lieutenant
Michler with two parties to establish an observatory at Eagle Pass, aµd
to commence the survey of the river upwards from that point. At the
same time the two surveying parties found in the field were re-enforced,
re-equipped, and reinstructecl to push the survey with all despatch
consistent with a due regard to accuracy. ,.fhis was in mid-winter,
the ground covered with snow, and, as the official correspondence
alr~ady shows, with not a dollar at my command. From that time
until tbe 15th of November, when the work was virtually suspended,
the su~ Y wa pressed under every disadvantaae, and with what succe ~ will e . ~?wn by the following summary of results:
;. The P · 1t1on of rontera and an Elizario were determined in
1 tltu , n their p itions in longitude determined by observations
WASHINGTON,
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running through four lunations, and the stations, together with the astronomical station of Mr. Salazar at El Paso, connected together by
flashes-the combined observations forming, probably, the best-determined geographical positi9n in the interior of the continer. t.
2. The position of the canon one hundred miles below San Elizario
was elaborately determined by me, and connected with San Elizario
by flashes.
3. The Presidio del Norte was determined by me, elaborately, in lat.itude and longitude.
4. The latitude of Eagle Pass was determined by Lieutenant Michler, the longitude by myself.
6. The position of Loredo was determined by me~ (nearly,) and observatories erected at Ringgold barracks, ready to set up the great instruments, when the ·work was suspended.
6. Various intermediate points were determined in latitude by the
sextant, and the approximate longitude by the passage of chronometers.
7. The survey of the river from El Paso to the Presidio del Norte
was completed by assistant Von Rippel.
8. The survey of the river from Eagle Pass to Loredo, under the
orders of Lieutenant Michler.
· 9. The survey of the river from Eagle Pass to the mouth of the
Pecos, by assistant Schott.
10. The survey of the river from Presidio del Norte to Fort Vincente.
by assistant M. 'I'. W. Chandler.
11. The resurvey of the river from Frontera to 32° 22', by principa.
assistant Charles Radziminski. ·
An examination of the notes of this survey originally made, and the
attempt to plot them, showed them insufficient and inaccurate. In
stating the necessity of making this resurvey, I wish distinctly to be
understood as casting no reflection on my predec·essor, who, I have no
doubt, would have done the same thing himself; and who, if my recollection serves me, expressed doubts of its sufficiency. I ordered the
resurvey with reluctance, knowing that I was touching on disputed
ground, with which I desired, in its then condition, not to touch; but it
occurred to me-and I think the judgment sound-that if any. weight or
consideration could be attached to commencing the survey at that point,
the consequences, if any, had already been incurred and that it was to
the best interest of the government, if it made any survey at all, tu ·
make a correct one.
All the ·work enumerated, from one to eleven, has been examined
by myself or by an officer of topographical engineers, and may be
considered as admissible, except at in the 10th sec6on, which has
not yet been received; and I have delayed this statement in hopes that
the assistant in charge and in possession of the notes would arrive, to
afford me the opportunity of doing so. One of the sub-assistants of
that party who touk an efficient part in the survey has arrived, however, and I am induced to think the work, as far as it went, will be
acceptable.
Thi s section, the most difficult on the work, was intended to reach
to the mouth of the Pecos and connect with that of assistant Schott at
that point; but, from causes which could not be a:voided-the. ac.ci-
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· dental destruction of the boats and the impassable character of the
· ground on the banks of the river-the party broke down at San Vincente; and at the moment of preparing a refit, intelligence was received
which suspended the work.
So, then, with the exception of this distance between Fort Vincente
and the mouth of the Pecos, about one hundred miles, which has been
reconnoitred, and presents no difficulties in its execution, the work is
completed to Loredo. Besides which, observatories have been erected
at Ringgold barracks, and most of the materials collected and in place
for the final observatory at the mouth of the river. lt was contemplated, and I think with reason, that six months more of uninter·rupted labor would have completed the field-work.
I make no note here of the surveys made incidentally, such as the
reconnaissance of the road by the way of Corralitas to the Pimos village, by assistants Ingraham and Parry; the reconnaissance of the route
on the parallel of 31° 48', as far as Lake Guzman, by assistant Gardner; of the opening by myself of a wagon-road from Presidio d~l Norte
to the San Antonio road, by which' the distance to and from Chihuahua
·is reduced six hundred miles; and the reconnaissances made on the
Mexican side, and the opening of a more direct road from El ~aso to
the Presi<l.io del Norte; and of the survey and barometric levellmgs of
the road from San Antonio to El Paso. Nor is it a fit occasion to note
the vast amount. of materials collected by me, and under my orders, in
geology, botany, and zoology, forth er than to say we have collected
sufficient to illustrate completely the physical geography of the zone of
country extending along the boundary from the initial point on the
Pacific, to near the mouth of the Rio del Norte, on the Gulf of Mexico.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

W.- H. EMORY,
Bvt. 1Wajor U. S. A., Chief Astronomer and Surveyor B. C.

J. R.

BARTLETT,

Esq., U. S. Commissioner.

CAMP ON SAN PEDRO RIVER,

September 9, 185 .
Sm: Learning that you are about to visit Santa Cruz for the purpose
of procuring provisions, animals, &c., on account of the deficiency in
the supply furnished by the quartermaster and commissary department
a_t the Copper .Mines, for the survey and reconnaissance of the Gila
nver, I have to request that you ·11 procure for my party provisions
for fifty days, and a~ additional number of six pack-animals, with packsaddl~s, and two arneros equipped; Rlso two riding-saddles and bridles.
Thi_s, of course,_ so far as the subsistence goes for the assistants and
men, 1s to be mod1fiecl by anythinowhich you may have provided for
0
to meet u at ~he Pimos villages.
I remarn, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. B. GRAY,
U. 8. Surveyor, <}"c.
Hon. J · R. BARTLETT, U. S. Commissioner, <}"c., ~c.
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P. S.-I have received no communication from Col. Graham, in
answer to my application for instruments, as yet.

A. B. G.
SAN DrnGo, CALIFORNIA,
February 14, 1852
Sm: I beg leave herewith to furnish you with a copy of my hasty
report to Col. Graham, dated January 10, 1852. A copy was also addressed, during your absence, to the honorable the Secretary of the Interior, for the purpose of placing before the department a knowledge
of the progress of the work.
··
Since that time, the party has been employed in plat6ng the notes
of the survey and in computing astronomical and magnetic observations,
all of which furnish most satisfactory results.
I remain, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. W. WHIPPLE,
Lieutenant U. S. Topographical Engineers.

J No. R.

BARTLE'.rT,

Esq.,

Com. U.S. and M. Boundary Survey, San Diego, Cal.

MEXICAN BOUNDARY COMMISSION,

·
Benicia, California, March 26, 1862
Srn: The Dnited States boundary commission will leave San Diego
early in April on its return to El Paso, via the Rio Gila, and will, during its journey, complete the survey f that river near its junction with
the Colorado.
An escort, under the command of Brevet Lieutenant Colonel Craig,
was furnished the commission for its protection. The number of sol~
diers remaining at present at San Diego is so small, in consequence of
desertions, that I fear it will not afford the requisite protection to the
engineering par~ies when on duty, and for guard at night.
have
therefore to request the favor of you to detail about twenty sold1~.r~,. or
such number as you may deem proper, to accompany the comm1ss10n
as far as the Pimos villages, on the Gila.
With high respect, I am your obedient servant,
JOHN R. BARTLETT,

!

Commissioner.

General HITCHCOCK,
Commanding Pacific Division, Benicia.

HEADQUARTERS PACIFIC DIVISION,
Benicia, March 27, 1E52.
Sm: Herewith I have the honor to enclose special or~er~ No. 1~, of
this date, issued in accordance with your request, c?nveymg 1~struct10ns
to the officers commanding at the mission of San Diego and I! ort Yuma,
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11:outh of the Gila, to provide you with suitable escorts to the Pimos
villages. I have included the commanding officer at the former post,
in case you should find it necessary to call upon him for a . guard as
far as the Gila.
Wishing you a very pleasant passage down the coast, I am, with
great respect, your obedient servant,
E. A. HITCHCOCK,
Breret Brigadier General Commanding.
Hon. J. R. BARTLETT,
U. S. Com1nissioner, o/C., tc.

HEADQUARTERS p ACIFIC DIVISION,
Benicia, California, March 27, 1852.
[SPECIAL ORDERS No. 18.J
The commanding officer at the mission of San Diego will furnish to
the Hon. J. R. Bartlett, U. S. commissioner for running the boundary
line between the United States and Mexico, on his application therefor, such an escort as will be sufficient to accompany him to Fort
Yuma.
The commanding officer at Fort Yuma will provide the commissioner
a suitable escort to the Pimos villages, to be commanded by an officer,
to whom instructions will be given to make, on his return to Fort Yuma,
a detailed report of the character of the country passed over, describing its general features, its timber, water, products, Indians, &c., and
its capabilities for supplying a military post near the Pimos villages .
. By order of General Hitchcock.
E. I:>. TOWNSEND,
Assistant Adjutant General.

MEXICAN BOUNDARY COMMISSION,
San Diego, California, May 5, 1852.
CoLONEL: Enclosed I send for your perusal an order from General
Hitchcock for an escort to accompany the boundary commission to
Fort Yuma, on the Colorado.
In accordance with the same, I have to request that you will furnish
me with ten men-six to go with my cattle, which I shall send a fow
days in advance, and four to accompany me; or a larger number, if
in your judgment it be necessary.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN R. BARTLETT,
Commissioner.
Colonel MAGRUDER,
Commanding a.t San Diego.

~~
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MISSION

OF

SAN

DIEGO,

May 9, 1852.
DEAR Sm: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your
communic~tion calling for an escort of six men to protect the cattle of
the commission to Camp Yuma, (afterwards changed to four,) and to
state that they were despatched with them this morning, when your
agent reported- that he was ready.
The other six asked for will be furnished as soon as required by you.
I request, however, that I may be informed a_ day or two in advance,
at what precise ~ime they will be wanted, as the preparation for transportation necessary for their rations, &c., might otherwise cause you
delay.
I am, sir, with high respect, your most obedient servant,
J. B. MAGRUDER,
Bvt. Lieut. Col., Capt. 1st Art., Com'g Post.
Hon. J. R. BARTLETT,
U. S. Boundary Commissioner, near San D ·iego, Cal.

UNITED STATES BouNDARY CoMMISSION,
Camp Yuma, Colorado Ri_ver, June 11, 1852.
Srn : Enclosed I have the honor to transmit to you " special order"
No. 18, from General Hitchcock, to furnish the United States boundary
commission under my charge with a suitable escort to the Pimos vil ·
lages.
.
I should hardly deem an escort necessary at this time, were it not
that the engineers engaged on that portion of the Gila yet to be surveyed
will necessarily be in small parties, and often miles apart. I think
that a force of about 25 men will b~ amply sufficient to perform the
duty required.
.
.
With high respect, I am your obedient servant,
JOHN R. BARTLETT,
Commissioner
· Major S. P. HEINTZELMAN,
Commanding at Fort Yuma.

HEADQUARTERS, CAMP Yul\u, CAL,,
June 11, 1852.
Srn: In reply to your letter of yesterday, I have the honor to state
that Lieut. Geo. H. Page, second infantry, will report to you with an
escort of two non-commissioned officers and 25 men, to accompany the
commission as far as the Pimos villages.
I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient . servant,
S. P. HEINTZELMAN, ·
Captain Second Infantry, Brevet Major.
Hon. JoHN R. BARTLETT.,
United States Commiss-ioner.
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MEXICAN BOUNDARY COMMISSION, CAMP YUMA,
June 12, 1S52.
Srn: In conformity with instructions just received from the Department of the Interior, I have to inform you that "all officers, civil and
military, attached to the boundary commission, will be furnished by the
quartermaster and commissary with the nPcessary quarters and subsistence; but that no commutation of personal expenses will be allowed
them for any period during which they are provided."
Vlhen such officer is engaged on a service where his quarters, transportation and subsistence cannot be furnished by the commission, the
department will reserve a discretion to allow commutation or not.
I deem it my duty to apprize you of the instructions from the department at the earliest moment, that you may govern yourself accordingly ;
and, as you have already provided yourself with subsistence from your
private funds for the journey to El Paso, I wil1 recommend the department to allow you for said journey the commutation hereafter allowed.
I am,.. very respectfully, yours,

JOHN R. BARTLETT,
Commissioner.
Lieut. A. W. WHIPPLE,
Assistant Astr., U.S. B. C., Camp Yuma.

CAMP YuMA, June 13, 1852.
Sm: In consequence of the death of Brevet Lieutenant Colonel L.
S. Craig, late commander of the boundary line escort, the immediate
direction of the inen devolves on Sergeant Quin until the next superior
officer is reached.
You having been designated by Major Heintzelman as the commander
of the additional escort granted to me by General Hitchcock, I have to
request you, as the superior military officer in command, to take the
direction and control of the late Colonel's non-commissioned officers and
men, with same manner as if your own, so long as you occupy the position which you now hold.
I am yours, very respectfully,
JOHN R. BARTLETT,
Commissioner.
Lieut. GEo. H. PAGE,
Second Infantry, commanding escort U. S. B. C.

CAMP U. S. BouNDARY CoMMISSION,
Rio Gila, June 20, 1852.
SIR: For the preservation of the health of the commission, I deem it
nee . ary that uch of its members, and of the escort, not absolutely
r qu~red fir th p~ot ction of the surveying party under the c?mma1:d
f Li ut ~nant v hirple, should proceed without delay to the P1mos v1llag , where there 1s an abundance of vegetables, so necessary in this
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region, where the scurvy is so prevalent, and which has already shown
itself in our party.
,
The preservation of the animals, on which the success of the suryey
and the lives of the officers and men so much depend,· also reqmres
that all not necessary for carrying on the _survey should .reac~ a poi~1t
'\vhere good grass may be found, which exists at or near the Pimos villages.
Under these circumstances, 1 have decided to proceed at once to the
Pimos villages, and there await the arrival of Lieuten3:n! Whipple and
his party; and with this view, as the ~ve men remammg of the late
Colonel Craig's command are not reqmred on the survey, I have to
request that they, being now under your command, may accompany
me.
Whatever escort is deemed necessary by Lieutenant Whipple and
yourself you will please furnish him, and with the remainder accompany me to the Pimos villages.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
.
JOHN R. BARTLETT,
Commissioner.
GEORGE W. p AGE,
Commanding Escort U. S. B. C.

CAMP OF THE BouNDARY CoMMISSION,

Maricopa Village, July l, 1852.
Sm : I address you at this time for the purpose of correcting an error
in your communication to me of the 15th May, transmitting a report of
your survey of the Rio Gila. I would have done it at the time your
letter was received, but was prevented by illness until after you had left
San Diego.
After speaking of the operations of Mr. Salazar, the Mexican commissioner, and yourself, from the "initial point," on the Rio Grande,
to station 12, one and · a quarter degree west, you observe that "the
arrival of Mr. Gray, then surveyor, caused on our part a suspension of
the work at this point." Of the incorrectness of the above assertion you
must be aware, knowing that the survey was stopped by your leaving
the line, and not returning for a month or more. The first intimation I had
relative to the matter, was by a note from yourself, wherein you stated
that you had been ordered to report yourself to Colonel Graham i,n
person at Frontera, near El Paso, and should leave forthwith. At the
same time you resigned your place as acting chief astronomer, and left
the line, thereby suspending the survey on the part of the United States,
although acting under a resolution of the joint commission. Of the impropriety of this whole proceeding I will not now speak.
General Conde immediately addressed me a note, protesting against
your course in leaving the_survey without notice being sent him by the
United States commissioner, and deemed it discourteous, as it certainly
was.
A copy of this protest he sent to the Mexican government, and I
deemed it my duty to forward a copy of the same to the Secretary of
{j
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the Interior, apprizing that officer of the state of the case, and of the
singular proceeding of Lieutenant Colonel Graham in the matter. My
-letter transmitting General Conde's protest was forwarded to Washington two weeks before the arrival of Mr. Gray at the Copper Mines, as you
must be aware. I will furthermore state that this suspension took place
a month before Mr. Gray had presented his objections to the initial
point.
. In your communication to me at San Diego, it does not appear to me
that it was necessary to allude to the stopping of the survey of the line
connecting the Rio Grande with the Gila; but having done so, it is
proper that the circumstances in the case should be correctly stated.
I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN R. BARTLETT,
Commissioner.
Lieut. A. W. WHIPPLE,
Assistant Astronomer, o/C·
HEADQUARTERS EscoRT To CoMMISSION,
Near Coco, Maricopa Village, July 7, 1852.
Sm: Having completed the duties with which I was intrusted upon
the survey of the Rio Gila, I have the honor to report myself ready, with
a party of the commission and the small remnant of the escort which,
by the death of the lamented Colonel Craig, fell under my direction, to
accompany you whenever it may suit your convenience.
Of this escort there remain but one sergeant, two corporals, and two
privates. It is hoped that, in connexion with those employed by you
in the service of the commission, these few men will enable us to pass
through the Apache country to the Rio Grande in safety.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. W. WHIPPLE,
Lieutenant U. S. Topographical Engineers,
In temporary command of a portion of Escort to U.S. B. C.
Hon. JoHN R. BARTLETT,
U. S. Boundary Com., o/C., o/C., present.

MARICOPA VILLAGE, July 9, 1852.
Sm: The <luplicate notes referred to in my last report of the 6th instant are herewith respectfully submitted for your approval, and for
transmi sion to the D epartment of the Interior for safe-keeping.
The duplication occupied more time than I anticipated. I shall have
the hon r tor port to you in person to-morrow.
I am, sir, very re pectfully, your obedient servant,
A. W. WHIPPLE,
1st Lieutenant U.S. Top. Engineers,
Astronomer U.S. Boundary Survey .
Hon. JoHN R. BARTLETT,
Commissioner U.S. and M. Boundary Survey,
Pimos Village, Sonora, Mexico.
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Pimos Village, July 9, 1852.
Sm: I received your letter of the 7th instant _just as I w~s retiring
on the evening of that day, and yesterday mormng left for th1,s place.
You now report yourself ready, with a party of the commission and
the small remnant of the escort, which, " by the death of the lamented
Colonel Craig," you say fall under your direction, to accompany me
when it may suit my convenience.
I am not a little surprised that you should address me this note, still
asserting your direction of my escort, when I told you verbally, in presence of several gentlemen of the commission, that I should acknowledge no such assumption as you then claimed, as the successor of the
. late Colonel Craig, in commanding the escort; and that if you per. sisted in it, I should prefer charges against you to the Department of
. the Interior. My letter of the 1st instant has already made you acquainted with the fact.
I cannot condescend to make an application to a subordinate, whom
I only know as one of the assistant astronomers in the commission, for
permission to have the escort detailed for me by the general-in-chief,
and which you yourself acknowledge to be the escort to the comm1ss10n.
I am yours, respectfully,

JOHN R. BARTLETT,
Lieut. A.

Commissioner.

,v. WHIPPLE,
Top. Eng., Asst. Astronomer B. C.

Rro

J oRDANAJ
July 13, 1852.
Srn: I hereby acknowledge the receipt, this morning, of your communications-two dated July 1st, one July 9th, 1852- all enclosed in
the same envelope.
As I presume the charges you refer to left the Pimos village in
your mail of the 10th instant, via San Diego, for Washington, and the
various subjects e mbraced in your letters will soon be before those app ointed to investigate and judge my conduct, it is already too late to
avail anything by a reply.
I hope that you have laid all the facts of the case clearly before the
department.
The difference of opinion between us can be regretted by no one
more than by mysel£ During the existence of this temporary com~and,
I shall <lo all legitimately in my power to facilitate your operations.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. W. WHIPPLE\
Lieut. U. S. Top. Eng'r.-;, Astr., q,-c.
Hon. JoHN R. BARTLETT,
United States Commissi(mer.
CAMP

GILA, NORTH END TucsoN
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UNITED STATES BOUNDARY COMMISSION,

In camp at Janos, August 8, 1852.
Sm: I was yesterday informed by several citizens of the United
States, that two horses owned by an emigrating party to which they
belonged are in possession of a Mexican in Janos, who refused to deliver them up. These animals, I am told, had strayed away when their
owners left, and they directed those who remajned to recover them if
possible. They now wish to join their party, and, unless they have
these horses, must go on foot.
By the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, it is expressly stipulated that
the animals stolen by Indians from the Mexicans shall be restored by
the United States government to their owners, and demands are now
made by the government of Mexico on the United States for indemnification for these losses. The Mexican government is, of course, obligated to do all in its power to reciprocate and recover for the citizens
of the United States, animals lost by its citizens.
The present is a case still stronger than that of loss through Indians,
as these animals are known to have been lost here, are easily identified
by those of the party now here, and this is the only chance of returning them to their rightful owners. The case is, therefore, so plain, that
I have no doubt, with your enlarged views and high sense of duty,
you will immediately order the deli very of the two horses referred to
to their owners, now at Janos.
In ·passing your town with the United States commission under my
command, I was desirous to pay my respects to you in person, ~d
regret that when I called yesterday I had not the honor of meetmg
you.
With high respect, I have the honor to remain, your obedient servant,
JOHN R. BARTLETT,
Commissioner.
-Oolonel MEDINA,
Commanding at Janos, State of Chihuahua.

UNITED STATES BOUNDARY COMMISSION,

El Paso, August 18, 1852.
SIR": it gives me pleasure to acquaint you with my arrival here l~st
evening, with several gentlemen of the commission, and accompamed
by the pa1:ty of Lieutenant Whipple, recently engaged in the survey of
the Rio Gila. The survey of .that portion of the river which forms the
boundary between the United States and Mexico was completed on
the 1st of -July.
I found your letter of June 1st here, apprizing me of the progress
made in the survey of the Rio Grande, which is very satisfactory; also
of ot? r tran actions necessary to carry on the work and maintain the
·red1t f the commi ion; all of which meets my approval.
1 ha be n to me a source of great anxiety that I found mys_elf
n l t return to 1 Paso and th field of operations at an earlier
ay · . 'Io return ith a small party was, in a country infested by hos-
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tile Indians, too hazardous. I was, therefore, compelled to await the
.
.
.
return of the surveying party.
With reference to supplying heads of surveymg parties with funds
to carry on their work, I think it proper, and when I join you; will endeavor to effect the object proposed.
.
Any changes you have made in the heads ~f surveying parties will
meet my approval. My only d~sire is to have able an_d .efficier_it men
in these responsible places; and if those heretofore appomted are mcompetent, they must be removed, and others suitably qualified to do the
.
work put in their places.
I regret to learn that you have not_ been fu~nished with infor~a~i?n
as to the extent of the work on the line runnmg west, from the imtial
point on the Rio Grande, at 32° 22'. I have received no official report
from Lieutenant Whipple on the subject. The work was suspended
in consequence of the withdrawal of that officer by your predecessor.
From a communication made to me by Lieutenant Whipple, in San
Diego, on the 15th May last, I incidentally learned that the line referred
to was surveyed one geographical degree west.
I sent an express to Mr. Radziminski, this morning, apprizing him of
my arrival, and requested him to repair to this place as soon as possible.
When he reaches me, we will confer together as to the work to be done
on the line referred to.
For an escort for the party to be engaged on that survey, I have already made arrangements with Lieutenant Green. It appears to me
that the party engaged in the survey of the Rio Grande, being now in
or near a district infested by large numbers of hostile Indians, should be
provided with a strong escort, and an efficient commanding officer. I
have therefore requested Lieutenant Green, in whose efficiency I have
th~ utmost confidence, to take command of that pa\ty in the present
exigency.
,
Your estimate of the expenses of the commission for the ye·a r beginning January 1st, 1852, I have not received. After remaining here
long enough to settle all claims against the commission, in making up
my vouchers and accounts, and to organize and fit out the party for
the completion of the line connecting the rivers Del Norte and Gila,
I shall proceed with all haste to join you at Presidio del Norte, or at
such place as you may then occupy as your quarters. A month will .
be necessary to accomplish this and recruit our worn-out animals.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN R. BARTLETT,
Commis tiioner.
Major W. H. EMORY,
Chief Astronomer and Surveyor U. S. B. C.

UNITED STATES BOUNDARY COMMISSION,

El Paso, August 18, 1652 .
. _Srn: I _have to infor~ you of my return to this place from C alifornia
this mornrng, accompamed by the party who have been engaged in the
survey of the Rio Gila.

I
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It is also my most painfhl duty to apprize ynu of the death of your
excellent commanding officer, Lieut. Colonel Crajg, who was killed by
two deserters from Fort Yuma on the 6th day of June last. The foll
particulars of this lamentable event, which has deprived the commission of its efficient commander of the escort, and the army of one of
its most gallant officers, I will make known to you whenever you will
call on me, by showing you copies of my official letters to the Secretary
of the Interior.
But five of the men who formed the original escort of twenty-five
have returned with me, the remainder having deserted in California;
and it gives me great satisfaction to report to you the excellent conduct
of these men, and particularly of Sergeant Quinn, in the arduous duty
in which they have been engaged.
I have furthermore to state that Lieutenant A. W. Whipple, of the
topographical engineers, who was ass igned to the commission, on
special duty, as one of the assistant astronomers, forcib1y took my escort from me, after the death of Col. Craig, and compelled Sergeant
Quinn to disobey my orders when I requested him to rejoin me on the
Gila and accompany me t0 the Pimos Villages. I have in consequence
been deprived of my escort ever since. Believing that Lieutenant W.
had no authority or law for this assumption of power, I felt it my· duty
to make a complaint against him to the Department of the Interior.
With regard to an escort for the .future, I shall require the following:.
1st. One for the party who will b e engaged in completing the survey
of the southern boundary of New Mexico, from a point near Cooke's
springs to the junction of the line with the Gila: of the force required
for this duty you are better eriabled to judge than I am.
2d. A small detachment to accompany me to the Presidio del Norte.
3d. As the party now engaged in the survey of the Rio Grande is in
a region infested by large and hostile bands of Indians, the largest
force will be required there. It therefore appears to me most judicious,
as the officer in command should be one of activity and energy, that
you, th e only commissioned officer, and now commander of the escort,
should remain with that detachment during the present exigency.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN R. BARTLETT,
Commissioner.
Lieutenant DuFF C. GREEN,
Third Infantry, com'g E~cort U. S. B. C., El Paso.

UxrTED STATES

Bou

JDARY CoMMISSION,

Et Paso, August 19, 1852.
'rn: Your letter of the 1st instant was handed me a few moments
.
since, _and after I had writ_ten to you at length.
I w_11l endea or to _be m Eagle Pass at the time you propo~e d1schannn~ tb tw part1e mentioned, when I will be prepared to pay
th m off. I_ br ught no a i~tant with me from California except Mr .
. ton . Lieut nant Whipple ha with him, as assi~tants, Messrs.
heat n, Pratt, and Force, and Messrs. Campbell and O'Donoghue,
1
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computers. All others connected with the surveying parties were discharged. You remark tha~ you are e~nbarrassed with too many assistants; I therefore authorize you to discharge, at ?n~e, any that you
do not require, as it is my desire to reduce the comm1ss10n to the lowest
possible limit consistent with the duties to be performed.
1 am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN R. BARTLETT,
Commissioner.
Major. W. H. EMORY;
Chief Astronomer and Surveyor U. S. B. C.

EL PASO, TEXAS, August 19, 1852.
Sm: On our arrival at this place yesterday, the escort and the public
property in possession of Colonel Craig at the time of his death, upon
the desert of the Rio Colorado, were turned over to Lieutenant Duff C.
Green, commanding company.
·
Not yet having been relieved from duty on this commission, I therefore, with a portion of the party which accompanied me from San
Diego, California, await instructions.
Very respectfully, you obedient servant,
A. W. WHIPPLE,
First Lieutenant U. S. Top. Engineers.
Hon. J. R. BAR'.rLETT,
U. S. Boundary Commissioner, El Paso, Texas.

MAGOFFJNSVILLE, {NEAR EL PAso,) TEXAS,
August 20, 18v2.
Sm: Enclosed is a copy of instructions just received from Major
.Emory, principal astronomer, surveyor, &c., United States boundary
commission. I should be glad of a communication from you upon the
subject, at your earliest convenience.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. W. WHIPPLE,
First Lieutenant U. S. Top. Engineers.
Hon. JoHN R. BARTLETT,
U. S. Boundary Comrnissioner.

UNITED STATES BouNDARY CoMMISSION,
El Paso, August 20, 1852.
Sm: I have just received your note of this date, enclosing a copy of
Major Emory's instructions to you in reference to the completion of any
work that may remain unfinished west of the Rio del Norte, of which
you may have any knowledge.
·
This letter appears to have been written under the supposition that
I would not return here with your party, and that it would be neces-
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sary to place funds here to a large amount with Mr.Jacobs. My presence supersedes any such necessity.
There remains nothing to complete but a portion of the line between
the Rio Grande an<l the Gila, which was commenced by yourself.
I fully concur in opinion with Major Emory, in the necessity of completing all unfinished work, and will aid you all in my power in effecting this object, which must be pra:;;ecuted to completion, in accordance
with the reso1utions that were passed by the joint commission. You
will therefore present me a programme of such a party as you may
require to finish the survey of the line referred to, together with an
estimate of the transportation necessary, and the subsistence requisite.
I will then lose no time in preparing you to take the field.
I have already made application to Lieutenant Green for a suitable
escort for your party, and he has placed twenty men at Fort Fillmore
for the purpose, who await your orders.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN R. BARTLETT,
Commissioner.
Lieut. A. W. WHIPPLE,
Toi), Engineers, Assistant Astronomer U. S. B. C.

EL P Aso, TEXAS, August 21, 1862.
Srn: In your reply to my note of the 20th inst. you request me to
present a programme of such a party as I require to finish the survey
of the boundary line west of the Rio Grande, together with an estimate of the transportation necessary, and the subsistence requisite.
You will then, you say, Jose no time in preparing me for the field.
Your request appears reasonable, and I would gladly comply with
it minutely. If you will, however, consider the nature of the country,
and the climate in which the service is to be performed, you will perceive the impossibility of making an estimate which should be moderate
and economical, and at the same time insure a successful completion of
the work. You probably recollect that Mr. Salazar and myself, upon
this line, were interrupted in our work for nearly a month by an ~xceediugly hazy atmosphere. The rainy season, which now prevails,
or the Apaches, by stealing our mules, may prove more or less annoying. Under these circumstances I could not place the limit of the duration of this work below from three to six months.
I desire that the strength of the party should depend upon the exi
gencies of the s rvice which we undertake. In addition to my present
assistants, Frank Wheaton and Hugh Campbell, by order of Major
Emory, principal as i tant Charles Radziminski is to turn over to me
Mr. G. G. Garner and Mr. Wm. White. These will complete the
numb r that I r uire, although I regret to part with the services of
second a . istant Jno. C. Pratt, whose illness induces his father to take
him '"ith him elf d wn the Rio Grande del Norte. With these four
a.,.,i.~ ta11t:· I xp ct to form from two to five parties at different periods
f th urv y. The number of laborers, cooks, servants, &c., will con-
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sequently be variable, in order to conform to the·se different stages in the
progress of the work.
With reference to transportation, I have already 01;1-e.bagg~ge wagon,
with six mules, twelve pack-mules, and fourteen ndmg-ammals. In
conformity with directions from Major Emory,· Mr. Radziminski will
turn over to me two wagons, for which will be necessary twelve mules.
Should no accident occur, I believe the transportation will then be sufficient.
In regard to subsistence, I would be glad to have placed at my disposal, near the line, provisions for twenty-five men six months, or to
have in my hands the means of purchasing to that amount.
I would also request permission to employ one blacksmith, one carpenter, and as many teamsters, laborers, &c., as are necessary for the
service of my party. I would desire authority ·to employ and discharge from service as I deem the public interest to demand, with
funds for their payment, and for the purchase of such articles as may
be indispensable, proper vouchers being taken for the same.
The above was written intending to avoid the conclusion which follows. It is, to ask that the requisition of Major Emory for $10,000, to
be placed at my disposal, be fulfilled. I believe that sum will cover
all the extra expenses attending the completion of the line, and, if
favored by fortune, a surplus will be left.
.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. W. WHIPPLE,
First Lieutenant U. S. Top. Engineers.
JoHN

R.

BARTLETT,

U. S. Boundary Commissioner, present.

UNITED STATES BouNDARY CoMM1ss10N,

El Paso, August 23, 1852.
Sm: I have yours of the 21st relative to the programme and outfit
of your party, and regret you cannot give me a full list of the officers
and men you require to perform the survey in question. When I
requested similar information from Colonel Graham for the several astronomical and surveying parties for the whole Rio Grande, he furnished
me with it at once in detail. So with Mr. Gray and yourself, for the
parties under your charge, for the very work you are now about to finish,
as well as for the survey of the Gila.
My duties require me to furnish the Department of the Interior with
a list of every party -in the field, or on duty in the commission. Hence,
before setting out yourself, and before my leaving here, I must know
as near as possible the extent of your party, and the expense necessarily
attending it. This is furthermore requisite, in order to bring the expenses within the appropriation made by Congress for this service.
I have examined the programme of the several parties organized by
Col. .Graham, and that of Major Emory, · both for the Rio Grande and
that mtended for the work now to be undertaken by you, from which I
make up !he follo_wing as the party which will be given you to perform
the work m quest10n:
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Lieut. A. -w. Whipple, topographical engineers, chiPf and in charge.
H. Campbell,
1
Frank Wheaton '
~
.
G eorge G . G arner, Assistants and computers.
William White,jr.,
C. A. Gicquel, attendant on instruments, &c.
Edward Fish,
do.
do.
3 flag-bearers and laborers.
1 blacksmith.
1 cook for self and officers.
1 servant for self and officers.
1 cook for others.
3 teamsters.
4 herders and packers for mules.
This party, embracing twenty persons besides yourself, is a larger
one than any now in the field, according to the programme before me,
and em braces more than Major Emory deemed necessary in his letter
to me. I have no doubt, therefore, that you will be able to perform all
the duties required with this party.
I will also provide you with the 12 additional mules asked for, which,
with those you now have, will give you 18 wagon mules, 12 pack do.,
14 riding do. You will also have three spring wagons. The subsistence you require will be furnished you at this place. I will also pay
the offa:ers of the party their salaries to the end of this quarter, September .30, and the laborers, servants, &c., to the end of August. Before I leave, for the pay that may be due them on the completion of
the work I will leave funds here. In relation to this, I will advise you
hereafter.
Your request to have $10,000 placed at your disposal cannot be complied with. The suggestion of Major Emory that he had "applied for
$5,000 or $10,000 to be placed at your disposal," was made, as he says
in his instructions to you, "in the absence of all knowledge, official or
unofficial," not knowing but you would return without any means for
carrying on the work, and thinking that I would not be here to furnish
you with whatever might be necessary.
As the work, upon the completion of which you are now about entering, was not left in that state of forwardness which I had reason to
believe, from communications heretofore made to me, and as the time
which you now suppose will be required to complete the line so greatly
exceeds what you heretofore supposed would be requisite, (months
having been substituted for weeks,) you will please to furnish me with
a particular statement of what has been done, up to the time of the
work having been stopped on the line, and what remains now to be done
to fini h that part of the survey.
I am, very re pectfolly, your obedient servant,
JOHN R. BARTLETT,
Commissioner.

J

Li ut. . \V. \VHIPPLE,
Top. Engs. and Assistant Astr., U. S. B. 0.
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BouNDARY CoMMISSION,

El Paso del Norte, Texas, September 19, 1852.
Sm: I have your favor .of the 15th instant, received three days since,
requ esting me to place at your disposal, in Eagle Pass, twenty thousand
dollars, for the purpose of paying off the men and to procure new outfits.
AQ'Teeable to your request, I herein enclose you the amount asked
for j~ my requisitions on the Secretary of the Interior, as follows:
One requisition, dated September 18, for ..••.... - - . • • . . . . $12,000
8,000
One requisition, same date, for .•............... - .••. - . •
20,000

,vhich amount I have charged to you.
In settling with the officers of the commission, I have to call your
attention to my instructions from the Secretary of the Interior of the
4th of November last, fixing their pay, which is as follows:
First assistants . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . $1,200
Sub-assistants. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
800
or the same as it then was; and the salaries of the United States surveyors' clerk, and of the quartermaster and commissary clerk, the same
.
as that of the sub-assistants.
I regret to learn by Mr. Salazar, who arrived here a few days since
from the Presidio del Norte, that when he left you, on the 29th of August, Lieutenant Green had not arrived. He left here on the 19th, and
by him I wrote you at length.
I have been detained here much longer than I expected, many repairs being necessary on our wagm:1s, and few mechanics to make them.
Our mules, too, in consequence of the poor feed here, are not yet in a
condition to undertake the long journey to Leona. I hope to get off by
the 1st of October. Lieutenant Whipple has been delayed from similar
causes, but he expects to set out for his field of duty about the same
time that I leave.
Mr. Radziminski, principal assistant surveyor, and Messrs. Force
and Seaton, sub-assistants, will accompany me. As the two latter have
now been attached to the commission for two years, and have performed
their duties faithfully, I wish them to continue in the commission while
there is work to be performed in the field. I mention this in order that
you may be governed in the number of sub-assistants to be discharged
in October.
Lieutenant Whipple requested Messrs. Garner and White to join his
party, and they have accordingly done so. He has besides them, Mr.
Campbell, computer, and Mr. Wheaton, topographer and assistant.
Having no other means of communicating with you, so as to give
you the funds you require on the 1st of October, I have engaged Mr.
Skillman, the mail contractor, to send a special express with this, which
will leave here on the arrival of the mail now due and hourly expected.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN R. BARTLETT, Commissioner.
Major W. H. EMORY,
U. S. Surveyor, ~c., 4c., Eagle Pass.

76

S. Doc. 6.
EL P Aso

DEL NoRTE, TEXAS,

October 5, 1852.

Sm : In consequence of the warlike state of the Indians between
here and Leona, and being without an escort, I am reluctantly compelled to change my route and go by the way of Chihuahua. I requested
Lieutenant Green to leave me a sufficient escort; but on my application
for it a few days since, found but four men. By taking the road to
Chihuahua, I shall be furnished with an escort of Mexican soldiers, tendered me by Colonel Langberg.
I f!nd that this route will take me far south of Eagle Pass. If it is
possible, therefore, for you to meet me at some point lower down the
river, I shall be glad, as I am desirous to proceed at once to Ne~
York. If it is your intention, as I suppose it to be, to place Mr. Radz1minski with a party on the section at the mouth of the Rio Grande, the
route I propose taking will be the most accessible one to reach that
portion of tbe river.
I cannot obtain precise information respecting the point where I shall
strike the river, or where I shall be nearest to it, but I think it will be
Camargo.
I sent an express to you, on the 21st September, enclosing you my requisition on the Secretary of the Interior for twenty thousand dollars,
which I hope reached you in season.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN R. BARTLETT,

Commissioner.
Major W. H. EMORY,
Chief Astr. and Sur. U. S. and M. B. C., Eagle Pass.

MAGOFFINSVILLE' TEXAS,

September 29, 1852.
Sm: Mr. Wheaton informs me that you will be ready iu a few days
to take the field, to complete the line commenced by you, from the initial point, at 32° 22', westward to the Gila. I have therefore to advise
you of the following arrangements which I have made for the subsistence and pay of the officers and men composing your party, and of
other matters connected with it.
The accompanying list, embracing twenty officers and attendants,
will constitute your party. It also designates their position, rate of pay,
and to what time they have been paid. The officers have been, or will
be, paid one month's pay in advance, if they desire it; all others will
be paid to 1st October.
For their ~uture pay, vouchers stating the period employed, and the
ra~e of pay, m accordance with the list fornished and approved by you,
will be paid on presentation to J. yv. Magoffin, with whom fund ~ will be
left for the purpose. No voucher for a period less than one month should
be made, unle. the person to whom pay is due is taking his di charge.
r · ur ub::-1 t nee, - pounds of fresh flour are now at your di posal
h r ; o c ffi e, sugar, soap, candles, pork, &c.; and there are at Fort
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Fillmore two other barrels subject to your order. For any additional
subsistence which you may require, while engaged on the survey, I
have made arrangements with Lieutenant McFarren, commissary of
subsistence at Fort Fillmore, who will deliver the same to you on your
application.
1 regret
that there is not a sufficient stock of provisions at Fort vVeb0
ster to furnish you with your supplies. In November, a train with provisions will leave Fort Fillmore for Fort vVebster. If you deem it
advisable to have a depot at the latter place in preference to the former,
you are at liberty to hire transportation to that place for whatever stores
you may require there; in which case, it would be well for your wagons
to accompany this train for their protection.
If by any unforeseen accident, or from robberies by the Indians, you
should lose any animals, you will supply yourself with others, if necessary, the cost of which will be paid by Mr. Magoffin, on presenting
vouchers properly certified by you.
In answer to my request to Lieutenant Green, commander of the
escort, to furnish me with an escort, to accompany me to Eagle Pass,
and another fqr you, he informed me that he had left twenty men for
you, and ten men for me, at Fort Fillmore; on applying to Colonel
Miles for them, I find in all but twenty-four men there. Believing,
therefore, that your number should not be diminished, and the four being
of no use to me, I leave the whole number subject to your order.
With respect to the monuments-the joint commission having decided
to place three permanent ones on the line connecting the Rio Grande
and the Gila, in addition to the two at and near the initial point, on the
Rio Grande-you will mark the destined locations in such a manner
that the officer to be charged with erecting them may find the places
wfrhout difficulty. They are as follows:
1. At the point where the line crosses the road running from the
Copper Mines to Janos.
2. The western termination of the southern boundary of New Mexico.
3. The point where the western boundary of New Mexico, running
north from the southern boundary, strikes the river Gila.
In addition to the above, you ~will erect heaps or mounds of stone,
in such prominent places on the line as will afford facilities for so
doing.
To guide you in your plan of operations, I have on]y tff call your
attention to the mode agreed upon by the joint commission, at Dona Ana,
when the initial point was marked-being that proposed by Mr. Salazar and yoursel£ It was, to measure the chord of the arc of the three
degrees in the parallel of 32° 22' north latitude, "and at certain points
upon it, distances upon the meridional arcs be laid off to the line of
boundary. The longitude of these various points, in verification of the
measurement, may be deduced from that of the initial point by flashes,
or other available means."
"The final determination of the western limit of the parallel, as ob•
tained by the method proposed, should be verified by an elaborate
series of observations for latitude. A test for the difference in longitude,
from the initial point, should, if possible, be obtained, by noting, at each
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point, the local time of signal fl.ashes; otherwise a series of astronomical and lunar observations becomes necessary."
Having now provided you with subsistence, transportation, and the
means of procuring more, and provided for the future pay of your party,
I pla_ce, in addition, $500 in cash in your hands to meet any contin. genc1~s.
· I enclose a memorandum of instructions, which I have given to Mr.
Magoffin, relative to payment for liabilities to be incurred by you.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN R. BARTLETT,
Commissioner.
Lieut. A. W. WHIPPLE,
Topographical Engineers, Asst. Astr. U. S. B. C.
MAGOFFINSVILLE' TEXAS,

October 1, 1852.
Sm: A .party of engineers, under Lieutenant A. W. Whipple, will
leave here in a few days to complete a survey of the line between the
Rio Grande and the Gila; and, agreeable to my understanding with
you, I wish you to pay the obligations of the commission incurred in
the survey mentioned, for which, as commissioner and disbursing agent,
I will hold myself respl)nsible.
The following embrace the liabilities to be incurred, and may be
· paid, when their correctness is certified to, by Lieutenant Whipple:
The vouchers of Lieutenant Mc Farren, for subsistence.
The vouchers for the pay of Lieutenant Whipple's party.
The vouchers for forage for animals.
Lieutenant Whjpple has been furnished with the animals and wagons
required; but accident, or robberies by Indians, may render it necessary to have more. In this event you will please furnish him with the
animals he requires; or, should he find it necessary to get them else.,
· where, to pay his vouchers for the same, properly certified.
On the return of Lieutenant Whipple, he will require facilities to
transport him to the lower Rio Grande, or to Washington. In this case
you will furnish him with what may be necessary to subsist and transport him and his party. It is probable, however, that before he returns
I shall send you further instructions on the subject.
I will not be responsible for any debts or liabilities incurred by any
members of the commission, except those the correctness of which is
certified by Lieutenant Whipple.
The vouchers, so paid by you, may be sent to the Secretary of the
Interior, Washington, for me, and, on their receipt, the amount shaJl
be paid to your order.
In case I am not there, I will so arrange it that there shall be no delay in the payment.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. \V.

Esq.,
MagoffinsviUe, Texas.

UGOFFIN,

JOHN R. BARTLETT,
Commissioner.
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U. S. BouNDARY CoMMISSION,
EL Paso del Norte, October l, 1852.
Sm: A few days since I applied p ersonally to Colonel Miles for the
ten men which yuu informed me you had left at Fort Fillmore, su~ject
to my order, to escort me and my party to Eagle Pass, when, much to
my disappointment, I found b~t t~enty-four me:1 the~e. Of these you
are aware that twenty are for Lieutenant Whipple s escort, leavmg,
therefore, but four for me.
To undertake the journey before me with so small an escort, I con. sider unsafe ; and was advised, both by Colonel Miles and ·l\fajor Steen,
not to attempt it with so few men. I therefore left the whole for
Lieutenant Whipple, and shall take an escort of Mexican soldiers,
tendered to me by Colonel Langberg, and go by way of Chihuahua.
I am, very respectfully,
JOHN R. BARTLETT,
Commissioner.
Lieut. DuFF C. GREEN,
Commanding Escort ef the Boundary Commission.

RINGGOLD BARRACKS,
Texas, December 21, 1852.
Srn·: I have received your letter of yesterday informing me that my
drafts sent to you from El Paso, as well as those drawn by you, under
authority of the Secretary of the Interior, were all protested, and that
this, with other circumstances, had caused you, in effect, to stop operations about the 5th November.
In reply to your request lo be furnished with the money to pay the
employes what is due to them from the commission, agreeable to the
list enclosed to me, and to meet other liabilities incurred by you, in
carrying on the survey, amounting to $43,439, I am compelled to say
that I have no funds, nor is it in my power to procure them. On my
arrival here, on the evening of the 20th, from El Paso, I received a Jespatch from the Secretary of the Interior, informing me that, in consequence of a proviso appended to the appropriation to defray the expenses of the commission, the money could not be used.
In this unpleasant state of affairs, without funds, and prevented by
an act of Congress from using the moneys appropriated for this service,
I desire your opinion as to the most judicious and economical steps to
be taken to reJieve the employes and preserve the property of the
commission. To proceed further· with the survey, without the power
of raising funds, is clearly, in my opinion, impossible.
Your views on this subject will also be acceptable.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN R. BARTLETT,
Commissioner.
Major W. H. EMORY,
Chief Astronomer and Surveyor, U. S. B. 0.
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RINGGOLD BARRACKS,

Texas, December 23, 1852.
Srn: I fully concur with you in the opinion expressed in your letter
of yesterday as to the disposition to be made of such of the property
of the commission as will not be required when the survey shall have
. been resumed. The very low price of animals and wagons at this
place, or others on the river, would cause too great a sacritice to make
the sale here. I think, therefore, that they should be sent to San Antonio, as you suggest, where their sale will realize a much larger
amount. Moreover, the grazing country near San Antonio is the only
accessible region where the mules, which it may be desirable to retain,
can be kept in good condition and at little expense. I concur, and consequently have to request that you will order the quartermaster at
Eagle Pass to proceed at once with the wagons and animals which are
there, to San Antonio, accompanied by the assistants and men who
have been under your charge, and there await my orders.
The instruments may, I think, with safety be stored at the military
posts nearest where the surveying parties may be at the time, and where
they will be accessible for future operations. The provisions, being
fresh and of a superior quality, I think had better be retained a few
weeks where they are at present, when, if no order is received by
which we are enabled to resume the survey, they can be turned over
to any quartermaster and commissary, as you suggest.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN R. BARTLETT, Commissioner.
Major W. H. EMORY,
Chief Astronomer and Surveyor.
RINGGOLD BARRACKS, (OPPOSITE CAMARGO,) TEXAS,

December 24, 1852.
DEAR Sm: Congress having appended a proviso to the appropriation of $120,000 to defray the expenses ofAthe commission for the
. present fiscal year, the President has decided that, with this proviso,
the money cannot be used, and I have been directed to make no more
drafts. It is believed by the Secretary that it was not intended to stop
the work; nevertheless, there is no other alternative. My requisitions
in your favor, I am informed, are not paid, which mortifies me exceedingly ; still I hope that ere this the restriction has been removed.
I have ordered Lieutenant Whipple to disband his party and return,
and wish you to furnish him and his four assistants the means to return
by the mail route to San Antonio, for which I will hold myself responsible in case there are not sufficient funds already in your hands. I
think $125 will be sufficient for each, with their transportation to San
Antonio.
I will write you at length in a few days, which I think will reach
you as soon as this.
I am, very truly, yours,
JOHN R. BARTLETT,
Commissioner.
J. W. IAGOFFIN, Esq., El Paso.
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UNITED STATES AND MEXICAN BouNDARY CoMMISSION, .

Rin~gold Barracks, Texas, December 24, 1852.
Srn: Being compelled_to disband the boundary com_m~ssion, I h~ve
to request that you will leave the property of the comm1ss10n! for which
you are responsible to me, with J. W. Magoffin, esq., subject_ to my
order. Major Emory, chief astronomer and survey~r, w1ll mst!uct
you as to future proceediags of your party. I have directed Mr. Magoffin to furnish you with the means to returJ?- home, from the funds left
with hjm to defray the expenses of your party.
I am yours, very respectfully,

JOHN R. BARTLETT,
·

Commissioner.

Lieut. A. W. WHIPPLE,
Corp$ Topographical Engineers.

MEXICAN BouNDARY COMMISSION,

Ringgold Barracks, Texas, December 25, 1852.
Sni: The proviso appended to a late act of Congress deprives me
of the use of the appropriation made to defray the expenses of the
boundary commission, and compels me very reluctantly to abandon the
survey, discharge most of the officers and men of the commission, and
sell a considerable portion 'of its property.
My object is to save the government as much as possible by realizing
the largest sum for our mules, wagons, and such other property as will
not again be required; and as there is no demand for this description of
property here, it becomes necessary to send it to a better market.
With this view, you will proceed with the mules and wagons, turned
over to you by Major Emory and myself, to San Antonio, where you
will receive others from Mr. T. vV. Tansill, quartermaster and commissary, together with other property. You will then select and reserve
thirteen of the best wagons and one hundred mules, with harness and
other necessaries to make the teams complete, such as ropes, chains,
water-kegs, axes, spades, &c. You will also reserve the pack-saddles,
riding-saddles and bridles, tents, and the best of the cooking utensils
and mess furniture. In case the quartermaster at Corpus Christi will
receive three wagons and teams, and hold them for the commission,
you will leave them and discharge the three teamsters with them. It
is impossible for me to designate, with precision, what you are to sell
and what to retain. Another party being expected to resume work on
the line, you will, in addition to wbat I have me.ntioned, keep such articles as will be requjred for it to take the field.
The remainder of the property you will cause to be sold at public
auction in San Antonio, afrer giving two weeks' notice of the sale. The
proceeds of the property you will appropriate towards paying the men
in the employ of the commission, as follows: To the officers, sufficient
to defray their expenses to their homes by the most direct and economical routes, say from $100 to $125 each, which you will charge them in
account, and request them to send me at vVashington a bill of their ex6

82

S. Doc. 6.

penses in duplicate, when I will allow them the same in the settlement
of their accounts. You will give notice that their services are no longer
required, to all who are not directed by l\lajor Emory to report to him
in Washington. You will also notify them that as soon as the mon.e y
already appropriated to defray the expenses of the commission is
plac,ed at my disposal, the amount due them will be .paid.
.
All others you will discharge, dividing among them the balance of
the money received by you for t~e sale of the property, and for the
balance due (for the proceeds of the sale will not pay their demands jn
full) you will give them a certificate, payable when the commission is
in funds. You will keep a list of the certificates so given, and the address
of the parties holding them, in order that I may transmit them the funds
as soon as I have the power to do so. The small demands it will be
better to pay in full, that the number of certificates given out may be
as few as possible.
If you can get some merchant to advance you the money at once,
by giving him the sale of the property, you will do so, as there will be
a saving to the government to discharge the party immediately on its
arrival.
The wagons, camp equipage, and other property reserved, except
the animals, you will store in some safe place. The animals you will
put on some ranche or farm where there is good grazing, keep men to
herd them, and remain yourself in charge of all the property until you
receive further orders from me, or circumstances occur which render it
necessary for you to leave.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN R. BARTLETT,
Commissioner.
GEORGE THURBER,

Esq.,

Acting Quartermaster and Commissary.

MEXICAN BouNDARY COMMISSION,

R inggold Barracks, T exas, December 26, 1852.
-SIR: M aj or Emory having directed you to turn over to me, or my
oraer, t he property of the commission in your hands, you will deliver
.t he same to George Thurber, taking his receipt therefor. You will
also turn ,over all the men connected with your depaitment, accompanied ·by a statement of the pay due to them. H aving done this, you
w ill rep air to W ashington, there to settle your accounts.
I am , very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN R. BARTLETT,

Commissioner.

'T.. W. T ANSILL, E sq.,
Quartermasffer and Commissary U. S. B. C.
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CORPUS CHRISTI, TEXAS,

January 2, 1853.
Sm: You will please turn over to my ager:t, ~fr. Geor~e Thurber,

all the public property of th~ boundary comm1ss10n, now m your pos_session, left with you by l\faJor Emory.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JOHN R. BARTLETT,
Commissioner.

Mr.

GEORGE C. GARDNER.

RINGGOLD BARRACKS, TEXAS,

December 26, 1852.

Sm: The provisions brought out by you for the boundary comn:ission, you will store, for the present, at Brownsville, except the port10n
on its way here. From these you will return those borrowed of Lieutenant Palfrey, acting commissary of subsistence, for the use of the
commission, and leave with him the remainder, taking his receipt
therefor, to be returned to the authorized officer of the commission,
when required. Those at Brownsville you will make arrangements
to leave, in the same manner, with the commissary there.
For the money due for the salvage on the provisions wrecked,
amounting to $600 or $700, you will give the claimant an order on
me-to be paid when the appropriation made by Congress for the
commission can be used-directing him to send to me, at Washington,
duplicate vouchers for the same, properly attested.
You will proceed to ·San Antonio and settle with the persons to
whom the commission is indebted for pr9ivisions furnished you for the
commission, and for other claims. When these duties are performed
you will repair to Washington and report yourself to the Secretary of
the Interior.
Yours, &c.,
JOHN R. BARTLETT,

Commissioner.
GEORGE

F.

BARTLETT,

Esq.

CORPUS CHRISTI, TEXAS,

· January 2, 1853.
Srn: You will receive from Mr. George C. Gardner the public property belonging to the boundary commission left by Major Emory. This
you will take with you, with the property you now have, to -San Antonio, agreeable to my former instructions.
I learn here that the United States quartermaster at San Antonio,
Colonel Tompkins, is purchasing mules and wagons. I therefore
recommend that a tender be made to him to purchase all the property
that is to be sold, or such as he may desire, at a valuation to be made
by you on the part of the commission, the quartermaster, and a third
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party-or three other disinterested persons. Such an arrangement I
believe will be approved by the Secretary of the Interior, and will
realize a larger sum than by public sale.
I leave thrne wagons and teams here for you, together with three
teamsters. Accompanying this is a pay-roll of the employes of the
·
commission, turned over to me by Major Emory.
I send you also, to be sold, my carriage and two mules; also the
small caratella and two mules, being a portion of the property to be
sold. The rifles received at El Paso belong to the ordnance department. These you will turn over to Mr. Tansill.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN R. BARTLETT,

Commissioner.
Mr.

GEORGE THURBER.

DECKER'S POINT, TEXAS,

January 7, 1853.
Srn: I perceive, by the newspapers, that on the 15th December a
bill passed the Senate removing the restriction from the appropriation
for the boundary commission, as far as it related to the survey of the
Rio Grande; and also on account of expenses incurred previous to the
last session. This will now allow me the use of the funds for carrying
on and completing the survey of the lower Rio Grande.
I give you this notice, so that you may-if you think it advisable,
which I do-direct the officer to w horn you intend to assign the work
above Loredo to remain at San Antonio for further orders, and take
such steps, with a view to the immediate resumption of the work, as
will be the most economical for the commission, as well as enable
you to prosecute the whole work to its completion with the least possible delay.
I shall proceed to Washington, via New Orleans, by the boat this
evening.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN R. BARTLETT,

Commissioner.
Major W. H.

EMORY,

Chief Astronomer and Survey()r U.S. B. C.

SALURIA, TEXAS, January 7, 1853.
Having read in a newspaper here that Congress passe<l a bill,
on the 1_5t~ Decem?er, "auth~rizing the expenditure of so much of t~e
appr pnat10n as will be required to complete the survey of the R10
Grande, and to defray any expenses which may have occurred prior
to he last e ion," I hnvc drawn upon the Secretary of the Interior
fir two thou:an dollar ( 2,000) in your favor, which I herein enclo~e,
0 b u d by you in paying off the men who are to be discharged at
LR:
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San Antonio, in conformity with my previous instructions. Should the
above sum be insufficient, with the other means at your disposal, you
are at liberty to draw on me for the amount required.
Yours, respectfully,
JOHN R. BARTLETT,
Commissioner.
GEORGE THURBER, Esq.,
Acting Quartermaster and Comrriissary U. S. B. C.
January 13, 1853.
Srn: Your letter of the 2d instant, relative to Lieutenant Whipple's
reports, was received just as I was leaving Corpus Christi. In reply I
have to state the following, respecting the reports of _that officer:
On my arrival at San Diego, in February, 1852, Lieutenant Whipple informed me that he had made a report of his survey along the
Gila to Lieutenant Colonel Graham, having received no official information of the removal of that officer.
While in San Diego, waiting for our broken-down animals to recruit,
and to procure a new outfit to complete the survey of the Gila and
enable the party to return to El Paso, Lieutenant Whipple suggested,
and I a_c corded with him in opinion, that it was important to duplicate
his notes and observations, that a copy might be sent direct to the
Secretary of the Interior for safe-keeping. This was accordingly done,
and I despatched the transcript in charge of an officer about to return
to Washington. Accompanying these note-books and other documents
was a brief report, stating what he had done.
I will take the earliest <}pportunity to comply with your request, and
furnish you copies of the reports referred to. .
_
As to the course adopted by Lieutenant Whipple in regard to his
reports, it is unnecessary here for me to ~peak; he will, it is to be
hoped, render an explanation satisfactory to you, when called upon.
It neither is, nor has it ever been, my desire to interfere between the
head of the astronomical and surveying departments and any of the
subordinates, deeming that the latter should report directly to the
former, as he should directly to me, arid me alone, to enable me at the
proper time to submit to the Secretary of the Interior the tesults of the
labor of those departments, as well as an account of all collateral
invest~g3:tions that have be·e n or may hereafter be made under the
comm1ss1on.
I am, very respP-ctfolly, your obediP-n~ servant,
NEW ORLEANS,

C

JOHN R. BARTLETT,
Co'inm'issioner.

Major W. H. EMORY,
Chief Astronomer and Surveyor U. S. B. C.
NEw OiiLEANs, January 14, 1853.
Sm: Having received no reply to my telegraphic despatch
sent to the Secretary of the Interior three days since, I can wait no
longer, but leave this afternoon by the river route for the north.
DEAR
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-With regard to your movements, you will, of course, exercise your
own judgment, and decide on that which you may deem most advisable for the interests of the commission.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN R. BARTLETT,
Commissioner.

Major W. H.

EMORY,

Chief Astr. and Surveyor U. S. B. C., New Orleans.

NEW ORLEANS,

January 14, 1853.

·- Sm: Yours of the 11th instant is before me. The "modifications
of. the regulations of the 4th of November, 1851," which you invite
me to concur with you in recommending to the honorable Secretary
_of the Interior for his adoption, involve so rna~y important points, and
require so much consideration, that I am unprepared to reply at t~is
time, whilst on my way to Washington, and whilst I am necessanly
occupied and constantly interrupted by calls and otherwise.
I shall avail myself of an early opportunity to reply.
I am, very respeetfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN R. BARTLETT,
Commissioner.

Major W. H.

EMORY,

Chief Astronomer and Surveyor U. S. B. C.

OFFICE OF THE MEXICAN BouNDARY CoMMISSION,

Washington, February 9, 1853.

SIR: As it is necessary that a further appropriation should be made
.for the expenses of carrying on the survey of the boundary, I have to
request that you will furnish me an estimate of the amount requisite to continue and complete that portion running along the Rio Grande,
including outfit, pay and subsistence of officers and men, and other items
appertaining to your departments, as well as for the office work in
Washington in constructing the maps.
Jf you can furnish a statement of the pay due to members of your
parties-I mean those engaged on the survey of the Rio Grande-you
will do so.
Please state how much of the survey of the Rio Grande remains to
be <lorn~, and the time which you deem necessary to complete it.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN R. BARTLETT,
Commissioner.

Major W. H.

EMORY,

Chief Astronomer and Su1veyor M. B. C.
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OFFICE

U.S.

AND MEXICAN BouNDARY CoMMISSION,

Washington, February 10, 1853.
Srn : In your_ letter of this date, you state that _before you can fi~rnish
me with the estimate necessary for the prosecut10n and complet1011 of
the surveys of the bounda:y line bet_ween th~ United .State,s and Mexico,
you desire me to put you m possess10n of Lieut. Whipple s_rep?rts, and
of his notes forwarded by him to the Department of the Interior, &c.,
&c.,&c.
·
In answer, I beg to state that I do not see any necessity of being
reminded, as I am, of your position as 1:iurveyor; and that if 1 requested
estimates only for the Rio Grande, I had in view the interposition of
our government against carrying on the work elsewhere.
I must now again request that you furnish me with the estimates
asked for in my letter of the 9th, and take pleasure in giving you foll
authority to take from the Department of the Interior any notes and
maps of Lieut. Whipple's surveys. I shall furnish you ,vith his report,
if it be not found with the notes, so soon as I have a little more leisure.
I have, at the same time, further to request that you will send me a
collection of sketches, drawings, and the sketch-book handed to you by
Lieutenant Colonel Graham, being the work of Mr. Vaudricourt and
mysel£
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN R. BARTLETT,

Commissioner.
Major W. H.

EMORY,

Surveyor,

o/C.,

q--c.

Srn: The reports of the commissioner and of my predecessors will
no doubt have apprized you that the Indians, at various times before
my arrival here, had attacked the camp of the commjssion, and, from
the best information that I can collect, succeeded in carrying off some
.150 or 200 head of horses and mules.
Since my arrival here, scarcely a day has passed without some
depredation being committed on the military, on the citizens, and on
the travellers along the line of our operations, and on one occasion,
very recent, they attacked one of the commission camps and succeeded
in carrying off 18 public animals.
The escort is composed of one lieut~nant and 25 infantry soldiers.
With every disposition to do its duty, this command is wholly inadequate to begin to do the business of covering the surveying parties
whilst operating in the field; and I have been compelled to unite two
surveying parties into one, for mutual protection, thus diminishing the
.
progress of the work one-half.
I have therefore to request ( in the absence of the commissioner) that
two companies of dragoons or mounted rifles may be furnished, as an
escort to the work in progress under the treaty with Mexico. ·
The cavalry in this country is nearly all used up in pursuing Indians;
and if my request is complied with, the companies will probably be
drawn from Texas.
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If so, I desire that Mr. Chandler, assistant boundary commission, who
is expected to be in San Antonio early in the spring, may be furnished
with means, and instructed to purchase and bring out here fifty mules,
there being not more than 30 with the commission, and the depred.a tions of the Indians havjng produced in this region such a scarcity as
to make prices very high. ·B ut 1 n commend that none be sent unless
with a strong military escort.
I have the honor to be your obedient servant,

W. H. EMORY,
Brevi t 1Wajor.

Hon. A. H. H. STUART,
Secretary of the Interior.

[No. 32.]

MEXICAN BOUNDARY COMMISSION,

Ures, State of Sonora, Mexico, December 14, 1851.

Sm: I have the honor, herewith, to transmit to the department a
copy of a letter which I have received from Dr. Thomas H. Webb,
secretary of this commission, enclosing a copy of a correspondence between Brevet Lieutenant Colonel J. D. Graham, now acting as principal astronomer, &c., in the same commission, and himself.
I have the honor to remain your most obedient servant,
JOHN R. BARTLETT,
Commissioner.

Hon.

ALEX,

H. H.

STUART,

Secretary qf the Interior.

SANTA CRuz,

September 27, 1S51.

Sm: I herewjth transmit to you, for such disposition as you may
think advisable, a copy of a correspondence between Brevet Lieutenant Colonel J. D. Graham and myself, growing out of an interYiew
which took place between us, on the 25th instant, in the tent jointly
occupied lJy you and me.
This course I deem the more incumbent as you were present on the
occasion; and as you are conversant with what transpired, it is unnecessary for me to enter into any details to enable you to decide with
how much justice Colonel Graham assumes to be the injured party,
and with what propriety he calls on me for redress.
As regards the course by him proposed to "settle the matter," comment from me is super8.uous, knowing, as you do, the opinion I entertain,
and publicly expressed years ago, relative to such an irrational and
worse than avage mode of adjusting difficulties between man and man.
I remain, sir, very respectfully, yours,
THOMAS H. WEBB.
Hon. JoH . lt. BARTLETT,
United States Commissioner, ~-
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P. S.-You will please to excuse ine for addres·sing you on Mexican
foolscap; for as the whole of our supply of stationery, as you know, was
injudiciously left at Indianola, instead of being brought up in the train
'\\-:hich accompanied you, although transportation had been provided for
the purpose, I am compelled, from time to time, to use such paper as
I can procure.

T. H. W.

1:N·

CAMP AT SAN.TA CRUZ,

September 25, 1851.
Sm: After what occurred this morning in Mr. Bartlett's tent, I beg
leave to say to you that if you are disposed to settle the matter according to the rules of honor, my friend, Mr. Lawson, who will hand you
this, will do me the honor to receive your reply, and to make the proper
arrangements with any friend you may select, for as early a meeting
as may suit your convenience.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. D. GRAHAM.

Dr.

THOMAS

J.

WEBB,

o/C,, o/C,, o/C,, present.

C&uz,
September 26, 1S51.
Sm: Your note of yesterday wa:s duly handed to me by your secreta1;y,
Mr. Law~on. I deferred replying to it immediat~ly, that I might not
again be charged with acting under the influence of passion. Having
now enjoyed a night of calm repose, by which I feel greatly refreshed,
and for which lam thaiikful to my Creator, I send you the following
answer:
If, in my ignorance of military matters, with which you have frequently takPn occasion to charge me, and to which I have always pleaded
guilty, I do not err in construing what you mean by the expression "to
settle the matter according to the rules of honor," you ·propose an ap:.
peal to what is generally known as the duellist's code; the ultima ratio
of which is, to take the field and endeavor to blow one another's ·brains
out, or cripple one anoth~r for life. If I am correct in my construction, the course which I may now or hereafter adopt in relation to this
matter will be regulated by what I may deem my ·duty to iny God-,
my family, myself~ and, at this time, the boundary commission. At
present it is sufficient for me to refer to the last. Were I only amenable to the laws and regulations established for the government of the
army, I might perhaps, on such an occasion as this, place them at ·open
defiance, with the example now ·s et me by a veteran in the service. Or
'w ere I here simply under "instructions from the President of the United States," or the Department of the Interior, 1 might possibly, for
IN QuARTERS AT SANTA
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selfish ends, fling them to the wind or trample them under foot, considering the course proposed by one who professes a sacred regard for
instructions, and a rigid and implicit obedience of them. But I am 4ere
in accordance with obligations I some time since entered into to discharge certain duties in this commission. The principles of true honorthat honor which every moral, religious; and sensible man in every station of life acknowledges the equity and correctness of-those prjncipJes tell me that until I have discharged the duties incumbent on me
by my obligations, or am relieved from them, my time is not my own
to trifie with, or to use in any manner which may interfere with those
duties. Therefore, until such period as above alluded to, I cannot any
further entertain the proposition sent me.
I beg leave, however, to say that I shall always be ready to receive
any apology which you may be disposed to make for the false accusation repeatedly uttered against me in my tent, at the interview to which
you refer.
I am, sir, with all due respect, yours, &c.,
THOMAS . H. WEBB.
Brevet Lieut. Col. J. D. GRAHAM,

o/C•, o/C., o/C•

FRONTERA, NEAR

EL p ASO,

February 8, 1852.
Srn: I had the honor to enclose you, on the 30th January, a correspondence with Mr. Radziminski, ·which explains why my plans were
changed, and the course I thought it best to pursue, in consequence of
his letter to me.
· I send you, to-day, copies of a correspondence with Mr. Henry
Jacobs, assistant secretary anrl clerk of the commissioner, and with
l\Ir. George F. Bartlett, by which, I am grieved to say, it will be seen
the commissioner was sick at Ures, November 30, 1851, an<l directed
.b y his physicians to go to the seacoast. Thence it was proposed to
embark for San Diego.
Ures is in Sonora, about one hundred and twenty miles south of the
line, and near t}:ie Gulf of California; and although I think the attempt
worth making, there is much doubt if he can be reached by an express
before sailing.
In any event, I see no prospect of obtaining an interview with the
.commissioner for many months. In the mean time, all the authority in
regard to money and means being vested in him, and no provision
being made for his absence, I have been compelled to assume some
responsibility, or see the large number of persons now under my orders,
and the whole work itself, fall into inactivity and disorganization.
I have undertaken and projected no work whatever, except that already projec!ed by the joint commis ion, and conveyed in a letter of
!he comm1 sioner to my predecessor, Colonel J. D. Graham, and have
mcu_rr d no expenses whatever, except the very small sum necessary
to giv employment to persons already in the pay of the government.
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I have written the commissioner, and doubt not he would concur in

all I had done; but I see no prospect of communicating with him, in
any reasonable time, and therefore request I may be at once informed
from Washington what course to pursue.
On the whole line of our present operations there is no law, civil or
military. The men of the c?~mission · a!e almost ~ithout arms, and
until very recently the comm1ss10n was without credit.·
In this state of things, with no powers except implied powers, the
Secretary will perceive how precarious my authority is, and how
urgent the necessity of my being armed with some authority, in the
absence of the commissioner.
I have notified the gentlemen concerned of the new order stopping
the commutation allowance for personal expenses, &c., &c., and request that the estimate forwarded through the department to Mr. Bartlett
may be altered by striking out the several items estimated for this
commutation, amounting to some eight thousand dollars.
It is a source of gratification to me to have anticipated your instructions by prohibiting all persons under my control from drawing on the
Secretary of the Interior without permission to do so, and by directing
all assistants to give monthly accounts of their work.
I sincerely regret the necessity which compelled me to direct the
quartermaster to draw on you for three thousand dollars, and hope it
will not embarrass the department or the commissioner. But the necessity was urgent, and I doubt not, when the circumstances become
known, the act will be approved by yourself and receive the concurrence of the commissioner.
.
I have the honor to be your obedient servant,
W. H. EMORY, Brevet Major, 4t-.
Hon. A.H. H. STUART,
Secretary ef the Interior.

EL p ASO,
February 8, 1852.
Sm: I regret sincerely to hear of your illness, and hope it will only .
be te~1porary~ Other communications will explain that I was on my
way m search of you, when stopped by Mr. Radziminski.
.
The ~espa~c~es which you will receive by the same conveyance that
takes this, will inform you of the various changes made since your absence.
Under these circumstances, not contemplated by the departr:dent,
and entirely unexpected to me, and in view of the fact that you cannot
be expected here for some time, I have addressed the letter of which
the enclosed is a copy, to the Secretary of the Interior.
Should you receive this in ti me to afford the relief asked of the Secretary, I desire you will do so and inform the Secretary of the same.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. H. EMORY, Brevet Major, ~c.
FRON.T ERA, NEAR

J. R.

Esq.,
United States Commissioner.

BARTLETT,

I
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UNITED STATES BouNDARY CoMMISSION,

Magoffin's Ranche, near El Paso, .Febr11,a.ry

5, 1852.

Sm : I have been informed by a party of Mexican traders, who arrived at El Paso a few days ago from U res, in the State of Sonora,
Mexico, that the commissioner a11d a portion of his party are at that
place, detained by sickness. In my instructions from the commissioner,
I am directed, should despatches of sufficient importance arrive here
from the government, to send them to Him, if possible.
Despatches of impoitance h·ave arrived by the hands of Mr. Radziminski, arid I propose to send the commissioner copies of them (deeming it unsafe to send the originals,) and I would like to have your
opinion before taking ·final measures to send them, as to the practicability of the step, arid any advice you may be pleased to offer on the
subject.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
HENRY JACOBS,
Assist. Secretary to the Com., U. S. B. C.
Major W. H. ·EMORY,
Principal Astronomer, 4'c., tc., U. S. B. 0., Frontera.

M:a. HAR'l''s MILLS, NEAR EL PARO,

February 5, 1852.
SIR:

In answer to your letter of this date, delivered in person, I have

to say, it is of much importance. that the commissioner should receive
the despatches sent here by Mr. Radziminski, and you have my approbation for the expenses that may be incurred in sending an express to
him.
The person who brought the information of Mr. Bartlett, states that
it was the commissioner's intention to pass from Ures to Guaymas, and
thence by sea to California.
It is, in my opinion, practicable to communicate by letter with the
commissioner, and I would suggest that the person or persons employed
be directed to follow the trail of Mr. Edward Ingraham from Corralitas,
as far as it goes on the route to U res.
At Corralitas Mr. Ingraham abandons his wagon and takes packanimals.
The road to Ures diverges from the track which I hav~ directed Mr.
Ingraham to follow, at or near the crossing of the San Pedro river by
the Santa Cruz road.
Any despatches you may think proper to duplicate and send by Mr.
Ingraham, he is hereby directed to deliver to the commissioner if he
meet him; but it is not in my power to direct Mr. Ingraham to go to
Ures or Guaymas.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. H. EMORY,
Brevet Major, 4-<:.
HE -nv JAcoBs, E sq.,
Aui,t. Secretary to the Com., U. S. 13. C.
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MAGOFFINSVILLE, January, 1852.
DEAR Sm : Yesterclay afternoon Colonel Conde very kindly brought
me a letter from my brother, .which had been handed him by one of
the party of Mexican traders which arrived at El Paso a few days ago
from the State of Sonora.
My brother writes from Ures, under date of N9vember 30. About a
week after leaving Santa Cruz he was taken sick, and with great difficulty reached that place, and for two months was confined to his bed
with typhoid fever. At the time of his writing, he was so weak and
prostrated by the disease that he had not strength to walk without assistance, and could only write with a lead pencil. He says he was
improving slowly: appetite pretty good, though he is quite helpless.
All the party were, or had been, sick.
Brother speaks of having left General Conde sick at Santa Cruz. He
had hear~ from there since, when the whole of the party were down
with the fever. The General had sent to U res for assistance, and a
physician, which could not be procured. He was to be removed to
Arispe or Ures. I presume the news of his death reached Ures before
we heard of it.
The physicians, three in number, who were attending my brother,
had forbidd en his going with the party to the Gila, and recommended
his taking the shortest and most direct route to the coast, which he intended doing as soon as he was able to travel. He says, "We have
heard nothing of the parties of Mr. Gray or Lieutenant Whipple since
we left them."
The party had bet1n very short of provisions.
Yours, respectfully,
GEO. F. BARTLETT.
Major W. H. EMORY.
P. S.-I have omitted to inform you that my brqther wrote that he
expected to meet Mr. Radzimiqski at San l)iego, with despatches fro:µi
the government.
·

G.. F. R

FRONTERA, NEAR EL p ASO,
- ,FebruG;ry 6, 1852.
DEAR Sm: I this day received your letter, q.ated Magoffins:ville,
January, 1852, by the hands of Mr. Rad?iminski. l regret very muqh
to hear of the indispositio~ of th~ co111mission~r, and hopy the next
accounts we receive will give intelligence of his restoration to health.
I have already stated, in a letter to Mr. Jacobs, my opiniqn of the
practicability of sending the despatches to Mr. Bartlett by the way of
Urez and Guaymas.
In a postscript to your lett~r, you state that. the cqr:mnissioner "expected to meet Mr.. Radziminski at San Diego, with despatches from
the government." Mr. Radziminski must be governed by the instructions he received from Washington, and any facility which it is in my
power to extend I will cheerfully grnnt, thinking it of very g_reat im-
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portance that the commissioner should receive these despatches as
soon as possible.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. H. EMORY,
Brevet Major U.
GEo. F. BARTLETT, Esq.

s. 4.

Excuse me for calling your attention to the date of your letter.

LNo. 35.]

MEXICAN BOUNDARY COMMISSION,

San Diego, California, February 19, 1852.
Srn: In my despatch No. 20, from the Copper Mines, making known
the release of three Mexican captives, I stated to the depar ment that
I would take the liberty, on some future occasion, to suggest a plan
for its consideration, having for its objects the establishing of more pacific relations with the Indian tribes of this region, and the carrying into
effect the stipulations of the 1l th article of the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, relative to the rescue of captives taken by the Indians and their
restoration to liberty.
·
Since that time, I have crossed the country from the Copper Mines
to the San Pedro river, and have traversed the State of Sonora through
its entire length, while the surveying parties on service have crossed
the country along the boundary line to the junction of the Gila with the
Colorado. Besides this, Dr. Webb, secretary of the commission, with
the small party which accompanied me to Sonora, travers.ed the country from Santa Cruz, in a northwesterly direction, via Tucson, to the
Pimos and Maricopas villages on the Gila. The~e several routes, intersecting various parts of Sonora, and passing over the country watered
by the Gila, have afforded advantages which give me an opportunity
to speak with some degree of confidence of the actual condition of that
region in reference to its Indian population, and the depredations committed within the State of Sonora, and to offer suggestions to check the
inroads of these people, and more effectually carry out the stipulations
contained in the article referred to.
With regard to the State of Chihuahua, my opportunities of forming
an opinion on this subject have been less than in respect to that of Sonora. The town of Yanos, and a few villages and ranches on the San
Miguel river, all in the northern part of the State, are the on]y portions which are exposed to the attacks of the Gila Indians.
With the inhabitants here, the Indians, i. e. the Apaches, have ostensibly been at peace for the last two years. These Apaches dwell on
Lake Guzman and at other places near Yanos during the winter season,
receiving at stated periods clothing, blankets, and corn, from the milit ~ post at that place. Whether or not they have faithfully fulfilled
their agreement with the people of this portion of Chihuahua, I am unable to. state. Thi , however, is certain-that they openly visit Yanos
~t a~l time , an~ consider _thE:ir families safe when encamped or dwellmg ~n ~my porti n of the ch tnrt referred to. During the period aHuded
t , it 1 true that there have been attacks on parties of Mexicans
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between Yanos and the city of Chihuahua-250 miles to the south-and
also on small parties of Americans crossing ·from El Paso, over Cooke's
road, to California; but the Copper Mine Apach~s· deny that any portion of their tribe were the aggressors, or were ui any way engaged
in it. I questioned the chiefs of this tribe as to un attack made on a
party of ten Americans in June, 1851, on the road referred to, when
one was killed and t:ieveral were wounded; and endeavored to induce
them to surrender the aggressors, if in their possession. They denied
being implicated, and stated that it was the work of a few outcasts or
bad men of the Apache tribe, over whom they had no control, and who
·
dwelt among the mountains of Sonora.
The depredations committed by the Indians in the State of Chihuahua are chiefly in its southern portion, lying on the Rio Grande, near
the great bend of that river, and including the valuable district known
as the Balson de Mapimi. The depredators here are the Comanches
and Lipans. Their numbers, particularly of the former, are very large,
and the success which has heretofore attended them in their predatory
incursions has emboldened them to such an extent, that they now bid
defiance to the authorities both of Mexico and the United States. As
to the extent of the robberies of these Indians, and of the injuries inflicted on the people of Chihuahua, l cannot speak from personal observation, nor have I any authentic data on which to rely. It is in this
district that the State has suffered most by the loss of animals. In the
northern part, near the field of operations of the boundary commission,
the depredations of the Indians have been unimportant during the last
two years.
Much has been said of the depredations of the Indians in the State of
Sonora, and of the great extent to which they have been carried. These
statements have not been exaggerated. None but those who have visited
this State can form any adequate idea of the widespread devastation
which has marked the inroads of the savage. Depopulated towns
and villages, deserted haciendas and ranches, elegant and · spacious
churches falling to decay, neglected orchards teeming with fruit, arid
broad fields once highly cultivated, now overgrown with shrubbery
and weeds, show to what an extent the country has been overrun. But
it is not only scenes like these that mark the course of the savage. There
is scarcely a family in the frontier towns but has suffered the loss of
one or more of its members or friends. Tn some instances whole families have been cut off:__the father murdered, the mother and children
carried into captivity.
Sonora was formerly celebrated for the large number of mules and
cattle which it raised. The hacienda of San Pedro, near the rivet of
that name, possessed 14,000 head of cattle, to the raising of which its ·'
proprietor devoted himself. Its crumbling walls alone remain tO'denote
the spot. Babicomori, another hacienda near the Sah ·Pedro, possessed
a still larger number. It, too, was abandoned six years ago; its herds
of cattle were driven off and its orchards and fields reclaimed by nature;
But these deserted haciendas and more humble ranches meet the eye
of the traveller in every direction. Santa Cruz, one of the most northerly frontier towns, and situated in one of the most beautiful and
luxuriant valleys in the State, has diminished in its population ·from
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2,o·oo .to 300 souls. An inroa<l of the Apaches upon this town in September, 1850, when many lives were lost, and several women and
children made captives, occasione~ the place to be entirely abandoned.
The following year a company of soldiers was sent to protect it, but
at the time of my visit in October, 1851, but three hundred of its inhab-·
.itants had returned. On my journey south towards Ures, the capital
of the State, the inroads of the savage were equally apparent, quite to
the capital itself.
In May and June, 1851, I made an excursion into this State in another direction, more to the eastward, by Frontera, Bacuachi, &c., to
Arispe, its former capital. Along the whole line of my journey were
to be witnessed striking proofs of similar devastations. I visited the
ruined ranche and the depopulated village. I heard the melancholy
tale of afflicted parents whose children had been torn from them by the
Indians; the affecting narrations of others who had lost parents, brothers,
sisters, or friends; and it was a source of peculiar gratification to me
to be enabled to restore to their parents, ;:i.t Frontera and Bacuachi, two
boys who had long been in captivity.
Sonora, as I before observed, was once cele_brated for its large herds
of beef cattle, mules, and horses. Scarcely a single large hacienda or
herd of cattle now remains. They were mostly in the northern and
central parts, which district I may say has been abandoned to the Indians. Mules and horses, which were abundant and cheap, are now
difficult to be obtained even at prices one hundred per cent. above their
former value. These animals are raised with ease; but, say the farmers, what is the use of raising stock which we cannot protect, and
which, as soon as it is fit for service, is stolen from our very doors?
The truth of this I had the opportunity of verifying during my visit .
to Ures, where I was confined several weeks by illness. Scarcely a
day passed when reports were not received by the authorities of Indian
robberies. In one instance, but a few miles from the town, fourteen
valuable horses were stolen, and a boy, fifteen years of age, who was
taking care of them, made captive. Mules were taken one night from
a ranche within half a mile of the town, and the owner was pierced
with arrows, in which situation he was found the following morning.
The robbers drive their stock to the ravines and mountain passes,
where they are concealed until a large number is collected, when they
are driven in one body to their grand rallying place. So bold have
these Indians become, and so little do they stand in fear of chastisement from the citizens, that they visited the capital during my tarry
there and rescued several of their associates who were confined in the
State prison.
As an evidence of the great extent of the depredations of the Apaches
in the State of Sonora, I will give the particulars of one foray which
fell under my own observation while at Ures.
Reports were sent to Governor Cubillas from Hermosillo, fifty-four
miles distant, that a large band of Indians, one hundred or more in
number, were s_couring the country as far south as that city, and that
they had comm1tt cl xtensive robbPries of animals on all the haciendas
an~ ranches o~ their route. Couriers arrived daily with accounts of
th 1r d predation , and the governor was urged to send parties to inter-
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cept them, as well a~ to notify the villages and ranches to secure th~ir
stock before the Indians were upon them. A party of forty armed.
men were sent from HermosiJlo in pursuit; · these the In<lians surprised
and completely routed, killing twenty-three of them within five leagues
·of Ures, a town of six or seven thousand inhabitants. No check had
yet been given th~m. They I?ursued their course on th~ main r_oa?,
diverging to the nght and left, and securmg all the animals w1thm
reach.
Among others to whom the governor sent information of the ravages
of these Indians was Tanori, chief of the Opate Indians, a civilized
tribe, domiciliated in small villages, and cultivating the soil for their
subsistence. Tanori is a brave and warlike chief, and had often met
and routed the Apaches. In all cases he had come off triumphant,
and hence had struck more terror among his enemies than any force of
Mexicans sent against them. With the stratagems of the l ndians he
was familiar; he knew their habits, their mode of travelling, their time
of rest, and the hour when they would be least prepared for an attack.
Tanori accordingly assembled a party of his tribe, together with a few
Mexicans, and soon discovered the trail of the enemy. Watching his
opportunity he attacked and completely routed them, killing nine, and
losing but one man. They then scattered in all directions, so that he
could not follow them to advantage, abandoning their animals to their
pursuers. These were at once secured and driven to Ures, where I
had the satisfaction to see them when entering the city, escorted by the
men who had retaken them. They were all fine animals-horses and
mules-and embraced some of the best stock in the country. Their
number, as stated to me by the governor, was eight hundred and sixty. This
large number, the result of a single foray, and which wou]d doubtless
have been much increased before leaving the settlements, as the recapture took place in the centre of the State, will give an idea of the great
extent to which these bands of robbers carry their depredations. It
readily accounts for the diminution of horses and mules, and their
increase in value throughout the State.
The question now arises, what tribe or tribes an~ the depredators,
and where is their place of abode? The Indian tribes which dwell in
and occupy the vast region from the Rio Grande to the Pacific, along
and near the river Gila, and in the country embraced in the States of
Chihuahua and Sonora, are the following-(I except those tribes in the
southern part of Chihuahua and Texas, on the Rio Grande, the Comanches, &c., before spoken of:) The Apaches of the Copper Mine
district; the Apaches of the Gila, embracing the Pinaleros and Cuyo..
teros; the Tontos, and some minor tribes; the Pimos, the Coco-Maricopas, the Papagos, and the Yumas; and within the State of Sonora,
the Yaquis, the Opates, and the Ceves. The two former are christianized and <lomiciliated among the Mexicans; while the Ceves, on the
shores of the Californian gulf~ and on the island of Tiburon, are theii.
most inveterate enemies. Their only desire is to murder, neYer to rob.
They come down in small bi:lnds, and lie in ambush between Hermcsillo and Guaymas, (distance one hundred and eight miles,) whence·
they discharge their poisoned arrows on the unsuspecting traveller, and
are not seen themselves. Many have thus been cut off. This tribe
7
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embraces less than one hundred warriors; and altliough the l\foxjcan
government has sent several expeditions against it, they have accomplished nothing. The Ceves maintain their ground, and still make
sallies on the nearest settlements.
All the tribes included in the foregoing list, except the Yaquis, the
Opates, and the Ceves, dwell along the Gila and Colorado. Their
homes are both in the territories of the United States and Mexico, except the Papagos, who have no dwellings north of the Gila. All are
on terms of friendship with the Mexicans and Americans except the
Apaches.
The Yumas have recently manifested an unfriendly feeling towards
the Americans; and a party of Coahuilas have quite lately made a
descent on "Warner's ranche," a well known settlemPnt, driven off
'h is cattle, and destroyed bis buildings. As these tribes hawi heretofore manifested a friendship towards us, and maintained a friend)y,
intercourse, I think that a rigid scrutiny of the circumstances connected
with and preceding these outbreaks, \.vould show that the hostilities
were prompted by real or imaginary wrongs which they have suffered
from the whites. On this matter I may dwell more at length hereafter.
All of these tribes are at enmity with the Apaches. The latter kill,
indiscriminately, the Indians of all other tribes which they encounter;
~nd whenever these tribes are known to possess any considerable number of mules, the Apaches attack and dispossess them of their property.
Hence the Apache tribe may be said to be the enemies of all other
Indians, as well as of the white man; and should a campaign be sent
by the United States against this universal enemy, all the Indian nations
would gladly join in it-for all have suffered from their depredations,
carried on during a long series of years.
I have alluded above to the Yumas, a small tribe that occupy a district near the junction of the Gila and Colorado rivers. This tribe,
formerly peaceably inclined, became estranged from the Americans in
consequence of the outrageous conduct of the California emigrants towards them. Since then they have shown some hostility to parties of
Americans passing through their country, _and have even had a contest
with a small body of our troops stationed at the mouth of the Gila.
From a person who has lately passed through the district formerly
occupied by the Yumas, I learn that the whole tribe has removed
south, and are now on that portion of the Colorado between the Gila
and the Gulf of California. There are no settlements of the Mexicans
in that portion of Sonora now occupied by them, and I do not learn
that they have ever committed any depredations on the inhabitants;
on the contrary, th y profe ~s to be, and manifest that they are, on
terms of peace with Mexico.
The Pimos, Coco-1\faricopas, and Papagos, are :friendly and well
disposed. Th ey often find their way down into the interior of the
tate, and were never known to how any hostility to the Mexican .
1 met a larrre band of _the Coco-Maricopas at Ures, where they had
orne to mak a cornplamt to the governor and solicit from him arms
t d Gncl 1hcm.. 1 e~ from th Yumas, who had, a short time before,
made an attack on th m and taken away much of their property. This
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was at the very moment when the large band of Apaches, before
allu<led to,
s ravaging the country; and, at !he suggestion of the
governor, they gladly set off in pursuit of the ~ar:iuders .. !- left before
they had returned, and know not the result of their exped1t10n.
There remain now only the Apache tribes to speak 0£ All these
have, more or less, been concerned in the depredations on the people
of Sonora, and have kept up a constant vrnrfare for about fifteen
years. During this period they have frequently" made peace with the
State; but this was only done when they bad met with reverses, and ·
required time to_ rec~ver from the_m. The first favorable opport~ni~y
that presente~ 1tse,lf, after agreemg to_ a treaty, fo:un~ th~m ag:am m
arms, plundering the ·country, murdermg the moffens1ve mhab1tants, .
and carrying int~ captivity the women and children _who fell into their
hands. The Copper Mine Apaches have been among the boldest of
these depredators, and the names of their chiefs, Mangus Colorado,
De] Gadito, Coleto Amarillo, and Ponce, have struck terror among the
people of Sonora, Chihuahua, and those portions of New Mexico and
Texas which border on the Rio Grande. With Chihuahua they are
now at peace. During the three months that the boundary commission had its he~dquarters at the Copper Mines, and while the line was
being run west from the Rio Grande, this tribe exhibited the most
friendly feelings towards the Americans. They were divided into two
bands, and made their encampments three or four miles from us, on
either side. Until within ten days before the surveying parties left for
the Gila, the four chiefs mentioned vvere daily visitors to our quarters,
entering the houses and tents of the commission with perfect freedom
and .the most entire confidence. I had several "talks" with .Mangus ·
Colorado, the head chief of all the Apaches, (as he calls himself,) with
reference to a more peaceful life on his part. I recommended him to
cultivate the soil and raise his own corn, mules, horses, &c., instead·of
stealing them from the .Mexicans. He listened with attention to what
I said, and in reply observed that he was too old to begin to raise corn
or to cultivate the soil, and that he must leave these things for his
young people to do. He · expressed a most earnest desire to be at
peace with the Americans.and spoke in the highest terms of their
bravery and know ledge; but \vhy we should defend the Mexicans,
after being at war with 'them, \Vas to him incomprehensible. I explained to him our treaty with the Mexicans, and told him we were
bound strictly to carry it out. I to1d him we would aid his tribe in
learning to cultivate the soil; that we would send them ploughs and
other implements for. the purpose; also, a carpenter and blacksmith;
and, furthermore, would give them blankets, cotton cloth, and other
necessary articles, as long as they remained quiet, continued at peace
with the Mexicans ancl Americans, and committed no more robberies
of mules, horses, and cattle from either, and indicated a disposition to
lead industrious lives. He showed evident signs of satisfaction at my
suggestions, and I have no doubt would use his influence with his peo:rle in bringing about a permanent peace. Mangus Colorado unquest10nably possesses a great influence among the several Apache tribes,
from the Sacramento· mountains, ea.st of the Rio, Gra.,ncle, to the Pimos
villages, on the Gila, at the west, embracing a region of country 3150

100

S. Dor. 6.

miles in length. ·· He is a man of strong common sense and discriminating judgment; he has none of the savageness deline din his appearance, or manifested in his a_c tion or bearing, that we anticipated
from the many vague rumors afloat; he is evidently a councillor rather
than a warrior, and can appreciate the benefits derivable by bis tribe
from the pursuits of peace, over all advantages that might ·accrue from
warlike depredations. He has a large family of bright and intelligentlooking children-both of boys and girls-of whom he is very fond
and to vvhom he is ardently attached. For them and the welfare of his
tribe, I doubt not that he would exert himself to the utmost, and be
willing, if necessary, to make great sacrifices. Ponce and Del Gadito
are also men of more than ordinary character, intellect, an<l influence,
~nd seem reasonable and practicable in their views and expectations.
Hitherto, however, they have all been viewed by the inhabitants of
this country as cruel, blood-thirsty, implacable enemies ; and too often
assuming them to be so, they have been treated, when occasions
offered, worse than brutes. No attempts have been made to conciliate
them, but, on the contrary, many flagrant acts of injustice have been
committed against them, and much done to exasperate .them and increase their hostility. By bringing them over to our interest an important point would be gained: and by judicious management, as we
have secured their confidence, this can be done.
·
There remain to be spoken of but two more tribes, viz : the Pinalems and Cuyoteros, both offsets from the great Apache tribe, but entirely
independent of them. They dwell near the Gila, about three days'
journey from its northern bank, and hence within the limits of the
United . States. These two tribes embrace more than double the number of the Copper Mine Apaches; they have been, and are now, the
principal d epredators on Sonora. They have at the present time more
Mexican captives than all the other frontier Indians together.
Situate<l at only half the distance from the settlements that the Copper
Mine tribes are, with an open country between, they can set out at all
times, and in five or six d ays reach the frontier towns. These forays,
therefore , are constant and almost al ways attended with success. With
these people the traders of New Mexico keftl) up a constant intercourse,
buying their stolen animals and their captives.
.
In my despatch No. 18, giving the particulars of the recapture of
certain Mexican captives, mules and horses, I stated at length the
course pursued by the traders of New Mexico. In brief, it is this: One
obtains the usual license in his own name, from the State authorities, for
trading with the Indians. On the strength of this, he enlarges his
company by inviting an indefinite number to join him; each operating
on hi s own account, and taking snch articles for traffic as he thinks will
pay best. These men are bound by no oath-thef incur no responsibilit~ s; and if there is any infringement of the laws, or any illegal trade
earned _on by them, such as the purchase of captives or animals from
the Indian '. the p~nalty, if discovered, falls upon the person in whose
name. th hcen e 1 taken out, and all of his guilty associates are frresp~n ·1bl , and e cape merited punishment.
rh party from which we took the captive girl, Inez Gonzales, em-
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braced fifty persons, and the leader told me he felt a perfect liberty ~o
extend the number as far as he thought pro.per.
This course of proceeding is a serious evil, and tends' in a great
measure to encouraae the Indians to continue their system of stealing
all the animals they°can find, and of carrying into captivity the women
and children.
The Pinaleros and Cuyoteros, nearly midway between the Rio Grande
and the Colorado, have no other market for their plunder. They never
cross the ·country of the Copper Mine Indians to trade with the Americans on the Rio Grande, nor with the New Mexicans. Their market
is a't their own villages; and as long as this continues and they are secure from the attacks of the Americans, and on friendly terms with a
portion of our own citizens, viz: the New Mexicans, they will pursue
their depredatiorrn with impunity.
·. .
·
·
,
To check these marauders, and more effectually carry out the
stipulations of the 11th article of the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, i,t
will be necessary to chastise these two tribes. I would therefore recommend that an expedition be fitted out and sent against them, sufficiently
stror.g to surround and make prisoners of the entire tribes. The warriors would of course resist, and suffer the consequence.
The women and children, and such men as should fall into our
hands, should be taken from their places of abode and given over to
the Mexicans, by wnom they will be sent to the southern parts of
Mexico, and there placed on the hacier1das. This is the course pursued with all In<liar:i prisoners taken by the Mexicans.
.
These people must b_e annihilated, or removed where they can do
no harm. We have no district where they can be sent; and by ridding
ourselves of them entirely, by transferring them to our neighbors, for
them to mc:1ke such a disposition as has been mentioned, would be the
easiest and least objectionable method of removing a serious evil. Two
companies of dragoons and one of infantry would be quite sufficient to
accomplish the object proposed. The distance is not great; and noserious obstacles being in the way to impede the march of our men, it is
believed that a month would be ample time for the campaign. A
sudden attack on these people, if attended with success, would strike
terror among other tribes not well disposed towards us. The Copper
Mine Indians in particular, who have hitherto been at war both with the
Mexicans and Americans, and who may be said to be wavering as to
their future course, would be ready to enter into a treaty of peace at
once -w:ith us, in case it should not have been previously made. The
whole country from the Rio Grande to the Pacific would then be open
to us : emigrants and travellers might then pas.s unmolested across
the whole valley of the Gila, and the depredations on our neighbors of
Chihuahua and Sonora be completely checked. In this I speak of the
northern frontier only. To dispose of the Comanches is another matter. They are some hundred miles beyond the field of our present
operations, and the government is already po.ssessed of all the facts
regarding their position and their depredations on both si<les of the
Rio Grande.
Should a campaign be made against the Pinaleros and Cuyoteros, as
sugges~ed, it would be the means of rescuing a large numb.er of cap:-
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tives_held by these people ; and for this purpose, if for no other object,
an expedition should be fitted out, as the United States are solemnly
bound, by the stipulations reforred to, to make an effort to liberate and
restore to Mexico the captives now held by these tribes.
I also beg leave to suggest a plan with reference to the Copper Mine
Apaches. This tribe, or rather Mangus Colorado and the other chiefs
spoken of, are unquestionably, as already hinted, now well disposed
towards the Americans.
With them I would recommend pacific measures, believing that a
·knowledge of the chastisement administered to the Pinaleros and Cuyoteros, with whom they are in friendly communication and closely
allied, would exert a salutary influence among them. ,vith this view
I would recommend the establishment of an Indian agent at the Copper Mines-an eligible spot, and in the centre of the country cla-imed
by this tribe-also the assembling of the chiefs at once, and the distribution among the tribe of presents to the value of $4,000 or $5,000,
with a promise, that if they continued faithful, to make them yearly
presents of clothing and corn, until they are able to sustain themselves.
They are now miserably clad, and suffer much from the cold during
the winter, which is quite severe in this district. They also require
food: this is now distributed among them by the Mexican authorities
at the frontier post of Yanos, and will doubtless be continued to such
as take up their winter abode near that town.
To carry out the object proposed, there would be required an appropriation of about $25,000. 'l'his would include the purchase of goods
for presents, and tbe transportation of the same to the Copper Mines ;
the salary of an Indian agent and other necess-ary attendant expenses;
the pay of an agent or commissioner to make treaties with these and
other neighboring Indian tribes; the compensation of guides ; the purchase of mules, horses, camp equipage, &c., &c.
Should this meet the favorable attention of ·the government, it is of
the utmost importance that the plan be kept secret; for if a campaign is
openly d ecided upon against the Indians ref erred to, it will be made
known to them by the New Mexican traders, who have an interest in
keeping up the present system of plunder. They will th en remove
with their families and stock where it will be impossible to find them,
and all our plans be th ereby frustrated. Such was the case with the
Navnjos. The intended campaign against them by the army of New
Mexico was known to them months before it took place, and th ey governed the mselves accordingly, by withdrawing their stock a11d keeping
out of the -...vay.
.
In conclusion, I ,vould suggest that some suitable measures should
promptly be _taken to ascertain what Mexican captives are now retained
m New Mexico as peons or servants, which captives were taken from
Sonora and Chihuahua by Apache Indians, and subsequently sold to
perso~s from . w Mexico calling ~bemselves traders. I have the most
mc~uh1table v1d n that many such may be found in that T erritory,
chielly bor and girl ~, who, un1 ss rescued from their impending fate
by th' action of our g vernm nt, are <loomP-d to a worse than African
bo~da c. ,aid th
v mm nt in accomplishinrr so important an
01 ~ c ~nc r quir d n t only by the treaty stipulati~ns, but by every
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dictate of humanity-I requested the governor of Sonora, Senor Don
F. Cubillas, to procure for me a list of all the captives tak<m by the
Indians from that State; specifying the time when taken, their places
of residence and their ages, with a description of their persons. This
the governor promised to do, and for that purpose at once op0ned a
communication with the different towns and haciendas on the frontier.
He will, as soon as furnished with the facts, communicate the same to
me. This information will greatly aid us in discovering and reclaim·
ing the captives in New Mexico.
The topics treated of in this communication might easily have been
dwelt on more in detail, and as it was my original intention thus to
have done; but since writing the above I have had an opportunity to
examine the President's message and accompanying documents, wherein I perceive what I consider the tru.e policy towards our Indian brethren clearly pointed out and strongly recommended, vvhich would ren- der any further remarks from me at this time a ,~ork of supererogation.
I shall continue, however, as opportunities offer, to stndy the character, condition, wants, views, &c., of the various tribes with which I am
brought in contact; and it would afford me great satisfaction to answer
any inquiries or pursue any investigations you may desire in relation to
them.
·
With high respect, I have the honor to remain, sir, your obedient
servant,

JOHN R. BARTLETT,
Commissioner.

Hon.

H. II. STUART,
Secretary qf the Interior, Wa,c;hington.
ALEX.

FRONTERA, NEAR

EL p ASO,

March 11, 1852.
~1.R: Very early after my arrival on the line, I stated to you my
oprn1on that I would not be able to have an interview with the commissioner for a long time, but still I hoped that I might be mistaken.
My impression now is confirmed, and it becomes nece$sary for me to
address you directly, as your orders of November 4th cannot be carried
into full effect in the absence of the commissioner, and the work cannot
progress efficiently and harmoniously until these orders are carried into
effect, and until, in addition thereto, a change is made in the property
and money business of the commission .
. Enclos~d is a draught for a new organization, based on your instructions, which I prepared to be submitted to the commissioner. If approved by you, I request orders may be given directly, that all offices
not named in the schedule may be abolished, and the persons unemployed paid off and discharged the service. .
':i; he immediate necessity for reorganizing the money and property
husmess of the commission is the most pressing, and no stronger argument _cc:n be offered to the honorable Secretary for the necessity of my
su?Ir:1ttmg the case directly to him without waiting longer for the comm1ss10ner, than the fact that employes have not, on an average, been
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paid beyond the 2d July, 1851, and to raise money to buy dothes, and
other necessaries, are now selling their pay-bills at fifty per cent. discount, and that I am in danger of losing the services of laborers now
employed in the field.
This confusion and embarrassment is the inevitable result of placing
the money and property in the hands of agents who have no knowledge
whatever of the wants of a survey, and are not identified personally or
professionally with the work. It is for this reason I have recommended
the offices of agent to the commission, deputy paymaster, quartermaster
and commissary, all to be united in an officer, who shall give bonds, and
who shall not disburse one cent appertaining to the running and marking
the line without the written approval of the chief who may be actually
in the field and directing the operations. In making this statem ent and
th.is recommendation, I wish to be distinctly understood as not desiring
or intending to cast the shadow of reproach upon the honor and honesty
of the parties concerned.
The recommendation is founded upon the practice of the Coast Survey, confessedly the most extensive and best organized survey in the
world, and is analogous to the practice on the survey of the lakes ; and
it occurs to me as the only practicable and economical mode to be
adopted. I also urgently recommend that no agent, sub-agent or deputy,
shall be employed on the work by any of the officers recognised in the
organization of the commission ; that where it is necessary to do
business by deputy, as with parties at a distance, the chief of the party
shall do the duty for the time being, as is practised in the survey of
the coast. His knowledge of the wants of the survey will make him,
acting under the orders of the head of the work, the best judge of what is
necessary; and the salary due him by the government will always be
more than sufficient to guara1Jty the faithful disbursement of the small
sum of money that it may be necessary to place in his hands.
The parties I have now in the field are operating at distances varying
from 100 miles to 1,000 miles apart, without any regular means of communicating with headquarters. If a mule dies, or a man mi sbehaves,
they cannot send back first to the agent to get the money to replace the
mule, and then to the quartermaster to purcha se it. Wants are daily
occurring of which he must be the judge, and which cannot be referred
back without manifest injury and delay to the servic.;e. The consideration is too in sjgnificant, (the supply of one officer and ten men) to authorize a sub-deputy paymaster and a sub-deputy quartermaster and
commis~ary, and he must necessarily be his own agent.
I have yet no returns from the distant parties; those in my vicinity
are progressing with rapidity, one party having accomplished already,
in a satisfactory manner, 146 miles of boundary. All, however, are
working to di advantage, and are sorely inconvenienced for the want of
some funds, and by the insufficiency of escort.
I have the honor to be, your obedient servant,

W. H. EMORY,
Hon. A.H. H.

Brevet Major, ~c.
TUART,

Secretary of the Interior.
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Reor(J'anization of the astronomical and surveying parties of the United States
bo~ndary commission, proposed by _11,fajor. W. H. Emory, chief astrono-.
mer and surveyor, based upon the 1.nstructi~n~ of the Hon. Se~retary oj
the interior, November 4, 1S61; the commissioner, and the assietants re9uired by him, not included.

One chief astronomer and surveyor.
One clerk to <litto.
One draughtsman.
Four c~mputers.
.
.
.
·
.
Three lieutenants topographical engmeers, m charge of astronomical
and surveying parties.
·
Three assistants-one for each lieutenant-to be selected from those
on the work.
Three computers-one for each lieutenant-to be selected from those
on the work.
One principal assistant surveyor, Charles Radziminski.
Two assistant surveyors, M. Von Rippel and M. T. W. Chandler.
Three assistants-one for each of the above-to be selected from those
on the work.
One medical officer, (the present incumbent.)
One botanist and geologist, (the present incurnhent.)
Laborers to be employed as at present, by chiefs of parties, at. prices
paid for labor in the country.
One disbursing and property agent, to be appointed by the Secretary
of the Interior, and required to give bonds.
One clerk.
The salaries at the rates directed in the instructions of the honorable
the Secretary, dated November 4, 1861.
It is recommended that the disbursing officer and property agent
shall do the duties no\v performed by the agent of the commissioner and
deputy paymaster, and by the quartermaster and commissary of the
commission, and that those offices be at once abolished; that he shall
contract no debts, pay no bill, account, or pay-roll, except on the written
order of the commissioner, his secretary or assistants; and if appertaining to running and marking the boundary, or other surveys connected therewith, he shall contract no debt, pay no bill, account, or payroll, and dispose of no property, except on the written approval of the
chief astronomer and surveyor; and that for the time he holds his
appointment, he shall not be allowed to embark in traffic of any kind.
Though no agent, sub-agent, or deputy, shall be employed on the
work, when it is necessary to use deputies, as wi1 h the parties at
a distance, the chief of the party, acting under the orders of ·the head
of the work, shall do the duty for the time being, as is practised on the
survey of the coast and on that of the lakes.
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MEXICAN BouNDARY Co~IMISSION,

San Francisco, Cal., March 12, 1852.
Sm: I have the honor herewith to report the following resignations
in this commission since its arrival in California, viz:
Pay per
annum.
\

.
)

Samuel S. Moe, carpenter, of W ashingt0n ............. - - - - $600
600
Wm. T. Brooke, wheelwright, of Washington ............. .
810
George W. Miller, blacksmith, of Washington ............. .
720
R. M. Tuttle, armorer, of Washington. _••..........•... - - .
John T. Mankin, mason, of Washington_ ........ ____ ..... .
600·
720
R. B. Smith, mason, of Rhode Island .. _•••.•....... - - - . - .
Wm. A. Taylor, sub-assistant surveyor ..•. _... _._ ..... - . - .
800
8 00
James Steele, sub-assistant surveyor ..............•.. - - - - William Bausman, sub-assistant surveyor, and secretary of A.
B. Gray _ _... __ __. ___ . . . . . • . •. - .. - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 1,000
6,650

lt will not be necessary to fill the places of any of the above, thereby
making a saving to the commission of six thousand six hundred and
fifty do1lars per annum. Besides the above, the number of laborers
will be reduced one half.
In consequence of the continual changes of the laborers, servants,
and cooks in the commission, I have not deemed it necessary to ad vise
the department of their names, or when employed or discharged. This
appears in the pay-rolls transmitted to the Fifth Auditor.
The following named persons joined the commission at W ashi.ngton,
and h"ave also left since its arrival in California. I deem it proper to
advise the department of these resignations, as their families reside in
W ashington and may desire information respecting them:
Wm. H. Gordon, cook.
Ed w'd Crawford, servant.
Timothy Carroll,
do.
David Smith,
do.
I found it necessary to come to this city to raise funds for paying off
the members of the commission, and to purchase the necessary outfit
and provisions to carry the parties back to El Paso. In a•few days I
·will have completed my purchases, when I shall return to San Diego.
The state of the weather and the roads will then govern me in my departure.
H rewith I enclose you the programmes of the parties organized at
the C pp r Mine for the boundary survey:

1st.
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For the survey of the river
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1. The party under A. B. Gray, esq., United States surveyor, charged
with the linear survey.
2. The party under Lieutenant A. W. Whipple, charged with the
astronomical and topographical portion of the same.
3. Organization of the astronomica! parties on the Rio Gr~nde, and
of two parties for the survey of that nver.
These programmes would have been sent to the department from
the Copper Mines, but I was not furnished by Lieutenant Colonel Graham with a copy of his until my arrival at San Diego, when it was
handed to me by Lieutenant Whipple. It was presented to and ap1>roved by me on the 27th August, 1851.
As the commission will soon be confined to duty on the Rio Grande
alone, I think the commissary and quartermaster's departments may be
committed to one officer. They are now large and . expensive, and
can, without detriment to the commission, be reduced. With each
surveying party the duty appertaining to these departments may be
performed by an assistant, as was the case with the Gila parties, for
which Colonel Graham assigned no one-retaining both the commissary and quartermaster, with their assistants, for the smaller portion of
the commission on the Rio Grande. I would, therefore, recommend
the recall of one of the officers now in charge of these departments.
With high respect, I have the honor to remain your obedient servant,
JOHN R. BARTLETT,
Commissioner.

Hon. ALEX. H. H. STUART,
Secretary of the Interior, Washington, D. C.

ENCAMPMENT OF THE u. s. SURVEYOR,
, Santa Rita del Cubre, August 21, 1851..
Srn: I have to request that the following names of men may be
placed upon the roll of the quartermaster of the commission, and that
you will direct that provisions be issued to them forthwith, for they are
without the necessaries of life at present. They are men w horn I have
engaged as laborers, to accompany me, as the surveyor under the 5th
article of the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, by your direction for preparing a party for making the linear surveys of the Gila, in accordance
with the provisions of the agreement of the joint commission.
Their names are as follows, to wit:
George Vandergrift, William Williamson, G. W. Dalton, Henry
Marks, E. A. Brasford, aQd Thomas Roache, laborers; Manuel Garcia,
Mexican, to attend camp animals.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. B. GRAY,
U. S. Surveyor,
o/C·
Hon. J. R. BARTLETT,
U. S. Commissioner, q--c., 4"c., o/C·

4r.,
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ENCAMPMENT, SANTA RITA DEL CoBRE,

A ugust 21, 1851.
Sm: In compliance with your orders of to-day, and under the existtng circumstances, I have now arranged the party to accompany me
forthwith to th~ Gila, to meet the Mexicans. 1t is as small as possible,
consistent with the faithful execution of my immediate dutieF<, in any
contingency which may arise, in the linear surveys to be made in
accordance with the joint agreement of the commission on the - day
of July. Their names are as follows :
J. H. Prioleau, first assistant.
Malcolm Seaton, sub-assistant.
William Bausman , sub-assistant and clerk.
George Vandergrift, William Williamson, G. W. D alton, H enry
l\Iarks, Ed ward Crawford, and Thomas Roache, employed as laborers,
to do any work which the interest of the service may require.
Manuel Garcia, Mexican, to attend animals.
William Gordon, cook.
Messrs. ~ull, first assistant, and W. A. Taylor, sub-assistant, with
one cook (John Wright) and one laborer, (Brasford,) to be left in r,harge
of the camp at the Copper Mines, but to come up as soon as animals
and provisions can be procured. Their services will be also required
in the further linear survey of the boundary along the Gila. .
.
The first-named laborers (cooks, camp attendants, chain-earners,
&c., &c., six in number) are absolutely indispensable to the least de.gree
of accupcy, as required in the immedi ate performance of my duties as
the United States surveyor, independent of any others (meohanics or
l aborers) which you may wish to accompany you, to aid in erecting
monuments, marking the line, &c., and who also m 'tY be most useful,
and on whom I must depend at times for aid in the linear surveys.
In the recapitulation which acco mpanies this, you will see the ernct
position of the party, and what will be absolutely necessary for them,
exclusive of surveying instruments. Most of them are good men 1 and
tried from personal ob.servation. The others, which I know less about,
are those in w l10m I am wming to trust.
This party is small ; but under the circumstances which you mention,
I find. such is absolutely necessary to keep the faith of the government.
I send also, accompanying this, a list and the names of the men whom
it appears have not been placed upon the roll of the "quarter-mrister,"
and whom it appears have been refused rations or provisions on that
account. If there are any rules or regulations which you have enacted,
or have been so ma<le by the department, governing this survey, I should
be pleased to have them (a copv) furnished me, in order that I may
be so governed in future as to prevent the grub of those honest laborers
being stopped.
I have t he honor to remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. B. GRAY,
U. S. Surveyor,

Hon. J .·o R. BARTLETT,
U. . Commissioner, o/C,,

o/C,, o/C·

o/C·
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COPPER :MINES OF SANTA RITA,

August 27, 1851.
Sm: I have the honor 10 acknowledge the receipt from you of the
list of members of the scientific corps of the boundary commission
connected with the surveying parties, which, I understand from you,
are all that are not detailed for duty on the Gila, amounting to sixteen
in number.
·
As the head of the scientific corps, I will now present, from those
na~nes and others attached to the commission, such an organization as
will, I trust, enable us to go on with the Rio Grande portion of the
boundary survey with despatch.
Although I have had but little opportunity of knowing most of the
young gentlemen whose names are contained in the list, yet I shall be
always ready to impart to them every instructio11 in my power to make
them acquainted with their duties.
I.-For two astronomical stations.
Lieut. Col. J. D. Graham, principal astronomer, and head of the scientific corps of the United States boundary commission.
Lieut. W. F. Smith, topographical engineers, assistant astronomer to
.
head of scientific corps.
l\~. Von Hippel, draughtsman to head of scientific corps, compensation
$1,600 per annum.
G. G~ Gardner, ·assistant, ~ompensation $800 per aJmum.
J. Henning. ____ . do . __ •. ___ do~ • _ . _ 60 per month.
P. Creniou •. __ .. do ......•. do .. _._
60
· "
J.P.Espy ...... do .••... :.do ....• .60
"
J. H. Clarke, computer. __ ••. do ..... · · 60
"
Chas. Wright. ... do ........ do.....
60
,~
Wm. White, jr., sub-assistant.do.....
60
"
Thos . .W. Jones ..... do ..... do.....
60
·"
Mechanics to each astronomical station:
1 instrument repairer, with tools.
1 carpenter, with tools.
1 blacksmith, with tools and forge. ·
3 laborers to each astronomical station.
1 teamster to each astronomical station~
1 instrument ambulance, with 4 mules, to each astronomical party.
1 cook to head of scientific corps . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . • $30 per mo.
1 servant to head of scientific corps .... _ . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25
"
1 cook to assist. astronomer, in charge of separate station. 30
"
1 servant to assistant astronomer ......• _ . . . . . . . . . . . . 25
"
"
1 cook to assistants of first astronomical party._. . . • . . . 30
1 servant to assistants of first astro.n omical party. _ . . . . . 25
"
1 cook to assistants of second astronomical party_ . . . • . . 30
"
1 servant to assistants of second astronomical party . • . • 25
"
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II.-For. two surveying parties.

No. 1.

No. 2.

Chas. A. Snowden, per ann. $800
E. A. Phillips, per month . .
50
2 chc,in men ...... do .... _.
30
2 flag-bearers .... do .... _ _ 30
1 station marker .. do...... 30
2 laborers . _ . __ .. do .. __ . .
30
25
2 teamsters ...... do. __ ·_• •
1 cook . ___ . _. _ .. do. ___ . • 30
1 servant. . _..... do. . . . . • 25
2 wagons, of 6 mules each.

Thos. Thompson, per ann _. $800
A. P. Wilbur, per month . _ 50
;:;o
2 chainmen. _. __ .do ... _..
2 flag-bearers .... do. ____ . '30
1 station marker .. do. ___ •• 30
2 laborers •. _ .... do_ . • . • •
30
2 teamsters ...... do .. _. _ • 25
1 cook .......... do. • . . . • 30
1 servant.. _ .. _.. do .. ___ • 25
2 wagons, of 6 mules each.

IlI.-Assistant in meteorological department.

M. T. \V. Chandler.
James H. Houston, sub-assistant, $50 per month.
IV.-Quartermaster and commissariat department.
T. W. Tansill, cl~rk to Lieutenant Tillinghast, $70 per month;
Geo. S. Peirce, clerk to Lieutenant Burnside, $70 per month;
with the necessary quartermaster and commissary's laboring men, and
wagons and animc1ls, as may be necessary for the public service.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
·

. J. D. GRAHAM,

Principal Astronomer and Head of Scientific _CorP.s··
J. R. BARTLETT, Esq.,
U. S. Commissioner, q-c., Copper Mines of Santa Fe.
List

of the

astronomical and topographical party for the United States
and Mexican boundary survey of the Rio Gilu.
0 rganization.

Rate of pay.

Lieut. A. W. Whipple, principal assistaut astronomer
and topoo-raphical engineer.
J ohn 'Donoahue, a i tant. ____ ... _ . _. _. _ . __ .. _ $60 per month.
Henry C. Force .... _ . do .. ___ . ____ . _. ____ . ____ . 800 per year.
'Frnnk "W heaton. __ ._ .do._._ .. ________ ... _... __
50 per month.
Hugh 'ampbell. _.. _ .do .. ____ ...... __ .. _.. __ •. 60
"
J · lL · id .... instrum nt carrier
30
"
B rnard .. larron ...... do .• _ .
· · · · · · · · • · • •· · · ·

··········-···-----

30

"
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LIST-Continued.

Organization.

Rate of pay.

Thomas Harper, instrument carrier •.............. $30 per
es Halsted .... laborer ..•.•....... _..• - ..... 30
erick Schaaf .... do ........•...... - - .. - . - - - 30
A ex. McDonald ..... do. __ ...........• - ... - - - - - 30
Chas. Fitzge.r;ald, cook to Lieut. Whipple ••••.. - - .. 30
David Smith, servant. ....... do .......... _...•.. 30
30
J. Nickerson, cook ............••.•.... - .... - . - .
Guadalupe Medina, servant. _. _. _ ..•. _• _. _ .. - - - .. 25
Antonio A velar, arriero .....•............ __ .•... 25
J a.mes H. Smith, packer .......• __ ••............ 25
Thos. J.VL Fulton, herder .......· .. _........... - .. 25

J

month.
"
"

"
"
"

"
"
"
"
,,

'
I recommend the above rates of compensation as, in my opinion, just
and reasonable, on the United States and Mexican boundary survey.
J. D. GRAHAM,
Lieut. Col., and Head of Scientific Corps.
SANTA RITA DEL CoBRE, August 24, 1851.

EL PAso, Mar.ch 21, 1852.
Sm_: I have the satisfaction to report to you that I have this moment
received a despatch stating that the two parties sent ·down the river by
me to Eagle Pass had arriv~d in safety,. and that, through the ,kindness·
qf the commanding officer, Colonel Morris, of that post, and the
quartermaster and commissary, Lieutenant Michler has been enabled
to commence successfully the survey in that quarter; so that now but
one party under my command remains to be heard from, that of Lieutenant Whipple. Every party on the survey may therefore now be
considered as in active and successful operation, and will continue so
until stopped for the want of money or the insufficiency of escort.
I made my requisitions an<l dratts, for the outfit of Lieutenant Michler's command, on the commissioner, believing from what I heard, and
which has since been confirmed, he had left the country, an<l I supposed 'to visit Washington. Failing to hear anything decisive, Lieutenant Michler informs me he has sent them directly to Washington, and
I hope they will be honored, that the officers of the army, who have
with commendable public spirit furnished the outfit for these parties,
may not be made to suffer.
·
I have the honor to ~e your obedient servant,
.
W. H. EMORY, Bet. Jfajor, qrc. ~
FRONTERA, NEAR

Hon.

A.

H.

H.

STUART,

Secretary of tlte Interior.
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FRONTERA, NEAR

EL p ASO,

April 9, 1 S52.
Sm: I have the honor to enclose, herewith, a requisition for thirty
thousand dollars for the use of the boundary survey in this qmt.rter,
an<l five thousand dollars to be sent Lieutenant N. Michler, at Fort Duncan, Texas, being a portion of the amount estimated for in detaii in
my communication to the United States commissioner, dated January
1, 1852, a copy of which was furnished the department.
I have six parties now in the field, five of which are operatin
regions distant from each other, and under circumstances where it 1s
ab.solutely necessary, to sustain the work, that the chiefs of parties shall
be furnished with fonds to meet the current an~ 'daily expenses.
My design is to distribute this money among the different parties,
· four of which are in charge of officers of the corps of topographical
engineers, who are by law disbursing officers, and the other two in
charge of principal assistant surveyors, whose salary due will always
be a sufficient guarantee for the faithful disbursement of the money.
The system heretofore practised, of not placing funds in the hands of
the chiefs of parties, but requiring them to look to a distant and central
head, has proved an utter failure,· and is destructive of the authority
which should nece5sarily rest in the chief of each party. B ~sides
which, it is physically impossible for any central power to minister to
the daily and almost hourly wants of parties in the field, which are
operating hundreds, and some of them thousands of miles apart.
Our pay-rolls are now encumbered with many useless men, because
chiefs have neither the money nor authority to discharge them, and the
evil is daily accumulating.
I am aware that these considerations should be addressed to the
commissioner, and doubt not they would receive his cordial concurrence;
but the honorable Secretary will excuse me for addressing him directly,
when he learns that I have, after exhausting every means of communicating, failed to receive any tidings of the commissioner since he
left the line in October last, except the information heretofore c~mmunicated, that he was at Ures, Sonora, on his way to Guaymas.
Unless some relief is speedily received, the parties which are now
making rapid and successful progress in the business of running and
marking the boundary must fall to pieces and the work be stopped, only
to be resumed again at an immense expense of time and money.
They are now only held together by the belief that fonds will be
sent me, and that they will hereafter, when the appropriation passes,
receive their pay regularly.
The time is past when the special messenger sent by me to communicate with the surveying parties on the Gila should have returned,
and a newspaper report has reached here, by the way of Chagres and
~ew Orleans, that a portion if not all these survP-ying parties have gone
mto California; but I am unwilling to believe this, as such proceeding
c~nnot be ju tified on any ground of the xigencies of the public service, and at thi time will be a severe blow to the progress of this
;v rk, a one of _the paitie (Lieutenant Whipple's) carried off the only
m~trumcnts available or fit to run the parallel of latitude west of the
Del ~orte.

1_13

S. Doc. 6.

The depots of _supplies ":ere in the val~ey of !he Del Nor~e, from
which the parties m any portion of the unfimshed lme wes~ of 1t c?uld
be supplied in less time, and at one-half the expense of domg so, from
the shores of the Pacific.
.
I have the honor to be your obedient servant,
W. H. EMORY,
Bvt. J.Wajor U. S. A., Astronomer and Surveyor B. S.
Hon. A. H. H. STUART,
·
Secretary of the Interior.

EL PASO,
April 9, 1852.
Srn: I have the honor to request that I may be supplied with thirty
thousand dollars, a portion of the money estimated for by me in detail
in a communication dated January 1, 1852, addressed to the commissioner, a copy of which I had the honor of sending you.
And also, that five thousand dollars be sent to Lieutenant N. Michler,
corps topographical engineers, at Fort Duncan, Texas, as he is operating too far distant to receive direct support from headquarters.
I have the honor to be your obedient servant,
FRONTERA, NEAR

W. H. EMORY,
Bvt. MaJor U. S. A., Astronomer and Surveyor B. C.

· Hon.-A. H. H. STUART,
Secretary of the Interior.

EL p ASO,
April 11, 1852.
SIR: The supply of provisions for the boundary commission will be
exhausted in August, and, in the absence of the commissioner, I have
to request that $10,000 be furnished me for distribu6on among the
parties in the field, for the purchase of provisions, in additio~ to the
sum estimated for by me in my letter of the 9th.
·
I suggest this plan as more economical than that of buying the
provisions in the States and sending them here, as we thus get rid of
the enormous transportation, and the number of agents and sub-agents,
which the old system entails.
If~ however, it is not deemed expedient to make a change, I have
the honor to request that three thousand rations may be sent to this
place, three thousand to the Presidio del Norte, three thousand to
Eagle Pass, and five thousand to Fort Brown, opposite Matamoras.
Under the circumstances of the difficulties of retaining good men in
service, without having the means of paying them, I have authorized
FRONTERA, NEAR

8

114

S. Doc. 6.

the issue to those in the field of one ration and a halt of sugar and coffee
per day, in place of one ration, and I hope the same will be approved.
I have the honor to be your obedient servant,
W. H. EMORY,
Brevet Major, 4-'c., 4·'(;.

Hon. A. H. H.

STUART,

Secretary of the Interior.

FRONTERA, NEAR

EL p ASO,

TEXAS,

AzJril 20, 1852.

Sm: You will take charge of the enclosed despatches and deliver
them in person to the Hon. Secretary of the Interior. . You will represent
to the Secretary the urgent necessity there is for sending me immediate
relief in money, and the certainty, if this is not speedily done, that this
work, now in successful operation, must be again suspended. Should
you meet the commissioner in Washington, you will make these representations to him. Should it be determined, contrary to my advice, to
send rations to the points indicated in my letter of 11th April to the
Hon. Secretary, instead of money, you will, unless otherwise instructed,
take charge of their delivery.
By agreement with the Mexican astronomer anJ surveyor, we are to
meet at the Presidio del Norte on the 1st August next, and I expect to
be there by the 1st July to make the preliminary observations. You
will therefore please send all communications to that place: if of importance, th ey should be sent in duplicate, one copy to El Paso.
On reaching San Antonio, should you find a train leaving which will
reach the Presidio del Norte on or before the 1st August, you will purchase and contract for the delivery, at Presidio, of three thousand ra;tions.
Should you be able to have these provisions delivered, you wi.11 notify
the .Secretary, and the necessity of sending to that p0int the supplies
reguired in my letter of 11th April will be obviated.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. H. EMORY,
Brevet Major U. S. A., Chief Astr. and Surveyor.
GEo. F.

BARTLETT,

Esq.,

iU. :S. Boundury Commission.

SAN

Drnoo,

CALIFORNIA,

April 16, 1852 .
. · ~rn.: Ail?w m . to e:xpr ss thanks for your prompt reply, a~d the

ikrnd ~terms m , hie~ rou hav been plea ed to deny my applicat10n for
fuo<l. ~c;~· ft r p ~rms 10n tor tum to Wahington. The arrival of the
ommi ioncr relieves me from pecuniary embarrassment.
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So long as my services may be deemed necessary to the boundary
commission I will cheerfully devote myself to the work, and use every
effi.>rt, appr~priate to my sphere of duty, to bring the survey to a satisfactory and speedy close.
. .
While awaiting here the rett:rn of the co:r:rirmss1~ner from ~an Francisco with supplies, my party 1s employed m makmg a dupl_1cate copy
of the notes and corn putations of the work between the lt10 Grande
and this place, and in plottin~ our notes of the_ survey of the boundary.
The danger is so great of their loss or dest:uct10n on our return_ thr?t1gh
an Indian country, across deserts and nvers, th_at I deem _1t of t~e
utmost importance to send to the department a duplicate by mail. This
I hope to accomplish by the next steamer.
I have the honor to remain, sir, very respectfully, your obedient
servant,

A. W. WHIPPLE,

Lieut. U. S. Top. EtJgineers.
Hon.

ALEX. H. H. STUART,
Secretary of the Interior, Washington, D. Q.

FRO;NTER:A, NEAR; E1t. p ASO,
April 20, 1852.
Sm: I wrote you by the Santa Fe mail of the state of tbings on the
boundary survey. Since · then having had an iuterview with lVIr.
Jacobs, the agent left here by the commissioner to furnish money for
the survey, and seeing no way to meet the demands which are pressing on the work and threaten to stop it, without violating existing orders,
which prevent any one but the commissioner from drawing on the appropriation, I avail myself of Mr. George F. Bartlett, United States
boundary commission, to ascertain if anything can be done to avert the
n ecessity, which must otherwise occur, of suspending the work, which
is in full and successful operation.
It is not necessary to send specie to this country: authority to draw
is sufficient. Should the Secretary see fit to send me letters of credit,
I desire them to be made in dupli<!ate-one copy to be sent to the Prcsi<lio del Norte, the other to this place.
·
· l send by Mr. Bartlett duplicate of a despatch sent by the Santa Fe
mail. With that I sent the copy of an order I propose.cl to issue. The
order actually issued, it will be seen, was slightly changed.
I have the honor to be your obedient servant,

.

W. H. EMORY,
Brevet Major, ~c. 4-'c.

Hon. A. H. H. STUART,
Secretary of the Interior.
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SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA,

April 30, 1852.

Sm: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of
the 18th February, addressed to me at this place, and enclosing two
copies of communications to me, dated, respectively, October 31 and
November 4, last. The originals having been sent to El Paso, have not
b een received.
The above copies brought to me the first intimation of the displeasure
of the department to my disagreement of the line of the southern boundary of New Mexico, as upon a parallel oflatitude of 32° 22 1 north.
Whatever may have been my errors of judgment as considered at
vVashington, in the interpretation of the treaty, I nevertheless simply
believed that I -was doing my duty. I must beg leave, respectfully,
however, to differ with the department in\charging to that cause a temporary smpension of the work connected with the Mexican boundary
survey, for the records of the joint commission show otherwise; and
that within t\venty-four hours after my arrival at the American commissioner's we were joined by General Conde, and planned and agreeJ
upon immediate operations in tl1e field, if not upon that line, upon other
parts of the survey.
Referring to the second communication, dated four days afterwards,
(4th of November,) wherein I am informed another is appointed the
"surveyor 'Under the 5th article : of the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo,"
it is seen that no opportunity was given-me to affix my signature to the
"requisit_e papers ," as requested by the department, thereby relieving
me of all responsibilit_y of the wrong position of the line, or to decline
doing the same.
I am pleased, however, to find that, by the first paragraph of this
latter communication, you do not attribute any want of" harmony, correct and expeditious prosecution of the survey," to the surveyor . .
Major Emory, of the topographical engineers, appointed the surveyor
in my place, b eing a long distani::e off, and deeming it more to the interest ,of the government for me not to form a party to cross the continent again, but to remain here, complete my notes, journal, maps, &c.,
putting tbem in proper order to turn over and forward them to Washington. In this the f.ull approval of the commissioner I have, and to
whom I will transfer property, &c. •
I have the honor to ibe, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. B. GRAY.
Hon. ALEX. H. H. STUART,
Secrcta.rv D epartment of the Interior, Washington City.

[~o.

37.J

MEXICAN

Bo

NDARY CoMMISSION,

San Diego, California, April 30, 1852.
•J IR : I
tecl long er this to ha ·e been on my journey back toward- th· Ilv, (iran<le, with th portion of the commission now here,
ut un· v id· le circum tance. have prevented an earlier departure.

-·re
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There was much delay at San Francisco in procuring or having made
the necessary articles of our camp equipage, to. replace th?se abandoned in coming across the desert, or worn out m
ser~1ce. But
under any circumstances we could not have left earlier, ov':1-?g to the
rains and the bad state of the roads, as well as the cond1t10n of our
animals, every one of which required months to recruit after the tedious
and painful service they had performed.
. ..
.
I shall be relieved from much care and respons1b1hty attend.mg my
long journey back by engaging the services of. Mr .. Leroux, the forn~er
guide of Colonel Cooke, and recently of Captam S1tgreaves, who, with
his men and twelve animals, will accompany us to El Paso, transporting a portion of our stores and camp equipage ... This arrangem~nt
saves me, besides, the expense of purchasmg adcht10nal mules, w h1ch
in this country are very high.
Mr. Gray received, a fow days since, a letter from the department
dated February 18, enclosing copies of others dated October 31 and
November 4, 1851, the former directing him to affix his sign:iture to the
agreement made by the joint commission establishing the initial point
on the Rio Grande at 32° 22', and the latter informing him of his removal. I am without any advices myself from the department of a later
_
.
date than July, 1851.
I requested Mr. Gray, on learning the contents of his letters; to affix
his signature to the agreement made by the joint commission, in reference to the initial point at 32° 22', and the line from that point to the
Gila. This. he declined doing, on the ground that he was no longer the
United States surveyor. I am in hopes yet to induce him to l'omply
with his directions.
Mr. Gray will transfer to me the few instruments and other property
in his possession, the former of which I will turn over to ~fajor Emory
on my arrival at El Paso. He is now engaged in putting his field-notes
and observations in a suitable shape for future use. These, when com-:
pleted, which will require some weeks, will be transmitted through the
department to me, to be retained at Washington till the return of the
commission.
I regret that I could not have been apprized of the determination of
the dep:irtment in reference to Mr. Gray immediately on my arrival
here in February, as I would at once have discharged the whole of his
. party, and thereby relieved the commission from a heavy expense.
I discharged many persons on my arrival; but as Mr. Gray intended
completing the survey of the Gila, and required a party for duty on the
Rio Grande, some assistants were retained, and when at San Francisco
a number of laborers were employed by him and sent down here.
These I have discharged, as well as two of his assistants, viz:

t?e

J. H. Prioleau, 1st assistant surveyor, salary._. _____ . $1,400 a year.
James S. Scott, instrument carrier __ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
456 "
I have allowed Mr. Prioleau his travelling expenses home. Mr.
Scott remains in the country.
In consequence of the desertious among the soldiers of the escort
under Col. Craig, which reduced his number to three privates and two
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non-commissioned officers, and the warlike state of the Yumas Indians
on that portion of the Gila yet to be surveyed, I deemed it prudent to
apply to General Hitchcock for more men, and accordingly made him
a visit at Benicia for the purpose. He readily complied with my request, and has directed Colonel Magruder, the commanding officer at
San Diego, and Major Heintzelman, the command_ing officer at Fort
Yuma, at the junction of the Gila. and Colorado rivers, to furnish me
with such a force as they may deem necessary to accompany the commission as far as the Pimos villages. From that point I anticipate no
difficulty in going through to El Paso with my own party.
It gives me great pleasure to state, .t~at notwithstanding the obstacles
placed in my way by stopping the survey of the line westward from
the Rio Grande, the ·particulars of which wt:re made known to th~
department, and which I feared would require the outfit of another
party, and weeks of labor to complete, the line has been, as far as all
practical purposes are concerned, completed.
When the party under Lieutenant ·whipple left me on the San Pedro,
near the terminus of the western extremity of the southern boundary of
New Mexico, to commence work on the Gila, he accompanied Mr.
Salazar, the Mexican surveyor and chief astronomer, to his camp at
the western terminus referred to. Here he took a series of observations
for latitude and longitude, with a view to determine approximately the
position of that important point, as well as for the purpose of verifying
the observations of Mr. Salazar. Since the arrival of Lieutenant Whipple at this place, he has reduced the observations then made, and finds
the result to be within a few feet (less than 100) of the point which an
actual admeasurcment of the earth's surface would give. The point
where the boundary line strikes the Gila he determined in the same
. manner.
Monuments must yet be placed upon a po;tion of it; and should it
be Jeemed advisable, as it probably will, to make the entire survey
with the minuteness with which the first half of it was done before the
withdrawal of Lieutenant Whipple from the line by Colonel Graham,
tho.t officer will be sent from El Paso for the purpose. We have already the topography of the country adjacent to the entire line, and of
the country to a consjderable distance to the south of it, which is not
yet laid <lown on any map.
On the arrival of the commission at this place I discharged all whose
services were not required, but those that remained immediately struck •
for higher wages, Pqual to those paid by the United States quartermaster's
department, which, for teamsters, herders, and cooks, was eighty dollars per month. As the services of these men were absolutely necessary for the preservation of our mules and horses, and for other purposes,
I was compelled to advance their pay while the commission remained
in California. It will be reduced to the former rates wh n we leave on
our return. Thi will account for the changes and of the various rates
of pay of many persons attache<l to the commission. I mention this in
o~der that the Fifth uclitor, in examining the pay-rolls transmitted to
him, may und r tand w by the rates of pay have been so often changed.
Ir. L r ux, , ho e name I have before mentioned, has agreed to be
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on

here in three days from this time. On his arrival, we shall set out
our return journey.
·with high respect, I have the honor to remain, your obedient servant,
JOHN R. BARTLETT, ·
Commissioner.
H on.

ALEX.

H. H.

STUART,

Secretary of the Interior, Washington.

F

ONTERA, NEAR EL

p ASO,

May 15, 1852.
S11:l :· I have the honor to inform you that, having completed all the
unfinished business in this vicinity of which I have any official knowledge, with the exception of about seven miles of survey, and being
under an engagement with the Mexican commission to meet at the
Presidio del Norte on the first August, and having to determine two
points in geographical position, .to wit: where the road to San Antonio
leaves the river, and some p·oint near Presidio del Norte, before that time,
I shall move from here on the 18th, down the river.
To enable me to do this, additional transportation was absolutely
necessary, and I instructed the quartermaster to buy fifty mules, which
he has done, under my advice, from James Magoffin, esq., at sixty
dollars per head, which is fifteen dollars less than the last government .
purchase made here, and may, therefore, be considered an advantageous purchase for the government. When the account is presented, I
shall give an order on the commissioner's agent for the amount.
These animals will not, however, afford sufficient traflsportation for
the public property and the persons accumulated here, and I shall
be obliged to send what may be left by some of the returning merchants' trains to San Antonio.
As I have before apprized you, I shall make provision for the completion of any unfinished work that may require attention west of. the
D el Norte, of which I can obtain no official information, except through
the commissioner.
Capt. Jiminez has got in from the Gila expedition, and the Mexican
commission have .finished all their work west of the river. We are,
however, at least two hundred miles ahead of them on this portion of
the survey-that of the Rio del Norte.
I have the honor to be your obedient servant,
W. H. EMORY,
Brevet .1.Yajor United States Army,
Chir:f Astronomer and Surveyor Boundary Commission.

Hon. A. H. H. STUART,
Secretary of the Interior.
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:MEXICAN BouNDARY CoMMISSION,

San Diego, California, May 17, 1852.
Srn: The importance of transmitting to the department the results
of the surveys of that portion of the boundary line between the United
States and Mexico, running along the river Gila, which have been performed by the party under charge of Lieutenant "\Vhipple, has induced
me to defer my departure for the Rio Grande for a few days.
The large number of valuable observations, astronomical, magnetic,
and meteorological, which have been made by Lieutenant Whipple and
his assistants in the prosecution of their labors, appeared to me too important to hazard across the continent, exposed to rains, to the dangers
of fording streams, and to other accidents liable to occur in such a journey. I therefore deemed it PWdent to transmit duplicates of all the
collections referred to, as well as to have constructed a complete map
of the line. To effect this, Lieutenai1t Whipple has been ~iligently occupied, together with his assistants and computers, since their arrival
in California, in reducing the astronomical observations made on the
line. This work, as will be seen hy the maps, tables and documents
transmitted, has been exceedingly labori~us ; and in order to make it
as complete as possible, I authorized Lieut. Whipple to employ Mr.
Henry Clayton, a very skilful and accurate draughtsman, to aid him in
the performance of the work.
It is necessary that the results of the astronomical observations and
the maps made by Lieutenant Whipple should be presented to the joint
commission, for its action and acceptance, before they are promulgated.
I have therefore to request that they may be place<l in a safe depository until the commission shall have closed its labors in the field.
It may be well to observe that Lieutenant Whipple had charge of the
astronomical and topographical portion of the survey. The following
is a list of th<:, documents forwarded:
Tables marked A give the original computations which led to the
establishment of the initial point at 32° 22', as agreed upon by the
joint commission. Tables B show results for latitude of Presidio de
San Elizario and Frontera from prime vertical observations. Tables
C give the determinations of longitud~ by lunar culminations observed
at tbe initial point, Frontera, and stations five and twelve, on the west
line-the difference of longitude between these places being obtained
by signal flashes and the results exhibited in tables D. The longitude
of the initial point thus obtained is 7 h. 7m. 10s., 320. The fieldbooks, books of astronomical, magnetic, and meteorological observations, are also transmitted, as well as a map of the whole line of the
Gila, as traced.
From Mr. A. B. Gray, who had charge of the linear surveys of this
line, I have received no report. I have, however, directed him to
forward a copy, when prepared, to the department, in like manner.
Mr. _G ray has given me two maps showing the manner in which his
portion of the work was performed, which will be found in the boxes
tran mjtt cl.
D :irous t~ obey the in tructions of the department, with ref; r nee
t the re uction of the commission to the lowest possible limit con-
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sistent with the duty to be performed, l have dischargedCaptain E.
Barry, assistant quartermaster, salary $720 a year, and J.C. Cremon:y,
interpreter, salary $1,000 a year, a:1d have all?wed them both their
travelling expenses home. Captarn Barry will take charge of the
maps and documents referred to and conv~y them to the department.
With hiah respect, I am your obedient servant,

JOHN R. BARTLETT,

b

Cornmissioner.

Hon.

ALEX.

H. H.

STUART,

Secretary of the Interior, Washington.

[To accompany despatch No. 38.]

List of notes, tables, sketches, (fC,, (fc., results ef the survey upon: the United
States and Mexican boundary, during the year 1851, transmitted to the
Department of the Interior at Washington-the work performed under the
direction of Lieutenant A. W. Whipple, assistant astronomer.
1. A rough sketch, showing approximately the southern and western
limits of New Mexico.
2. Trace of triangulation and topographical sketch from initial point,
on Rio Grande, to station 7.
3. Sketch of reconnaissance from Sugar Loaf, near the southern
boundary of New Mexico, by way of Salt Lake, to San Pedro Springs.
4. Sketch of reconnaissance from San Pedro Springs to Tucson,
returning by way of the valley of San Xavier and Santa Cruz.
5. Sketch of reconnaissance from Salt Lake, by Mr. Salazar's termination of tbe southern boundary of New Mexico, to station 1, on Rio
Gila.
6. Plot and topographical sketches of survey of the Rio Gila,
numbered from 1 to 51, and extending from the point where intersected by t~e western boundary of New Mexico to astronomi_c al
station No. 42, within about eighty miles from junction with the
Colorado.
7. Table A.-Determination of latitude of initial p~int by prime
vertical observ.ations.
8. Table B.-Latitudes of Frontera and Presidio de San Elizario, on
the Rio Grande, from prime vertical observations.
9. Table C.-Longitude from lunar culminations, observed at fourteen stations near the boundary.
10. Table D.-Differences of longitud~ by signal flashes.
11. Table E.-Results from magnetic inclination between _ Rio
~rande del Norte and the Pacific, by needles A, B, C, with Fox dipcrrcle.
,
12. Table F .-Results for time and longitude in. California.
13. Tables G, H, I, K, and L, contain observations for magnetic
declination, inclination, and intensity on southern boundary of New
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Mexico, and from Pimos villages to San Diego, San Francisco, and
Sacramento city.
14. Table M.-Position of observations for latitude in Caljfornia.
15. Book N.-Computed meridian transit observations from March
10 to October 12, 1851.
16. Book 0.-Computed meridian transit observations from October
13 to December 9, 1851.
·
17. Book P.-Computations for lunar culminations observed in 1851.
18. Book Q.-Meteorological observations from July 13, 1851, to
May 9, 1852.
19. Book R.-Notes of survey of Rio Gila from astronomical station No. 42, about eighty miles from the junction with the Colorado.
20. Book S.-Journal, containing astronomical and magnetic observations, with computations complete for latitude, longitude, and the
magnetic elements, from the Copper Mines, New Mexico, to station 30,
at the Pimos villages. It also contains that portion of the observations
used to determine the positions of the remaining astronomical stations,
from 30 to 42, included in the survey.

SAN ELIZARIO, TEXAS,

June 1, 1852.
Sm: It iJ, not known here whether you will return to El Paso or not;
but the weight of information, derived entirely from private sources,
seems to favor the belief that you will pass from San Diego to Washington, and rejoin the commission below here. In case, however, you
should return to El Paso, I write this letter to inform you briefly of
what I have done since my arrival here, and what I propose to do
until I have an interview with you.
.
On my arrival here my only official guide to action was your letter
to my predecessor, Lieutenant Colonel Graham, dated September 9,
1852, stating the action of the joint commission, and defining the duties
to be performed by the chief astronomer and surveyor on the side of
Mexico, and by my predecessor on the part of the United States.
A survey of the river had been commenced by Colonel Graham at the
initial point and prosecuted as far as the Paso del Norte, and an observatory partially erected at Frontera, and information gi~en me by Col.
Graham that Frontera, a cardinal point in the survey, had not yet been
_determined. I also found it necessary to rtsurvey the river down to
Frontera.
An elaborate set of astronomical observations have been made at
Frontera and San Elizario, the two points connected by flashes, and
the position of Fort Fillmore <let ermined; and with the exception of a
few 8;Stronomical determinations, to be made by me on my way down
t~e nver, the whole suryey is completed to the Presidio del Norte, a
chs~ance timated (following the meanderings of the river) from three
to fiv hundred miles.
~n a :tr nomic;al and one surveying party was also sent to Eagle
Pa , on the 2 th of December last, under Lieutenant l\1ichler; and
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his official report, dated April 29, informs that by the time of receiving
his report, the survey will be completed to .Loredo. If so, considerably more than one-third of the survey of the river is accomplished;
and if sustained and supported, I have no doubt of closing the survey
by the 4th of March, 1853.
1n connexion with this subject I have earnestly to call your attention
to the necessity of some change in the fiscal business of the commission, by which the chiefs of parties in the field may be supplied with
money for necessary wants and to enable them to discharge unworthy
and unservjceable men.
I have to inform you that, to enable me to accomplish this large
amount of work, it was necessary to change the heads of surveying
parties; indeed, it was necessary to do so to accomplish anything. I
have also . been obliged, in your absence, to take upon myself the responsibilities-all of which will be laid before you when we meet, and
all of which I am satisfied will meet your entire concurrence.
Having accomplished all the work here over, which I have any control or authority, and our provisions running low, I shall proceed to the
Presidio del Norte, where I have an engagement to meet Mr. Salazar
on the 1st August, and before which time it will be necessary for me to
determine the latitude and longitude of that place.
There is much stuff, of no use to the commission, which, upon the
recommendation of a board of survey, I have ordered, with some reservations, turned over, as recommended, to be sold at public sale. I
send you a copy of the proceedings of the board; and should you at
any tim<! desire to re.claim the property, or any portion, turned over to
Captain Bowman, it can be done on your order. If not claimed, I
have no doubt the quart~rmaster's department of the army will repay
the commission for everything on the list appropriated to the use of the
army. Everything else, except the property left with Mr.Jacobs, and
principal assistant Charles Ra<lziminski and assistant Lawson, will be
taken by me to the Presidio del Norte, or sent by one of the returning
merchant trains to be put in depot at Leona.
I consider it of the last importance to the economy and well-being
of the commirnion, now that all the work is finished in this vicinity,
that the whole commission should move from the vicinity of El Paso,
where it has been for so long a time, and I would like to send all down
to the depot at Leona. But I leave Mr. Jacobs here, for the obvious
reason that he is specially under ·your orders; and it is necessary for
some authorized agent to be left behind to pay the accumulated debts
of the commission.
I leave principal ·a ssistant Radzirriinski and the officers of his party
and instruments, to a":ait instructions in reference to any unfinished
work that may have to be done west of the del Norte. I have _no data
in my possession, written or verbal, to show, at this time, what is
finished and what is unfinished west of the del Norte, except the newsEaper p_aragrapbs, and can, therefore, only give hypothetical instruct10ns to .Mr. Radziminski, which may be modified to suit the exigencies
of the case. -Should you come here in my absence, or should I meet
you down the river, bis instructions will be redraughted from your
suggestions. In the mean time he and his party must remain idle.
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He cannot move west without an escort of a company of troops, and
,~ithout money-five or ten thousand dollars. He can buy his provisions at Fort Fillmore at a much cheaper rate than can be transferred
to him from the States. I have left him all the instruments and other
property necessary to enable him to perform the duties which may be
unfinished, and provided him for any contingencies that may happen.
This same party can, at the same time it completes any unfinished portion of the survey, erect the monuments that may be directed by the
joint commission; and as you will probably order the monuments from
the States, the wagons which I take down can be used to •bring them
to the line, as I hope by that time to have carried the survey down to
that part of the river where boats alone may be used.
I cannot close this letter without stating to you, in the strongest
terms, the necessity of my being supplied, at the earliest day possible,
with funds. The men have none of them been paid since July last,
and are in a deplorable condition for the want of the necessaries of life,
and subjected to have their paper shaved in the purchase of clothing,
&c., from the merchants, which it is not reasonable to expect them to
endure. Indeed, unless relieved by the time of reaching the Presidio
del Norte, or Leona, it will not be possible to hold together the surveying parties. Should you not be able to furnish me with funds, I earnestly
invite your attention to the necessity of devising means-by certifying
the accounts of the m en, or otherwise-to quiet apprehensions and insure ultimate p :iyment by the government, ancl thus arrest the disagreeable scenes that must inevitably occur on the work, if things are
allowed to proceed much longer without some satisfaction given to the
men who have worked honestly and faithfully, and exposed themselves
freely in a h03tile Indian country, in the discharge of their duties.
Previous despatches will have informed you of my expedition, soon
after getting here, to j oin your camp, and the reason. why it was
abandoned and a small party sent to seek you; and will also put you
in possession of my esttmate of funds required for the surveys assigned
to the chief astronomer and surveyors on each side.
I have to in form you that, in pursuance of authority vested in me,
in your absence, by letter from the D epartment of the Interior, dated
April 8, 1852, I have, upon his application, relieved Lieutenant O. H.
Tillinghast from the duty of quartermaster and commis.sary to the
boundary commission, and appointed T. W. Tansill, esq., senior clerk
and agent of the department, to act in his place.
Upon his own application to the Secretary of the Interior, approved
by me, Second Lieutenant W. F. Smith, corps topographical engineers,
has been relieved from duty with this commission.
Mr. Salazar, the Mexican astronomer and surveyor, who is also commi sioner, has agreed to meet me at the Presidio de] Norte, on the first
of Augu t, to sign the maps down to tbat point, and m::tke fin ·1l arrang ments for the completion of the work below. He is now in· Chihuahua, where he h s been for the last month.
I have cau cd to be abandoned the ranche at Frontera, which wa
held at a high r nt, and directed the public buildings at San Elizario
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to be used for the purposes of the commission, thus securing the government against this prolific source of expenditure.
I have the honor to be your obedient seryant,
W. H. EMORY,
Brevet Major, q,t., Chief Astronomer M. C.
JoHN R.

Esq.,
U. S. Commissioner.

BAiTLET'l',

IN

MucHo,
June 7, 1$52.
Sm: It becomes my unexpected and painful duty to announce to you
the sudden death by .violence of Brevet Lieutenant Colonel L. S. Craig,
commander of the boundary line escort, who was inhumanly shot by
two deserters from Camp Yuma on the morning of the 6th instant.
The principal facts immediately connected with this sad occurrence
are the following:
On the morning of the 5th instant, Lieutenant T. W. Sweeney came
into our camp at Sackett's Wells, being in pursuit of deserters from the
post situated at the junction of the rivers Gila and Colom do.
On breaking up camp in the evening to make our usual night march,
in order to avoid the excessive heat of the season, Lieutenant Sweeney
proceeded westward for the military station at Vallicito, and we proceeded eastward over the desert on our route for the Gila. Lieutenant
Sweeney, on parting, observed that we might perhaps fall in with the
deserters, as he supposed them to be still in his rear. Colonel Craig
replied, if met he should endeavor to apprehend them.
The Colonel usually, on starting from and arriving at an encamping
ground, was in advance somewhat of the commission. On the present
occasion, from some unknown cause, _his wagons were behind. For a
short time, as you may remember, he rode by-the side of your carretilla,
evidently in fine spirits, and conversing on various topics suggested by
the appearance of the country through which we were passing; he
then foll to the rear, to notice how the train was progressing. This was
the last I saw of him during life.
We continued travelling through the night, it being necessary from
the destitution of water on the route, and the consequent liability to
suffering on the part both of the men and animal.s, to proceed as expeditiously as possible as far as Captain Davidson's Wells, at the Alamo
Mucho, (distant from 40 to 50 miles,) which we reached at seven
o'clock on the morning of the 6th instant. Being much worn down by
sickness and want of sleep, I stretched myself out under a covert of
bushes to recruit a little. Shortly after, Sergeant Quin rode up, laboring under much excitement and agitation, inquired for me, and stated
that the deserters had been met, and that tpey had either killed or se- ,
verely wounded Colonel Craig.
It appears that the deserters were seen by Colonel Craig's party
early on the morning of the 6th, when the Colonel called on them
CA1'v.IP AT ALAMO
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to surrencler, advising them who he was. This they refuse<l to do,
and moved onward. The Colonel followed, expostulating with them.
They stated that they would never return to Fort Yuma; that they
were well armed, knew how to use their arms, and would shoot any
one who attempted to arrest them. After an offer, if they would
peaceably surrender, to use his efforts to have them transferred to his
own or some other command, and further ineffectual expostulations,
the Colonel ordered Sergeant Quin, of his own command, and Sergeant Bale, who was in command of the six soldiers detailed by
Colonel Magruder to accompany the commission as far as Fort Yuma,
to join him and follow after the deserters; the train in the mean time
moving onward. The Colonel and two sergeants, all mounted, proceeded after the deserters, who, though on foot, were moving off at
a brisk pace. After going about five miles-the Cglonel all the
while endeavoring by conciliatory measures and mild language to
induce them to return with him-they stopped, one of them drank the
last remaining drop of water in his canteen, threw it upon the ground,
and declared that he would not proceed a step further in this manner,
but that he would either kill, or be killed by, his pursuers.
Upon their stopping, the Colonel dismounted, put a de ~is ~evolver
and sword, and, thus unarmed, advanced towards them, evmcmg that
he had ne: ther a design nor desire to resort to coercive or violent measures, and remarking to them that he was as prepared then and there,
as he could be at any time elsewhere, to sacrifice his life if they were
resolved to take it. At this juncture the Colonel's mule unfortunately
strayed off, and he ordered Sergeant Quin to go for it.
Soon after the sergeant left he heard a discharge of arms, and on
turning he saw the Colonel fall and noticed that Sergeant Bale was
missing. The desP-rters then made after him, intercepted his return to
the Colonel, and discharged several shots at him, none of which took
effect upon him; but one, he supposes, wounded the Colonel's mule,
which he suffered to escape. Presuming that the Colonel and Sergeant B. were both overpowered, he thought it advisable, having
eluded his pursuers, to push on to our camp, which he accordingly did.
He conjectured the scene of the murderous attack was about 300 yards
beyond or west of New River Crossing, and about 100 yards south
of the road.
Upon this information, as surgeon to the escort, and as a friend to
Colonel Craig, for whom I entertained a high respect on account of his
military promptness and efficiency, and the humane feelings and sympathy I had repeated occasions of seeing him manifest for his men when
sick or injured, I deemed it my duty to go out and search for him, although distant frorrf the scene of action at least 25 or 30 miles. I
therefore took charge of the ambulance which you caused to be prepared for the occasion, and was accompanied by the individuals detailed
for the purpo e, including Corporal A}1en, my hospital stewar<l, and
Harcl1. on, the C lonel's faithfol attendant, who had been with him for
fifteen year pa t. Lieut~nant Whipple, as a particular friend of the
Colonel':· xprc ed a desire to go, and it afforded me much satisfaction
t ha~ ~he comp, ny fag ntleman ·so well qualified to afford important aid m a ca e of emergency.
J
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We left camp about one o'clock p. m., but did not reach th~ supposed
vicinity of the scene of action until nearly ten o'clock, owmg to the
extreme heaviness of the road, and the wearied condition of the animals,
who, when harnes·s ed for the expedition, had bnt just come in from a
40-mile march, and had been allowed no time for rest or feed. We
proceeded a mile or more beyond the New River Crossing, and there,
as the moon was not up, we granted ourselves one hour's rest, which,
short as the period was, proved quite acceptable to those of us who had
suffered for several days past for the want of rest.
An express from Fort Yuma, on the way to San Diego, overtook us
near here, which afforded me an opportunity to send intelligence to that
-place, Vallecito, San Isabel, &c., relative to the probable fate of Col.
C., in order that -suitable measures might be taken to apprehend the
deserters, should they present themselves there. As the great object
had in view ·by these men was to avoid being seized and taken back,
I thought there was a possibility that they might have inflicted no more
serious injury on the Colonel and Sergeant than would be necessary to
prevent their continuing the pursuit-e. g., the fract1.1re of a leg. I therefore intended, after an examination of this vicinity, to proceed back as
far as Sackett's Wells, (some 10 or 12 miles further west,) supposing,
as that is the nearest point to water, they would very likely endeavor
to reach the spot to allay excessive thirst. As the express kindly
promised to visit the Wells and make suitable explorations there, I concluded to make, if necessary, a more thorough and minute search here,
than could otherwise be dune.
The moment the moon rose, we commenced our examination. The
course pursued was to form a line of men stretching from the road,
southward, or to the side the individuals were known to have gone,
placing the persons at such distances from each other that the whole
intervening space could be carefully observed. Wherever animal tracks
were seen, they were critically examined; and if we remained in doubt
about them; or there was reason for supposing they might be those of
which we were in quest, we followed the trail until we became satisfied
in regard to it. After pursuing this plan in several instances and for
some time, and over much space, we detected hoof-marks, (both of
horse and mule) which we felt quite satisfied were made by the animals
whose course we were endeavoring to trace. Following the windings
and turnings of these awhile, the Colonel's loose riding-coat was picked
up; some time afterwards, his hat; and at length, about one mile off
from the road, his corpse was discovered extended on the ground, and
carefully covered over with a blanket. Upon examination, I found that
he had been shot in tlie. abdomen, the ball entering upon the left side,
about midway between the. groin and umbilicus, coursing along, among,
and through a portion of the intestines, and passing out through the
upper and exterior part of the thigh.
The musket had been loaded with buck and ball cartridge; and
whilst the ball caused the internal mischief, the buck-shot and cartridge
tore away the upper part of the pantaloons and other clothing, and ..
ripped open the abdomen, so that a considerable portion of the bowels
protruded from the wound. The scene was a saJ and sickening one,
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and produced a strong sensation upon all present, and particularly tbe
Colonel's body servant.
It was evident from appearances that the Colonel did not long survive
the wound inflicted, nor experience much, if any, severe suflering.
The ground around was as undisturbed as though he had quietly
laid himself down to rest, and composedly gone to sleep. This must
prove a source of consolation to his friends and relatives. Had he
lingered along in the exposed situation where he was, there being
neither tree nor shrub to afford shelter, his sufferings, as the sun got
high in the heavens, would have been extreme, independent of what
he might have undergone from the wound.
Not many feet distant we saw the dead body of Sergeant Bale's horse,
which had been perforated by a musket-ball. The Sergeant was nowhere to be found. I became satisfied that he had left the ground,
probably without being mortally wounded. He had evidently, previous to his departure, taken his own blanket from the saddle, and with
it covered the remains of the Colonel, for-men who would brutally mur
der a fellow-being, it was riot for a moment to be presumed, would have
the slightest regard for the appearance or protection of the mutilated relics.
The corpse I caused to be carefully rolled up and placed in the ambulance, and at three o'clock on the morning of the 7th we mournfully
commenced our return march. This was excessively fatiguing, inasmuch a s in the course of the day w e were exposed to a heat of 112°
Fahrenheit, surrounded by dense clouds of dust, and enveloped in an
atmosphere tainted by the decomposition which was rapidly going on.
Our supply of w ater w as very limited; so that hours before getting in,
I dealt out to the men the last half-tumblerful which I could allow them,
and to the mules the last quart each. After much anxiety lest our
team should untimely give out, of which there were repeated strong indications, w e, much to our relief, reached once more the encampment
at Alamo Mucha.
After proceeding about ten miles on our way back, we noticed ahead
of us a m an reclining by the road-side, and on reaching him, much to
my satisfaction, he proved to be the missing sergeant. From him I
learned the following additional particulars:
When he j oined the Colonel, he· w as told the purpose for which he
was summoned; a nd upon some inquiry being addressed to him, he
stated that whilst ready to obey orders, from his knowledge of the desperate character of the deserters, he was confident they would not be
taken without blootlshed. H owever, as already observed, the C olonel's
feelings of kindness outweighed all apprehension of danger, if he entertained any, and overb alanced all regard for self-protection. H aving
completely disarmed himself, and lessened his security still further by
sending his sergeant fo r the stray mule, one of the deserters (Corporal
~ ay ) said to th~ oLh~r, (private Condon,) "Now is our chance, as there
1~ only a man ap1 ce ; ' whereupon they levelle<l their muskets, took de~berate _aim, _and fired. H ays, who shot the Colonel, w as within five
fee;-,oflnm ; his mu ket contained an extra charge of buck-shot.
I hc huck-.:h t fro Condon' mu k t passed through the calf of Serg nnt _a~ '· l g : the _b~ll at the s?-me ti me pierced the body of the
hor c 1nc:h he was n<lmg. H e discharged two or three shots from
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the Colonel's revolver, but the prancing of the animal, under the ':vound
received, prevented true aim being taken .. The horse_ almost immediately fell, and before the Sergeant could disentangle himself from the
trappings, the deser_ters ca1:1gb! _hold of ~i:11 an~ ;':renched a~a~ the
revolver; but promised to rnfl1ct no add1t10nal rnJury upon him 1f he
would remain quiet, whicfl, mid·e r existing circumstances, he very
properly enaaged to do. He asked them to allow him to go to the
Colonel, to ~hich they did not oqject. They inquired if the Colonel
had not some brandy with him. He replied, probably not, the Colonel
not being a drinking mi=m. However, they went to the body ere life
had left it, and searched, and probably rifled, the pockets, as some small
articles known to have belonged t? the Colonel have not since been
found.
' They then turned in pursuit of Sergeant Quin, discharging several
shots at him; their object probably being to obtain the two mules.
Quin, as already remarked, effected his escape with his own animal;
but they secured the Colonel's, both mounted it, and made directly for
the mountains
The Colonel survived his wound about ten minutes, but neither
uttered a won.I nor took notice of anything. The murder took place
about 8·o'clock. Sergeant Bale remained by the corpse an hour or
more, naturally supposing that some one of the party or train they had
rn recently left would return. Being disappointed in this particular,
and the sun's heat becoming oppressive, he covered the body as well
as his means would allow, and left, taking with him his ovvn arms, .
which the deserters did not see, they being covered by the horse in falling, and also the Colonel's sword; these he was afterwards obliged to
leave, but secreted them in such a manner that they can be hereafter
recovered. He endeavored to strike for the road; but being somewhat
bewildered, he missed the true direction and wandered about without
food or drink until the next morning, when he was picked up by us.
His thirst was excessive, and the necessity of alleviating this was one
reason for my placing the party on the very short allowance that I did.
It ,vas my intention to make _a minute post mortem examination of
the body, but I found that decomposition had too rapidly progressed to
enable me to do anything that would prove satisfactory.
My object in bringing the corpse to camp was in order, if possible,
to have it conveyed to Fort Yuma for burial with military honors, but
under existing circumstances I considered it imperative on me to advise
an interment before leaving Alamo Mucho. As the funeral ceremonies
took place under your immediate supervision, it is unnecessary for me
to furnish a detail of the proceedinO's. I will merely state that for the
more ready identification of the spof where the remains were deposited,
as the intention is to have them at some future period exhumed and
carried to San Diego, thence to be transported whithersoever his family
may desire, a wooden cross was erected at the head of the grave,
whereon was inscribed," Bvt. Lt. Col. L. S. Craig, U.S. A.; died June
6, 1852."
I have thus given the essential particulars of this sad occurrence; not,
to be sure, in the clear, concise, and methodical manner that to me
would be desirable, for the fatigue under which I have unavoidably lag
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bored, and the numP,rous and varied calls upon my time and attention,
have been such as to prevent my writing in other than a loose and
hasty, though I trust an intelligible, style.
Sympathising with the relatives and numerous friends of the deceased
at their sad bereavement, and regretting that the army should be in such
an abrupt and unjustifiable manner deprived of the valuable services of
so excellent a disciplinarian and efficient and humane officer, at a time
when, in~an especial mnnner, the precept and example of such are so
essentially necessary, it must be gratifying to all that he died as a good
and brave soldier will always desire to-at his post, faithfully discharging his duty.
I remain, very respectfully, yours,

THOMAS H. WEBB,
One of the Physicians to the Boundary Commission,
and Acting Assistant Surgeon U. S. Army.

Hon.

JoHN

R. BARTLETT,
Comm-issioner, 4'c.,

4'c.

\VASHINGTON, . D.

c.,

June 10, 1852.
SIR: In compliance with your instructions of May 25, I have the
honor to state that I have closed up the work with which I have been
charged, connected with the commission to run the boundary between
the United States and Mexico.
The maps and notes, a catalogue of which is herewith enclosed,
have been securely boxed, and are now ready to be delivered to the
department. The notes being mostly in duplicate, have been placed in
separate boxes, in order that they may be deposited in different buildings, which will add to their security by diminishing the risk of loss by
fire. They are all addressed to Major W. H. Emory, who had charge
of this portion of the work, and I request, therefore, that they be delivered only to him in person or upon his written order.
The furniture of the office, consisting of three desks, two drawing
tables, drawing instruments and inkstands, four chairs, five windowblinds, carpet and matting, wash . . stand and bowl, will also be turned
over to whoever may be designated to receive the same.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

EDM'D L.

F. HARDCASTLE,
Brevet Captain U. S. Army.

Hon.

ALEX,

H. H.

STUART,

Secretary of the Interior.
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In, box No. 3, marked "Major W. H. Emory, United States Topographical
Ena-ineers; maps and sketches of b01tndary between the United 8tates and
Me°xico, under the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, from junction rf Gila
and Colorado rivers to Pacific coast."

Lithograph map of New San Diego.
Duplicate of the above.
Plan of Gila city, (colored manuscript.)
,·
Plans du Port de San Diego et de San Blas, (engraving.)
Cote Nord Ou est de l' A merique-V ancouver-( engraving.)
West coast of North America-Dulce to San Diego-(engraving.)
Plans A and B-Gray's map of Mexican boundary from Pacific to
j unction of Gila and Colorado-(signed by commissioners.)
Southern part of port of San Diego, &c., (original by Gray.)
Duplicate lithograph copy of the above.
Sheets Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, f>, and 6, of original sketches of topography on
Mexican boundary from initial point, on Pacific, towards junction of ·
Gila and Colorado.
Tracing of topography of Mexican boundary from junction of Gila
and Colorado westwardly. Duplicate tracing of the above.
Duplicate of the above, (on two sheets drawing paper.)
Seven sheets (on protractor paper) containing miscellaneous sketches
of topography on or near Mexican boundary line.
Four sheets, drawings of monuments.
Four tracings of monuments.
Tracing sketch of Colorado river from junction with Gila to themouth of the Colorado.
Tracing from a map by Lieutenant Derby of the Colorado river from
the junction with the Gila to the mouth of Colorado. (This map is
wrong-see note on map.)
Small general sketch, by Lieutenant Couts, from the junction of Gila;
and Colorado to the Pacific, (on yellow paper.)
Thirteen small miscellaneous sketches of topography on or near Mex-:
ican boundary line. Sketch view of outline of Tecate mountain, anµ
sketch view of scenery at crossing of Colorado, (near Fort Defiance.)
Letter respecting Colorado river, ·b y J. L. Leconte.
Map of reconnaissance from junction of Gila and Colorado rjvers· to
..
San Diego, (from original notes of Captain Hardcastle.)
Sheet containing preliminary rough sketch for the above.
Plans de la Rade de Bornes et du lVIonillage de Cavallare._ (Engraving belonging to Topographical Bureau.)
Preliminary sketch-map for No. 3 sheet, Mexican boundary line.
(By Preuss.)
..
Sheet No. 1 (of first or " rough" set) Mexican boundary line, from
·
initial point on Pacific, eastwardly, (finished.)
Sheet No. 2 (of ditto)
do.
do. (very- incomplete.)
Sheet No. 3 (of ditto)
do.
do. (in a very advanced state.)
Sheet No. 4 (of ditto)
do.
do. (projected and commenced.)
Junction sheet (of ditto) Mexican boundary line, from the junction
of Gila and Colorado, westwardly, (finished.)
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Sheet No. 1 (of" finished" set) Mexican boundary line, from initial
point on Pacific, eastwardly, (commenced.)
Sheet No. 2 (of ditto)
do.
do. (nearly completed.)
Sheet No. 3 (of ditto)
do.
do. (merely projected.)
Sheet No. 4 (of ditto)
do.
do. (merely projected.)
Rough sheet of the whole of Mexican boundary line, from the Pacific
to the Gila, with vicinity, in pencil, unfinished.
Sheet for general map (finished set) of whole line, Pacific to Rio
Gila, (merely projected.)
.
Three sheets of blank backed paper, not fit for fimshed work.
Paper containing list of corrected latitude and longitude, &c., on the
Mexican boundary, between the Pacific and Rio Gila.
EDM'D L. F. HARDCASTLE,
Brevet Captain U. S. Army.
WASHINGTON, D. C., June 8, 1852.

ELIZARIO, June 10, 1852.
Sm : I have the satisfartion to report to you that all the astronomical determinations on this division of the boundary sur~ey are completed, and that the survey itself was completed on the 15th May to tlie
Presidio clel Norte, a distance, measured by the windings of the river, of
from three to five hundred miles, and that a large division of the work,
beginning at Eagle Pass, has also been completed. The officer in
. charge of that section of the work informs me he had got as far down
as Loredo, and would soon be at Ringgold barracks.
I am now on my way to the Presidio del Norte, to make the necessary
astronomical observations at that point, an<l to refit the _party which
is to finish the difficult piece of work lying between that point and Eagle Pass. I am detained here a few days, transferring property and
recording and certifying the debts of the commission, so that no complication of accounts shall ensue or false debts be raised against the
commission on our account.
. I have the honor to enclose you the report of the officer (M. Von Rippel) who is in charge of the surveying party operating below the Presidio del Norte, to show you the difficulties under which we labor for
the want of the proper organization of our fiscal concerns, and the ju ~tness of the change recommended by me. I have also the honor to enclose you the copy of a communication, which I Jeave at El Paso for the
commissioner, should he pass this way; but as I have now given up all
~opes of meeting him for some time, I beg to call your attention particularly to this report, by which you will obtain a general view of my
operations and the pres--ing wants of the commission.
It will be seen by thi~ report that I have reduced every expenditure
to the low~ t point,_ and made arrangements for leaving here to meet
cv ·r: po ="~ble contm<ren y.
~-~iav' ch~c?ar(T _d all the m n of the parties that will be left here to
rm c1~ th ac·t10n of th com mi ~ioner. In addition to the neces"ity of
lc·l
· · 1n· b hmd
· for the purpose of closing any busrne
· s
' ' H rr . . Ir · Itacl zunm
SAN
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that may be found unfinished after an interview with the commissioner,
I also deem it necessary, although at inconvenience to the $urvey, to
leave behind some recognised agent of the department as a guarantee to
the citizens here, who have liberally and patriotically furnished us with
supplies, that the debts due them will not be neglected.
In a previous 'despatch I informed you o~ our want of a~1:1s. Through
the kindness of Colonel Sumner, commandmg the 9th rmhtary department, I have this moment received forty rifles and the necessary ammunition-sufficient for the use of the commission.
I have the ·honor to be your obedient servant,
W. H. EMORY,
·
Brevet Major U. S. A., Chief Astronomer and Surveyor,
U. S. Boundary Commission.
Hon. A.H. H. STUART,
Secretary of the Il/,terior.

NoRTE,
May 15, 1852.
Sm: The forlorn condition in which I find myself aml. the party
under my charge, compels me to send to you without delay an express
of only three men, (whatever may be the risk to which they will be
exposed,) in order that you may be informed as soon as possible of my
situation, and afford me the means for improving the same.
After uninterrupted and continued labor from my camp below the
San Antonio road-and the survey of the Hio Grande, notwithstanding
the many natural obstacles, having been up to this point completed-I
find myself one hundred and fifty miles from any place where I could
procure one of the many articles necessary fur the immediate use of
myself and party, such as boots and shoes, and, in fact, almost every
arti~le of clothing, they having been worn out in the arduous duties in
which we have been engaged, and our original stock having been
necessarily small, from a lack of money and transportation.
I am exceedingly disappointed in findina that no money has been sent
to this point for my use; and I am comp~lled, for the want of a very
sma11 sum, to retain in my camp three of the Mexican packers, recommended by Mr. Magoffin, who have already proved themselves thieves,
and of whom I should rid myself immediately, and thus save both
their pay and rations, as well as the danger of further depredations
upon us by stealing our mules, had I the means of paying th8m off.
This is a source of great trouble with me, as you can readily conceive; and I know not well how to guard the government property in
my charge, near a town filled with a starving population, many ·of
whom are represented as the most expert horse thieves jn Mexico, and
at the same time, from want of money, be obliged to keep in my
own camp those who will endeavor to yield them every assistance in
stealing our mules. Under the existing circumstances, if I should be
so unfortunate, notwithstanding my best endeavors, as to lose any of
CAMP NEAR PRESIDIO DEL
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the government property, I shall feel that no blame can be justly
attributed to me.
Wjth regard to continuing the survey at present beyond this point, it
will be impossible. The trail over which the pack-mules have come,
in many places so impracticable as to result in the overturning of the
mules and landing them in the valley below, although it has not caused
the death of any of the mules, has been the means of breaking much
· Jf the mess furniture, cooking utensils, and camp tools; and on my
arrival here I find that Mr. Spencer has nothing but our mer~ subsistence; and the purchase of any article here, with the exception of
muscal, is impossible.
·
·
We find that the flour brought by Mr. Spencer to Presidio del Norte
is almost unfit for use. It cannot be purchased at any price.
The importance of affording you the earliest possible means of
, knowing the situation of myself and party, as well a~ acquaintin_g you
before your departure from Frontera of the 11·ecess1ty of trusting to
your own and the government resources for every article of necessity
or comfort for yourself and those who may accompany you, induces
me to hasten the express, and compels me to delay the quarterly
returns and reports called for by your orders dated December 24 and
January 8, respectively.
I would. respectfully recommend that, by the return express, such
articles as can be most easily carried and are necessary sho~1ld be
.sent by the bearer of this letter, or that he may be furnished with the
-money to purchase the same, antl thus save the men from paying the
one hundred per cent. extra charge to which they have heretofore been
,subjected.
I am, very respectfully, your obeclitnt servant,
M. VON RIPPEL,
Assistant U. S. Boundary Survey.

Major W. H.

EMORY,

Chief Astr. and H ead of Scien. Corps, U. S. cy- M. B. S.

[No. 39.J

MEXICAN BouNDARY CoMMrssrnN,

Camp Yuma, Colorado River, June 11, 1862.
Sm: I have the honor to report the arrival of that portion of the
boundary commission charged with the survey of the River Gila at
this place from San Diego. The march has been attended with some
accidents to our wagons and mules, owing to the bad condition of the
road and difficulties of crossing the desert. It has also been attende<l
w~th a sad and afflicting calamity, which has cast a gloom over allthis is, the death of Brevet Lieutenant Colonel Craio-, the excellent and
effi.ci nt _commander of thee cort, which took pla~e on the 6th in~t.,
when m1~\va r _across the great desert. As all the circumstance connected "'-'1th t~1. melancholy event will be interesting to the department
an to th fn nd of a brave and distinauished
officer, I here relate
0
th ,m a::: · ·t forth in my journal.
n th Gt of June, \: hen encamped on the desert between the
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Colorado and the settlements, Lieutenant Sweeney met us from Camp
Yuma. He informed me that he was in pursuit of two deserters, who
were doubtless still on the desert. vVe left camp at 7 o'clock p. m.,
being compelled to travel at night in consequence of the excessive
heat of the day. I left in advance, as usual, as soon as the wagons
were ready, Colonel Craig riding at my side for an hour and a half,
when, the road becoming very heavy, and the wagons in consequence
making but slow progress, the Colonel left _m~ an~ _fell back. D ur~ng
the night various gentlemen of the comm1ss10n JOmed me, reportmg
how the train progres~ed. This was to be our longest march without
stopping, it being about fifty miles to the next well on the desert, which
it was necessary to reach as early as possible. I accordingly pushed
on in company with the pack-mules, whose speed was much greater
than that of the wagons, and reached the well at Alamo Mucho at 7
o'clock, having been just twelve hours on the march.
Two hours after my arrival with the pack-mules, others of the party
came in, and among them Mr. Malcolm Seaton, who reported to me
that about break of day the party had fallen in with the two deserters
of whom Lieutenant 8weeney was in pursuit; that Colonel Craig,
having at once r~cognisecl them .by their dress and muskets, spoke to
them and asked where they W€re going. They replied, to Vallecito. The Colonel told them he knew that they were deserters from
Camp Yuma, and advised them to return with. him. They parleyed
awhile, when they told the Colonel that they would not return; that
they were desperate, and would shoot any one who attempted to arrest
them. The Colonel then called for Sergeant Quin, of his commarnl,
and Sergeant Bale, the non-commissioned officer jn command of the
six men furnished me by Colonel Magruder, who, with the other soldiers, were with the wagons. Mr. Seaton then left, and came on with
the train, under the impression that Colonel Craig did not wish for
more aid, and that he could by persuasion induce the men referred to
to return. There were eight privates, in addition to the non-commissioned officers, on whom he could have called had he deemed their aid
and presence necessary.
About an hour after, Sergeant Quin rode into camp in a state of
great excitement, and related the following particulars. That he and
Sergeant Bale left the train accordino- to Colonel Craig's orders, anJ
joined him in pursuit of the two dese~ters. That they soon came up
with them, when the latter stopped and said they would go no further;
that they must settle the business there. Colonel Craig a.gain expostulated with them, and used the most persuasive language to induce them
to surrender themselves and return with him to Camp Yuma. They said
that they would not return to. that post. The Colonel then told them
if they could not live there, he would endeavor to have them assigned to
his command, if they would quietly return. He then dismounted from
his mule and handed his six-shooter to Sergeant Bale, at the same time
throwing off his sabre. Thus disarmed, he approached the deserters,
telling them who he was, showing them that he had disarmed himself,
and intended taking no violent measures towards them. He still believed that when he pictured to them the difficulties before them in
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crossing the desert, and by using mild and persuasive measures, he
could prevail on them to return with him.
At this moment his mule,. being without his rider, moved off, when
the Colonel directed Sergeant Quin to stop him. The Sergeant did so,
and thereby separated himself by a few rods from the Colonel and the
other sergeant. He now heard the discharges of muskets; and looking
around, saw Colonel Craig fall. The next moment he saw Sergeant
Bale rapidly discharging his six-shooter at 1he deserters, his horse at
the same time prancing apout and raising a dust. He immediately
ran towards Colonel Craig; but before reaching him, received the fire
of the deserters himsel£ He could then see nothing of either Sergeant
Bale or his horse. Believing them to have been disabled or killed, and
the deserters having fired four shots at him, he made his way off as
fast as possible to my camp, at the well of Alamo Mucha, in advance of
the wagons.
Immediately on the arrival of the wagons, I discharged the-ambulance
and prepared it to return with a party in search of Colonel Craig and
the missing sergeant, and placed it under the charge of Dr. Thos. H.
Webb-Lieutenant Whipple and others accompanying him. Bedding,
clothing, water and provisions, were placed in the ambulance .
.Although we were in the midst of the desert, unprotected by a tree
or shrub, without food for our animals, save a very little corn, (the last
of which we then distributed,) and with a broiling sun pouring down
on us, I felt it my duty to await the return of Dr. 'lv ebb, hoping that
Colonel Craig might be brought in alive. We therefore remain ed in
camp all this day and the following night. The next day, at about 1
o'clock p. m., the party returned, bringing the dead body of Colonel
Craig, and Sergeant Bale disabled by two buckshot wounds. For other
particulars of this sad narrative, I refer you to the accompanying letter
of Dr. W ebb.
I was desirous to take the body of Colonel Craig to Fort Yuma and
have it buried with funeral honors; but Doctor Webb reporte<l that it
was impracticable, owing to its rapid decomposition, as it would require two, if not three, days to reach this post. The body was therefore deposited in a deep grave near the road, on the desert, at sunset,
the burial service being rea<l. At 8 o'clock p. m., the commission
moved on, and the second day after reached Fort Yuma.
An express rider, on his way from Fort Yuma to San Diego, encamped with the commission on the day the events above related took
place. This man overtook Doctor Webb near the spot where the
transactions referred to took place, and when he was searching for
Colonel Craig and Sergennt Bale. They had then been m;ssing twentyfour hours; and a" there wa every rea on to apprehend that they must
have perished, Doctor Vvebb ent word to Colonel Magruder, the commantling officer at I an Diego, as well as to Lieutenant Sweeney, who
was in pursuit of the de ert r , and to Lieutenant Murray, in charge of
the ~ov rnment cl p t at Vallecito, in order that steps might be imm <hately tak n to arou ~e the whole population and arrest the murder r-.
W'

n r ac·hin~ th_e Color d river, with the commission, I found there
a gr · t n cm it-the bank b ing overflowed and large sluices
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filled with watn, which nearly surroun~ed the military p_ost. ~he
road, which follows the banks of the nver for twelve miles, bemg
,vashed away in many places, we were compe~led to cut a passage
with axes throuab the wood which covered the nver-bottom before we
could reach a s~fe place to encamp. As soon as M_a jor H~intzelman
discovered our approach he sent men. and boats to our assist~1:~e, to
transport us over the sluices. Availrng mys~lf of these faciht1:s, I
proceeded, "".'ith some o~ the ?fficers, to the post~ where I ~et with a
warm recept10n from M8;1or Hemtzelman and the officers _st~t1oned here.
As it required as muGh labor and risk to ~ross the slmces as to cr?ss
the Colorado, I directed the party to remam where they were, until I
could make arrangements for crossing the river. The high state of the
water, and the rapidity of the stream, which, below the junction with
the Gila, is much contracted, render the cros:Sing a matter of great
labor and some hazard ..
The stream is usually crossed by swimming the animal::, over, and
for the greater part of the year they can wade it; but it is now so
much swollen, and rushes by with such velocity, that it would be impossible to take the animals over except in boats. "\,Vith all the men
that can be put to the oars the current cannot be stemmed; but the
boat is swept along two miles, or more, before it can be secured on
the opposite shore. This unexpected obstacle will cause a detention
here of five or six days, as there is no ferry-boat, and but one indifferent scow, that can be used. But, in order that as little time a s possible shall be lost, I have directed Lieutenant ·whipple, with his assistants, to be first removed across; and · by this evening, should no accident occur, th ey will all be over, ready to commence op-~rations in the
morning. Whilst the survey is going on, I shall cross with the wagons,
mules, and remainder of the commission, and then move some twelve
or fifteen miles up the Gila-the nearest point where there is said to
be grass-and there wait until the engineering party shall have reached
me.
June 12.-I regret to be obliged, so early after our start, to record
one of those disasters to which we have been, now are, and shall continue to be subjected, while among hostile tribes of Indians. I have
just been jnformed that a band of Indians, supposed to be Yumas, entered the camp of the commission, last night, and ran off fifteen mules
and one horse; the latter a very valuable animal, turned over to me
by Mr. Gray. Parties have been sent. off in pursuit; but I have no
expectation of recovering any, unless, during the darkness of the night,
they may have strayed from their captors. The loss of so much of
our means of transportation will embarrass me much, for it is impossible to replace them here. Many of the party will, therefore, be compelled to commence the journey on foot.
·
Before ~losing this despatch, I feel it my duty to make known to
the department the obligations I am under to certain officers of the
army, in C alifornia, who have rendered essential aid to the commission, and without which it ·would have been impossible for me to have
undertaken the survey of the Gila, yet to be made. To Lieutenant A.
R. Eddy, in charge of the U nitecl States subsistence department at San
Diego, I am indebted for provisions, furnished at cost and charges;

138

S. Doc. 6.

and to Lieutenant Colonel J. B. Magruder, the officer in command at
San Diego, for permitting the mules and horses to be shod, and the
wagons to be repaired, by his mechanics.
ThP- blacksmiths, carpenters, and other mechanics, brought across
by the commission, left it immediately on its arrival at San Diego, and
there were none in that place, or in any town within one hundred and
fifty miles of it, who could do our work. The facilities, therefore, extended to me by Colonel Magruder, were qf the greatest importance.
I also acknowledge the facilities for repairing our wagons, and aid
in crossing the Colorado, extended to me by Major Heintzelman, the
energetic and efficient officer commanding at Fort Yuma; my indebtedness to him and to Major Andrews, the quartermaster, and Li,eutenant Page, for numerous attentions and kindnesses extended to myself
and the commission during our tarry here.
With h · ah respect, I have the honor to remain your obedient servant,
JOHN R. BARTLETT,
Commissioner.
Hon.

ALEX.

H. H.

STUART,

S ecretary

of the

MEXICAN

B.

Interior, Washington, D. C.

c., IN CAMP AT THE PIMOS VILLAGES

Rio Grande, July 9, 1852.
Sm: I have the honor to announce to the Department of the Interior that the survey of the boundary line between the United States
and the republic of Mexico, running along the river Gila, was completed on the 1st of July by the party under charge of Lieutenant
Whipple, assistant astronomer.
.
A copy of the field-book containing a plotted map of that po:t10n of
the river lately surveyed, and of books containing the astronomical observations, are herewith transmitted to the department, to be placed
with those sent from San Diego, for sate-keeping.
\Vith high respect, I have the honor to remain your obedient servant,
JOHN R. BARTLETT,
Commissioner.

Hon.

H. H. STUART,
S ecretary of the Interior, Washington.

ALEX.

CAMP OPPOSITE PRESIDIO DEL NoRTE,

July 10, 1852.
Sm: I have the honor to report my arrival here, in pursuance of my
Iexican commissioner and surveyor, \-Vho ha
eno-agc~ent \Yith th
n,)t_ arn"ecl, hut \-vho i , I understand, about startina
for this place from
0
Clnhuahu·.
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No tidings have yet reached me of the American commissioner, nor
have I yet received any answer to my urgent requests for funds.
All the astronomical observations and the survey have been completed to this point, and a very large section of work accomplished on
the Lower Rio Grande, of which I have not yet received specific accounts.
The surveyina party here has been detained for one month, in consequence of the ;:,want of funds; and the chief has not deemed it advisable to attempt to take his party in the field, as they have not been
paiJ· off for upwards of a year, and are, in consequence, in want of
the common necessaries of life, and have in prospect the most arduous
and difficult work in anticipation. Not one settlement or point of support exists between this place and Eagle Pass, a distance estimated by
the cafion of the river to be :fiye hundred miles. I will send out
a party to intercept the mail which leaves San Antonio on the 1st of
July, in hopes of receiving relief, and shall defer making an issue with
the men until I learn the result. The best and most useful are those
who are most dissatisfied; and should they conclude they have worked
long enough without payment, I have no means of forcing them to
work or supplying their places.
Should it unfortunately be the case that no appropriation has been
made by Congress, I beg specific instructions may be sent me by express, stating what course is to be pursued in reference to the men and
the debts due them, and that these instructions may be of such a nature that they can be read to them, and allay all apprehensions of ultimate payment.
I have the honor to be your obedient servant,
W. H. EMORY,
Bvt. Major U.S. A., Chief Astr. and Surveyor U. S. B. C.
Hon. A. H. H. STUART,
Secretary of the Interior, Washinglon, D. C.

CAMP SUl\,JNER,

Opposite Presidio del Norte, Mexico, July 17, 1852.
Sm: I have the honor to enclose, herewith, for the Fifth Auditor, my
final return for quartermaster's property, which I received from Major
Belger, October 13, 1851, and for which, I am informed by letter from
Gen. Jesup of the ·15th of June, 1852, a copy of which is enclosed, I am
to account to the Department of the Interior, in consequence of an ar:.
r_angement having been made to pay for the same from the appropriat10n for running and marking the United States boundary ljne.
It will be seen, from the return, I have turned over all the property
remaining in hand to Acting Quartermaster T. W. Tansill, esq.; and
I woulcl most respectfutly call the attention of the Secretary to my
return for the 4th quarter 1851, which I understand has been transfe~·recl to. the department by the Q~arter_master General, by which it
will be found that the greater port10n of the property received from
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Major Belger, at San Antonio, was transferred to Colonel J. D. Graham, as per his receipts of December 12, 1851, and has no doubt
been returned to the quartermaster at San Antonio, from whom I
received it, and therefore is not properly chargeable to the boundary
commission.
It will also be seen, by the return for the 4th quarter 1851, that some
of the property turned over to T. W. Tansill, esq., July 16, was received from Colonel J. D. Graham, and not from the quartermaster at
San Antonio.
I have the honor to be your obedient servant,
W. H. EMORY,
Bvt. Major U. S. A., Chief Astr. and Surveyor U. S. B. C.
Hon. ALEX. H. H. STUART,
Secretary of the Interior.

CAMP OPPOSITE PRESIDIO DEL NORTE,

July 23, 1852.
Srn: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communication of the 11th and 12th June. The arrival of .t he authority to draw
money was very npportune, as one of the surveying parties, headed by
a foreigner, had refused to progress further with the work : first,
on the alleged ground of insufficiency of wages, and rnt having been
paid off for so long a time ; and, second, on the ground of the insufficiency of the escort, and the danger of being killed by the Indians.
I have given discharges to the chief of the party and two or three of
the disaffected m-=>n, and h:1rmony and good discipline are restored.
I have already apprized you of the completion of the work to this
point. In a few weeks I shall have finished all the astronomical observations necessary to be made here.
Enclosed is a copy of a letter from Lieutenant Michler, operating
near Eagle Pass, by which it will be seen that the lower division of
the work is also progressing satisfactorily.
The difficulties between that point and this are so great, that I have
turned his party in this direction, to work up the river until 1t meets
the party working from here.
The b ed of the river, for a large: portion of the distance, is located in
great chasm3 of vertical rocks, is full of rapids and falls, and has never
been traversed by white men, though many attempts have been mJ.de.
It is also the great stronghold whvre the Kioways, Com 1.nches, and
Ap:iches a. semble preparatory to their annual descents on the northern
States of Mexico. I am toltl by Mr. Salazar that the Mexican auth0rities h::tve authentic account"' at this mom ent of six hundred Comanche
wa~riors being as embleu at the L ::iguna Joca, near the boundary, prepann<Y for a foray into Duran<Yo.
I h· U s_encl av ry ch ice p:trty of men dovvn the river, and propo e
t · upp~y 1t l_> ~ a_ p :lY wi~h p ck-1:1-nim ls. The only p ath by which it
ca be· uppli cl li in Mexican territory and throuah the Indian country.
re:p Cl~ lly reque t that a company of drago~1s may be sent to the
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Presidio del Norte, to follow on the trail of this party, and support it in
its operations. The duty would only be temporary, not las · g more
than three months, and would be nothing more than healthy xerc::ise
for some of the troops in Texas.
·
In virtue of authority vested in me, in the absence of the commissioner, J have appointed T. W. Tansill quartermaster and commissary
of the commission, the services of Mr. Ingraham, whom I had previously named for this office, being, by the new condition of things here,
absol~te~y required for the astronomical and surveying duties of the
comm1ss1on.
To meet the pressing wants of the commission, I have, in the absence of the commissioner, in virtue of authority vested in me by your
letter of the 11th June, drawn two drafts in favor of T. W. Tansill, esq.,
quartermaster and commissary of the ·boundary commission, bearing
date July 22, 1852-one for four thoitsand and sixty-nine dollars, the other
for twelve hundred dollars-which l have ordered him to disburse on ac- counts approved by me.
Mr. Salazar, the acting Mexican commissioner and surveyor, arrived
here yesterday, but, I am sorry to say, not escorted or equipped to keep
pace with our operations.
I have the honor to be your obedient servant,
W. H. ElVIORY.
Bvt. Major U. S. A., Chief Astr. and Surveyor U. S. B. C.
Hon. A. H. H. STUART,
Secretary of the Interior.

WASHINGTON CITY, June 29, 1852.
MY DEAR Sm: I herewith enclose a communication from the senators and representatives frorr. the State of Texas, dated June 28, 1852,
alleging a mistake in fixing the initial point of the boundary on the llio
Grand e between New Mexico and Mexico, as established by the joint
commission now engaged in surveying said boundary line, and asking .
that the sHme may be corrected.
.
I will thank you, after perusal of the letter, to return it to me, that
I may lay it before the Secretary of State; and that you will also state
to me whether the allegations contained in the letter are true.
I have the honor to be your obedient servant,

MILLARD FILLMORE.
The SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.

WASHINGTON, June 28, 1S52.
Sm: Having understood that a Mexican minister has arrived, invested with power to treat upon the subject of a right of way through
Mexico, by the Tehuantepec route, we deem the present to be a proper
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occasion to address you respecting the boundary line between the United
States and that country.
The
portance of a channel of speedy communication between the
Atlantic and Pacific oceans, through our own territory, must be obvious
to every one, and the route via El Paso and the Gila river is not only
the most practicable, but the one upon which a railroad can he constructed at the least expense.
From information emanating from the commissioner engaged in
running the boundary line between the U nitecl States and Mexico, we
feel assured that, unless otherwise instructed, that officer will depart
from the obvious provisions of the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, by
agreeing to a line between the rivers Rio Grande and Gila by which
this country will be deprived of a large extent of valuable territory
that rightfully belongs to it, under the terms of th8 treaty above named,
and which can only be ceded to MexiL:o by the treaty-making power.
According to the treaty before mentioned, the line to which we
allude can have no other proper place of beginning than at a point
immediately north of the town· of El Paso. It will be seen, on reference
to the report of the Secretary of the Interior, that Mr. Bartlett, notwithstanding the protest of the surveyor on the part of the United States,
has agreed to a point of beginning more than thirty miles higher up the
river than the one plainly designated in the treaty. Nor would t_he
loss of territory be the only injury inflicted by the proposed course, inasmuch as it would necessarily create a most serious impediment to
the construction of a road to the Pacific ocean at any future time.
The commissioner exceeded his authority in attempting to correct t~e
latitude and longitude of the map called for by the treaty, when, m
fact, there is no reference in that instrument to parallels of latitude or
longitude, but abundant references to permanent natural objects upon
the earth's surface. The treaty declares that the southern and w estern
boundaries of New Mexico are those laid down in the map of Disturnell, which was made a part of the treaty. When the scale of the
map is taken, this point is found to be about eight miles north of the
town of Paso. Nor is this the only method of arriving with certainty
at the initial point. In conformity with the point determined by the
scale of the map, as the place of beginning, there is laid down the
Saline (" La Salinera,") which is also eight miles above Paso, and a
place noted for having supplied the country with salt for many years,
which was identified at once by the United States engineer.
The old Spanish fort is found corresponding with its location on the
map, also. It is believed that these, independently of many other facts
which might be stated, fix the initial point beyond controversy.
Mr. Bartlett, without the approbation of the United States surveyor,
began his line about thirty-four miles north of the point thus fix ed by
the treaty. We submit that the joint commission had no power to
change the initial point settled by the treaty, and that any act on their
pa_rt, assuming to to so, is void. The joint commission can no more do
tlus than make a new treaty. It is altogether beyond the limit of its
pow. r. ~his act of the comi;nis Nioner defeats the only object of
rm km'?' D1stl_1 rn ll' map a part of the treaty, which was to avoid the
n c ~ ity f 1rn1uiring into the true southern boundary of New l\Iexico,
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or the position of the initial point upon the surface of the earth with
reference to latitude and longitude.
Against these acts of Mr. Commissioner Bartlett we respectfo11y but
earnestly protest, and trust that you will see th~ necess!ty of instructing
him at an early day to correct the great error mto which he has fallen.
In connexion with this subject, we ask leave, \Yith great deference,
to suagest that a much better route for a road than the one in view
miahtbe selected a few miles to the southward of the true boundary
]in~ between the United States and Mexico; and that inasmuch as
such a work would operate very beneficially for Mexico in protecting
her northern frontier from Indian depredations, we are inclined to
believe that, for a consideration-small, when the importance to tlu~
United States of the object to be attained is considered-Mexico might
be induced to grant the right of way in question.
With great respect, your obedient servants,
.
THOS. J. RUSK.
SAM HOUSTON.
V. E. HOW ARD.
R. SCURRY.
His Excellency the PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STA:Es.

MEXICAN BouNDARY CoMM1ss10N,
El Paso dcl Norte, Texas, August, 1852.
Sm: The day after my return here from the Gila the mail-rider left
for Santa Fe, giving me time only to make known to the department
this fact. I now avail myself of the opportunity offered, by a train
leaving for San Antonio, to present some details of my journey from
San Diego.
.
I had the honor to address you from Fort Yuma, at the junction of
the Gila with the Colorado, on the 11th and 15th of June, giving the
particulars of our march to that place, and of the difficulties attending
the passage of that river, then greatly swollen and running with considerable rapidity. From three experiments made by Major Heintzelman and myself, its velocity was found to be five and a quarter miles
an hour.
At the Colorado I caused Lieutenant Whipple, with the surveying
party, to be first crossed over, in order that he might at once begin
work. He was accompanied by the escort of twenty-seven men, under
Lieutenant Page, furnished me by Major Heintzelman. After completing the repairs on the wagons, I followed, and continuing near the
surveying party, encamped with it on the banks of the Gila, about
twenty-five miles from its mouth. As the grass was exceedingly
scanty along the bottoms of this stream, and it being necessary to feed
our mules chiefly on willows and the beans of the mezquite tree, I
thought it most prudent to proceed, without delay, up the river to the
vicinity of the Pino and Coco-Maricopa villages, taking with me all
not necessary for the survey, and there await the arrival of the surveying party. At this point we should find plenty of vegetables, which
[No. 45.J
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were becoming very necessary for the health of the party, and an
abundance of grass, equally necessary for recruiting our suffering animals. Leaving Lieutenant Whipple, therefore, the escort he wished
for the protection of his party, I proceeded towards the place named,
which I reached, by easy marches, in safety.
·
On this march of 190 or 200 miles from the Colorado to the first
. Coco-Maricopa village we met no Indians, nor was the journey
marked by any event of moment save that of seeing the remains of a
party of American emigrants who were murdered in March, 1851.
The particulars of this melancholy affair, as related to me by Major
Heintzelman, and subsequently by the Coco-Maricopas, are briefly
these:
A party of American emigrants, bound for California, stopped at the
Maricopa villages for a few days. Without waiting for the rest of the
party, and contrary to their advice, one of them, a Mr. Oatman, set off
in advance, with his family, embracing his wife and ch_ildren. He
had with him one or more wagons and a considerable quantity of
goods, chiefly for the purpose of purchasing what his necessities would
require, from such Indians as he might fall in with. Some days after
his departure, his son, a lad about twelve years of age, returned to the
friends he had left at the Maricopa villages, with the news that his
father and mother (whether more or not I do not remember) had been
murdered by the Indians, and all their animals and other property
taken; that his two sisters, twe1ve to fifteen years of age, had been
carried off by the assailants; and that he was beaten and left for dead.
On resuscitating, he saw the horrid scene around him. The trunks and
boxes of his father had been rifled, and a considerable amount of
money taken. The poor boy made his way back to the Maricopa
villages-a distance, by my estimate, of seventy-five miles-on foot,
having a desert of forty-eight miles to cross on which there was no
water.
The remainder of the party, accompanied by some of the Indians
and the boy, now set off for the scene of the murder; arriving at
which, they covered the remains with a heap of stones, it being impossible to dig graves, as it was upon the brink of a rocky hill, destitute of soil. The Indians then returned, while the Americans continued their journey to the Colorado, where they made known the particulars of th~ outrage to Mc1jor Heintzelman, the officer in command
at Fort Y 1,1ma. Thjs energetic and vigilant officer lost no time in
sending a military detachment to the scene of the murder, with orders
to scour the country, and jf possible to rescue the unfortunate captives.
The troops returned without accomplishing the object of the expedition,
not having met with any Indians.
It is a matter of doubt to what tribe the Indians belonged who committed the robbery and murder referred to, as the scene of the event
is about midway between the Colorado and the villaaes of the Coco1\Iaricopas, and no tribe occupies the intermediate cou~try .
. -orth_ and ::outh of th Gila, in the district mentioned, are vast deserts,
unmhalntecl by man.
n the outh, the first Indians met with are the
Papago , a half-civiliz d and foendly people, allied to the Pinos. But
on the north, the fir t tribes met with arc hostile. These are the Yumas
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and other tribes dwelling near the Colorado, known
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by various names,
and the Tontos and several Apache tribes dwelling on the San Francisco nnd Salinas rivers, and some inhabitable spots south of the Zufies.
Major Heintzelman was of opjnion that the Yumas ~~r~ not concerned
in the murder, as they are not known to leave the v1cm1ty of the Colorado. No one believes that the Marieopas were implicated, as their
feelings towards both the Americans and the Mexicans are friendly.
l made inqu'iries both of the Pinos and Coco-Maricopas chiefs as to the
perpetrators of the murder,' and the whereabouts of the two American
captives. They knew all the circumstances of the affair, and believed
that the Apache tribes north of the Gi]a were alone concerned in it.
I offered them every inducement to find the captive females, and told
them they would be well rewarded by our government if they would
recover and deliver them to the officer in command at the American
pos1. (Fort Yuma) on the Colorado, or to the commanding officer at
Tucson, the nearest military post on the Mexican frontier. At Tucson
I called upon General Blanco, the commanding officer of the frontier
army, then on a campaign against the Apaches, and interested him in
. behalf of the captives referred to. . He promised to ascertain, if possible,
where they were, and to use every effort in his power to recover them.
At the military post of Tubae, and of Santa Cruz, I made similar requests. At the latter place I met a Mexican, who had received some
vague information respecting them. He stated that the Tonto Apaches.
had them, and that they could be ransomed. · I could only request the
people to secure them, by purchase. or otherwise, if any opportunity
presented itself, and assured them that they would be rewarded for so
doing.
In my opinion, it would be useless to attempt the rescue of these unfortunate females by sending a body of troops after them. The Indians
could not be found ; and if they were, they would put their captives to
death rather than have them taken. Their recovery must be effected
in a quiet manner, by presents of blankets and other articles in demand
by the Indians.
.
While waiting for the survf'ying party at the Pimos villages, I made
an excursion up the river Salinas, some forty miles above its junction
with the Gila. The former is by far the most considerable stream,
discharging twice or three times the volume o'f water that the latter does.
It is also clear and pure, while the Gila is muddy. The Salinas has
a broad and rich bottom, and at the point reached by me was heretofore occupied by one of those semi-civilized races which have lefi: so many
traces along the Gila, and in northern Mexico, of their former existence.
Remains of buildings-some of great extent-broken pottery, and implements of husbandry, together with traces of irrigating canals, some of
great dimensions, attest the fact that a numerous population once dwelt
here.
·
The heat was excessive during our journey along the Gila: in fact I may
say that it commenced where we first struck the desert, one hundred
and twenty-five miles beyond the Colorado. From this time until we
left the Gila to cross the desert to Tucson, the mercury stood for several
hours during the day above 100° Fahrenheit in the shade, and on one
occasion it reached 119°. With such an intense heat, neither man nor
10
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animal could travel during the day; hence this portion of our journey
.
A great change took place i11 the temperature when we left the valley of the Gila. The first night it rained, and, with but two or three
exceptions, it rained every day subsequently until we struck the valley
of the Rio Grande. These daily showers were quite as uncomfortable
to us as the excessive heats of the Gila. They genera11y commenced
between 3 and 4 o'clock in the afternoon, continuing two or three hours,
and sometimes throughout the night. The advantage from the rain was
arr abundance of water and fresh grass for our animals. On the other
hand, when so constant, rain is destructive to tents and camp equipage,
and retards one's progress several miles a da-y, by making the roads,
which are of a clayey character, very heavy.
·
We met the first party of emigrants for California between the Pieacho
mountain (beyond Tucson) and the Pimos villages; and nearly every
day afterwards we fell in with parties until we reached. Janos. They
were all from Missouri, Arkansas and Texas-were generally in good
health, and their teams in fine condition.
At the ruined ranche of San Bernardino, on Cooke's road, we met a
detachment of 250 Mexican soldiers, under Colonel Garcia, on their return from a campaign against the Indians. But they had fallen in with
none, although the emigrating parties told us they had seen many near
this very spot but two days previously. The system pursued in the
campaigns has not been productive of beneficial results, for the Indians
are as daring as ever, and continue to rob and murder the inhabitants
of the frontier -towns. At Santa Cruz several men were murdered and
many animals stolen, ten days before our arrival. None of the American emigrants had been attacked by the Indians, though in two jnstances they had been robbed of a considerable number of horses and
mules.
·
.Desiring to vary my route in returning to El Paso, jn order to possess
myself of such geographieal knov.rledge of the northern parts of the
State of Chihuahua as it would afford, I left Cooke's road at the
Guac1alnpe Pass, taking a southeasterly course to Janos, a frontier post,
and thence proceeding to El Paso. Another object which I had in view
was to examine the road through this country, as it is now often taken
by emigrants passing through T exas. I found the road excellent the
whole distance to the Guadalupe Pass, the only serious obstruction
being six miles of sand-hills thirty miles west of the Rio Grande.
I have now traversed the country between the Rio Grande and the
Santa Cruz valley, through which all travellers must strike the Gila, in
three different directions, viz: first, by .Cooke's road; second, across the
unexplored country contiguous to the boundary line south of the Gila;
and third, from El Paso, southwesterly, via the towns of Correlitas
and J ano , and thence to Cooke's road, intersecting it at the Guadalupe P~ss. Fro!Il these several journeys, all made with wagons, I do
not h s1tate to give the preference to the route near the line. A road
could be made here at a small expense, which would be better than the
. tb r, nnd. horten the di tance one hundred and fifty miles. Re pectma t! 1 • • ~vC'rnl rout I shall nter more into detail hereafter, when
a ·rn(Y my fin l r port.
was made at night.
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I regret to inform the department of the sad condition of things at

. El Paso, with reference .to our relations with the Indians. They were
bad when I was here a year ago, but are now infinitely worse. Depredations of the most daring character are of weekly occurrence. A
laro-e number of mules were run off ,vithin one hundred yards of Mr.
Magoffin's ranche in the night, where twenty sokl.iers~ the whole I?ilitary, is stationed; and but three days before my arnval, the Indians
came in, in open day, and drove off some thirty or forty mules belonainoto Messrs. Hoppin & Hubbell, one and a half mile from the
0
post. There being no grass in the bottom or valley of the Rio Grande,
it is necessary to herd the animals on the plateau, about three miles distant, where there is an abundance of gramma grass. Here the Indians
approach unseen, and run off large numbers. To pursue them with the
limited force here is useless. The soldiers and citizens have attempted
it on several occasions, without any success. Not a single animal has
e'Ver been recovered. Not (ln Indian has been captured or killed. During
the ten days we have been here, the Indians have made two attempts
to run off our herd of a11imals, but we saved them by discovering the
enemy and getting our animals on the full run towards home before the
Indians could cut them off. \Ve have now armed men in charge of
them, and I expect every day they will have an encounter, in which
some lives will be lost, and perhaps our whole valuable herd of mules
taken. But there is no alternative: corn cannot be had, and there is
·
no other spot near us where there is grass.
But it is not our animals alone that are in danger: we are so hemmed
in by the savage, that it is unsafe to go from place to place except in
bodies of from six to ten persons well armed; for the wily enemy lies
concealed by the road-side., ready to pierce the passing traveller with
his deadly arrow when he leasts anticipates it. I cannot return to Fort
Fillmore without an escort, and it is now unsafe to send our wao-ons
from here to San Elizario, although there are two villages and n~any
ranches between, unless accompanied by several armed men. The
Inrliarts do not congregate in unfrequented places any more than a
sportsman would seek for game on a desert. They hover about the
settlements, where there are horses, mules, and cattle, and along roads
where they can surprise the traveller and drive an arrow to his heart,
merely for the sake of getting his arms and the animal he rides. Nothing
but a large and effective force, with scouting ' parties constantly in the
fiel<l to overawe the Indians, will ever bring them to terms and put a
stop to these constant depredations and murders.
With high respect, I remain your obedient servant,
JOHN R. BARTLETT, Commissioner.
Hon. ALEX. H. H. STUART,
'Secretary of the Interior, Washington, D. C.

CAMP OPPOSITE PRESIDIO DEL NoRTE,

August 8, 1852.
. Sm: I avail myself of the opportunity of a courier who goes out to
mtercept the mail, to inform you that I have completed all my work at
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this place, and· am only awaiting the arrival of some 'provisions that
were <lue here on the 1st of August, to complete the outfit for the party
which is now working down the river towards Eagle Pass.
Nothing of any description can be obtained here, and we are compelled to get supplies of everything, at great cost of transportation, from
El Paso or Fort Inge.
l have letters from El Paso as late as the last of June, at which time
the United States. commissioner had not reached there. The Mexican
commissioner and astronomer is at this place, but with no outfit to proceed down the river. As soon as the provisions arrive and I can come
to some understanding with the Mexican commissioner and astronomer,
I shall proceed down the river to Eagle Pass, should the mail which
takes this bring me nothing from the commissioner.
I have the honor to be your obedient servant,

W. H. EMORY,
.lV.laJor U. S. A., Chief Astr. and Surveyor U. S. B. C.
Hon. A. H. H. STUART,
Secretary of the Interior.
B-1:t •

WASHINGTON, August 16, 1852.
Srn: We received your favor of the 4th instant, enclosing a report
of the Hon. A. H. H. Stuart, Secretary of the Interior, on the subject
of the initial point of the Mexican boundary, some days since, and
should have attended to it earlier but for the severe indisposition of one
of the undersigned.
.
The great error, as it seems to us, into which Commissioner Bartlett
fell at the beginning, was an attempt, upon his part, to correct the
map of Mr. Disturnell, in regard to latitude an<l longitude-a matter
w hic·h, for all purposes necessary in ascertaining and marking the
boundary line, as agreed upon and designated in the treaty of uadalupe Hidalgo, was wholly jl!lmaterial. · Latitude and longitude, as you
will observe, are not mentioned in the treaty; and the line from the
Rio Grande to the Gila might very properly have been run and
marked in strict compliance with the treaty, without having taken a
single observation of latitude or longitude. We do not complain of
Mr. Bartlett for having taken pains to observe correctly different points
of latitude and longitude, a species of information both desfrable and
useful; but what we object to is, that he should have changed the plain
~mport of the terms of the treaty, to the prejudice of the United States,
m order ~o make th~ map conform to points of latitude or longitude ..
The line, according to the treaty, was required to run up the Rio
Gra~de "to the point where it strikes the southern boundary of New
~!ex1co; _thence _westwardly along the whole southern boundary of
ew ~I x1co, which runs north of the town called Paso to its western
~e~rninati n; th nee northward along the western line ~f Mexico, until
it mter~ ·ct the fir t branch of the river Gila," &c. In order that there
· ascertammg
· · t h e southern and western b oun d1 cu1ty m
• bould c o c.l'ffi
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aries of New Mexico, it is declared, in the same article of the treaty,
that "the southern and western limits of New Mexico, mentioned in
this article, are those laid down in the 'Map of the United Mexican
States, as organized and defined by various acts of the Congress of said
republic, and constructed according to the best authorities; revised
edition; published at New York, in 1847, by J. Disturnell ;' of which
map a copy is added to this treaty," &c.
.
A reference to the map shows plainly that the southern boundary of
New Mexico leaves the Rio Grande eight miles north of the town called
." Paso," and runs thence west three degrees, whence it runs northward. Now we submit that nothing can be more plai,n than that, following the treaty, the commissioner was solemnly bound by the map
of Disturnell, and had no authority to depart from it. Its correctness,
as to latitude and longitude, was wh.o lly immaterial; nor was there the
s'hi:!,dow of foundation for the pretension set up by the Mexican commissioner to terminate the southern boundary of New Mexico one degree west of the Rio Grande·. The map was the only rule recognised
by the lreaty to regulate the length of the southern boundary of New
Mexico. That map sbows the southern boundary to be three degrees
in length.
We cannot agree with Mr. Stuart in the position that the commis!ilioner was, under the treaty, invested with "diplomatic" powers, nor
that the surveyor is to be regarded as simply a ministerial officer.
Both of these officers are provided for in the treaty, and their duties
defined to be "to designate the boundary line, with due precision,
upon authoritative maps; and to establish upon the ground land-marks
which shall show the limits of both republics, as des·c ribed iri the present article." It seems to us, therefore, very clear, that the whole
powers confided to these officers were the running and marking the
boundary line as agreed upon by the treaty, and that they had no
power whatever to change that line. If we are correct, any departure
· from the treaty as to the initial point on the Rio Grande, by these officers, which was not sanctioned by the treaty, is absolutely void, and
can have no binding force or effect upon either the government of the
·
United States or that of Mexico.
This matter of the southern line of New Mexico involved rights of
the United States, those of one of the Territories, and those of a large
number of citizens settled upon the soil. .It is also highly important
with reference to a right of way between the Atlantic and Pacific portions of the United States, and we would, therefore, earnestly, but
respectfully, invite your particular attention to the subject.
As requested, we return the report of the honorable Secretary of the
Interior.
we have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servants,
J
THO. J. RUSK.
SAM HOUSTON.
V. E. HOW ARD.
To his Excellency the PRESIDENT.
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MEXICAN BouNDARY CoMMISSION,

El Paso del Norte, August 18, 1862.
Sm : I have the honor to announce to you my safe return to this
place last evening, accomp:mied by the party under Lieutenant Whipple, which has been engaged in completing the survey of the river Gila.
The party arrived in good health, with the exception of a few cases of
fever and ague, a disease which appeared among us some two weeks
since, caused probably by our continual exposure to excessive heat,
and, since leaving the Gila, to continual rains.
I apprized you from the Pimos villages of the completion of the survey of t9e Gila. There remains to be surveyed about a degree and a
half to complete the line forming the southern boundary of New Mexico,
and another line from the western termination of that line to the. Gila.
To complete these, I . sha11 send a party as soon as it can be organized. As the western termination of this line has already been fixed by
astronomical observation, and the point where the line intersects the
Gila also determined, it ·will require but a short time to run the intermediate lines.
·
Letters from J\rfajor Emory apprize me that the parties on t~e Rio
Grande are rapidly progressing with th_eir work, and that one-third the
• line along that river had been surveyed up to May last.
It is my intention, as soon as I can close up all the affairs of the commission at this place, which will occupy about a month, and fit out the
party for the work alluded to in New Mexico, to proceed down the
river to Presidio del Norte. I shall be better able, however, to state
more positively in my next despatch what my future movements will
probably be.
To close up all the demands against the commission, and to fit out
a party to complete the survey of the line connecting the Gila and
Grande rivers, I shall be obliged to draw largely on the department.
I have to-day drawn two requisitions, each for ten thousand dollars,
($10,000) in favor of Chubb Brothers and James W. Magoffin.
.
With high respect, I have the honor to remain your most obedient
servant,
JOHN R. BARTLETT,
Commissioner.

Hon. ALEX, H. H. STUART,
S ecretary of the Interior, Washington.

SENATE, August 23, 1852.
_Th ere was much complaint to-day in the Senate that Y?u
had not sent m the accounts of Mr. B1utlett, the boundary commissioner, ,vhich were called for by Mr. Weller's resolution of March last.
It occurred to me that they may have been omitted by ina<lvertence, or
h vc _been ov rlook cl -in the mass of pap rs sent to us.
\V 1U you ha e th kindness to inform me what is the true state of
th· ca e.

DEAR ~IR:
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:Mr. Mason's resulution did not come up this morning, but the majority are determined to break down Bartlett and the initial point.
Very truly yours,
J. A. PEARCE.

Hon. A. H. H.

STUART,

Secretary of the Interior.

CAMP NEAR FORT DUNCAN,

October 1, 1852.
Srn : I have the honor to acknowledge this day the receipt of your
letter, enclosing me the commission of United States surveyor for running and marking the line between the . United States and the republic
of Mexico.
Your letter, enclosing the appointment, was handed me on the 30th
of January, at Cimilanki, in Mexico, together with a letter of instructions,
_a nd a copy of the instructions to the commissioner, dated November
4th,_defining the duties of the surveyor, and directing me to be governecl
accordingly.
.
· ·
' -I have been hoping from that day to this to have an interview with the
United States commissioner, but have not, in consequence of his absence,
nor have I received anv communication from him whatever, until the
day on which I broke ~P my camp at the Presidio del Norte, August
20. I received by express a letter from him, a copy of which is herewith enclosed, by which it will be seen he arrived at El Paso on the
16th of August, and proposed to meet me at this place.
There are several points in those instructions, based, as I have reason
to believe, upon erroneous information conveyed to the Secretary; and
as I believe the commissioner, to whom they refer as directly as to myself, will concur with me in the recommendation which I design making, I have, for obvious reasons, deferred making them until his arrival,
and shall still defer doing so, with the hope of at length meeting him. In
the mean time, I have pushed the survey with unceasing diligence and
economy, and many subjects now press so closely that it is necessary
for me to communicate directly with the Secretary, and no longer await
the arrival of the commissioner.
I have carried the survey down as far as Loredo, with the exception
of a small space still to be covered between the great Chizo Canon and
the Rio San Pedro. On this portion two parties are now operating.
One was disbanded and reorganized by me in consequence of a panic
which seized them in regard to Indians; and thE: other has, within the
last few days, been surrounded by Indians, forced to abandon the sur- .
vey, retire to the hills, and send in for aid.
To the first I was obliged to give the entire escort, and pass through
the infested country myself wifhout a soldier. To the last I gave all
the spare men I had, and it was also furnished at my request, by Major
Lamotte, commanding at Los Moras, five infantry soldiers. This region is the thoroughfare of all the bad Indians on the frontier. I have
passed through it myself without damage, and I hope the two parties
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will do the same; but enough has happened to justify me in havincr,
in previous communications, so often urged the necessity of additional escort. And I have now respectfully to request that the Secretary will apply to the War Department to give orders to the general
commanding the 8th miiitary department to furnish a company of soldiers to escort either of these parties, should they be again driven back.
Below here no escort will be required.'
The parties have each been so well reinforced, I do not believe either
of them . will have any further trouble; for all work bravely and cheerfolly; but if they should, it would cause much delay, unless a company
of soldiers is held in hand to send them.
On my reaching the ground to take charge of the survey, November, 1851, I found that Mr. Bartlett and the assistant surveyor had
agreed upon the initial point, 32° 22', and that a gTeat stone monument
had been erected, marking the point, and having the usual .inscriptions
and tlie names of the American and Mexican commissioners, astronomers,. and· surveyors; and, as Mr. Salazar informed me, this had been
hastened at the urgent request of the American astronomer and surveyor.
I also found that articles of agrePment, based upon the letters of
instructions from .the commissioner to Colonel Graham, my successor,
and predecessor as chief astronomer, had been entered into with-Mr.
Salazar for the survey of the boundary, and the survPy had been commenced at the initial point, 32° 22', by Colonel Graham.
On the 30th of January, 1852, while on my route west of El Paso,
in pursuit of the commissioner, I received unexpectedly, and certainly
unsolicited, the letter of appointment of United State~ surveyor, and
your two letters of instructions, one to myself, and a copy of the letter
of instructions to Mr. B artlett, dated Novem ber 4, 1851; in which it
js directed that "should the surveyor at any time differ with you, (the
commissioner,), on any question connected with the survey, he (the surveyor) will defer to your (the commissioner's) opinion, until the case is
submitted and decided by the department."
The surveyor came out long after the initial point was agreed upon
and the monument erected and the line begun, relieved the acting surveyor, and protested against the point. With the protest and the views
of the commissioner before him, both sides, it is presumed, fairly stated,
the Hon. Secretary instructed the surveyor to sign the maps; but before the instructions reached him he was relieved, and I was appointed
in his place, with the same in structions.
I therefore considered the matter as settled, and the action of the
government as final. "The official documents which have been prepared for the purpose, " refr•rred to in my letter of appointment and inst.ructions, never having been presented, no action has been taken in
the matter definitely and finally to " settle this important point." I
q~ote from my instructions, for, as L shall presently show, it has, by the
Vl<:ws taken of the subjec;t by both sides, ceased to be an important
pomt.
. But~ have done this in compliance with the letter and spirit of my
m tr ction. · Mr. 1 alazar, the Mexican commissioner and surveyor,
met m at the Presidio del orte, August 1st, to sign the maps of the
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Rio Grande forming the boundary. Neither party had the maps properly prepared, nor was Mr. Salazar at all prepare~ in money or means
to go on with the work at the rate I was progressmg. I had already
signed, conjointly with him as astronomer and surveyor, the only maps
fit for signature; but he remained pressing me to sign other maps which
involve incidentally the initial point agreed upon by Mr. Bartlett, Mr.
Conde, Mr. Salazar, and Mr. Whipple, from which Colonel Graham
had started his survey of the river. I therefore, on the 28th of August,
signed the maps according to my instructions, with the reservation contained in the paper, a copy of which is her-e with sent, marked A, sjgned
conjointly by Mr. Salazar and myself~ and the statemept therein referred
to, setting forth on the face of the maps that it was the "boundary line
agreed upon by the two commissioners, April 20, 1851."
I presume it was never intended I should giv~ my certificate, as astronomer and surveyor, to the correctness of the determination of a point
wbich had been determined by the observations of others, and. without
consultation or adv.ice of mine. On the other hand, I do not for a moment doubt the power of the governr~ent to instruct me on the subject,
or hesitate as to my duty to obey its i;nandates, which I understand as
requiring me only to authenticate the initial point agreed upon by the
commissioners of the two governments.
·
In reference to the importance of the point, I think it as well to state
that the line agreed upon by the commissioner, April, 1851, is about
33 minutes north of the line. contended for as that laid down by Disturnell's m:tp, but it reached about 16 mi_nutes of an arc~ further west; and
as both lines run 3 degrees of longitude west, the difference of territory
is 3 degrees of longitude, multiplied by 33 minutes of la6tude, minus
16 minutes of longitude, multiplied by about 40 minutes of latitude,
each having a middle latitude that may for the purpose of computation
be assumed at 32 degrees. Neither line gives us the ro3.d to California, and the country embrrced in the area of the difference, with the exception of a strip along the Rio Grande, about nine miles long and from one
to two wide, is barren and will not produce wheat, corn, grapes, trees,·
or anything useful as food for man or for clothing.
Neithe~ line will give us a channel of communication for posts along
the frontier, without which it is impracticable to cqmply with the 11th
article of the treaty, which engages the United States to keep the Indians out of Mexico.
When originally on the work, before the point was determined,
having a knowledge of the country from previous reconnaissance, I had
the honor of asking the attention of your predecessor· to this very subject, io a communication dated April, _1850, San Diego, California,
which was subsequently printed by the Senate. I then pointed out
what I believe to be the · only view taken of the treaty which would
have given us the road; it being in truth the orily important matter involved in the ques6on. No notice was taken of this, and I was sl!perseded in my command, until restored by you; although Mr. Clayton ,
the Secretary of State, had declined, on my own application, to relieve
me, on the ground of my knowledge of the particular duties to which I
was assigned.
On my return to the work, both governme~ts having been committed
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in the matter by the commission, the time was passed when anythjn(Y0
could be effected with the Mexican commission.
It is not pretended that the view there taken of the treaty is as close
a legal construction as that taken since, but it is the only one which
could have given us a wagon road from the Del Norte to the Pacific
by way of the Gila river; and it is believed that if this point had been
urged before discussion took place, or before either party had committed itself, the obvious advantages to both would have secured its
adoption.
Under the authority vested in me by your letter of June 11, 1852, I
have drawn only the following drafts, amounting in all to nine thousand
one hundred and eighty-nine dollars, ($9,189,) all of which, with the
exception of the last check for one thousand eight hundred dollars,
($1,800,) has been turned over to the quartermaster, T. ,v. Tansill,
and disbursed by him in the service of the boundary survey.
July 22. Draft No. 1, (duplicate,) in favor of T. W. Tansill,
quartermaster . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . .
July 22. Draft No. 2, (duplicate,) in favor of T. W. Tansill, .
quartermaster . . . • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Aug. 15. Draft No. 3, (duplicate,)· in favor of T. W. Tansill,
quartermaster ..•....• _ • _ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Aug. 30. Draft No. 4, (duplicate,) in favor of T. W. Tansill,
quartermaster .•.•••. _...••..... _. . . . . . . . . .
Sept. 30. Draft No. 5, (duplicate,) in fav~r of M. W. Emory. _.

$1 ,200
4,069
2,000
1,100
1,800

I have the honor to be your obedient servant,
W. H. EMORY,
Brevet Major U.S. A.

CAMP OPPOSITE PRESIDIO DEL NoRTE,

August 26, 1852.
The undersigned, in pursuance of an agreement based upon the
agreement at Frontera, after several preliminary meetings, met on the
26th inst.; and it was proposed by Major Emory that a record shoul~
be kept of the proceedings of the mee6ng, to be sig:ned in qua~ruphcate, and exchanged . Mr. Salazar stated that he designed makmg the
same proposition.
Major Emory stated that he had received an official letter from M~··
Radziminski, dated August 1, stating that be had not yet completed his
map from the initial point to Frontera, but would do so in a few days ;
(which letter was exhi_bited to Mr. Salazar.) He has written several
letters to the commissioner and Mr. Ra<lziminski, and has received no
communication whatever from the commissioner, and no record of the
pr?c~eding~ of the joint commission, or any other notice from the comrm ion r, m ~ fi rence to the boundary, except the letter to his pre<lec ~or, of which Mr. alazar has already been furnished a copy .
. . Ir.• nlazar stat d that he had received, the day before, the maps
.......... , ......".. from El Paso of the survey from the initial point to Frontera.
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Major Emory having proposed to test them by the astronomical determinations, Mr. Salazar proposed that Mr. Gardner should do so; but
stated that he considered them drawn sufficiently correct to answer the
purpose for which they are to be signed. ·
Major Emory stated that he had finished the survey to the canon
below thi8 place; but no presentable map is made. A rough map has
been made as far down as a point three miles above this pbce; but the
only draughtsman employed by him left the work without previous
notice.
He thinks the attempt to make finished or correct maps in the field
i<Ue. It has never been attempted before, on a large scale, except on
this survey, where the facilities are necessarily less than elsewhere.
Mr. Salazar stated that he is convinced it is not necessary to have
maps signed i the field; and that if it was to be done now, it is for the
purpose of carrying out the agreement entered into at Frontera, for
which purpose we have met here, and the maps are to be considered
only as documents.
Major Emory stated that he had already stated he had not the
records of the commission, and asked if Mr. Salazar could furnish him
or show him the proceedings of the commission fixing the initial point.
l\fr. Salazar stated that he did not bring the record with him, because he did not think it necessary, but has it in El Paso; that it was
signed by the commissioners, astronomers and surveyors, and secretaries, on both sides, besides other witnesses, and difforent copies were
distributed; and added that he was of opinion that, before entering into
any other agreement, the one at Frontera should first be complied with,
and then they should agree on other things. To carry out said object,
he asked Major Emory, if he found the maps sufficiently correct, if he
would mark on them the boundary line an_d sign them.
Major Emory answered yes: but, however, doubted his authority to
sign a paper which might be considered as a document affecting the
boundary line, without having access to the proceedings . of the joint
commission or communication with the commissioner. He also stated
that the United States commissioner had been absent ever since he had
been on the work; and in making the engagements with Mr. Salazar,
he made them on the supposition that the commissioner would return
before the time for the consummation of those engagements.
-Mr. Salazar stated that he had nothing to do with respect to· Major
Emory's not having received any communication from the United
States commissioner; that it was a private affair of the United States
commission.
Major Emory stated that his instructions, in regard to the initial
point, refer directly to the action of his predecessor, and that action
cannot be officially ascertained without seeing the proceedings of the
commission or having an interview with the commissioner.
On motion of Major Emory, the meeting adjourned, to meet to-morrow
at 11 o'dock a. m.
PRESIDIO DEL NoRTE, Mexico, August 27, 1852.
Agreeable to the adjournment of yesterday, the undersigned met in
the quarters of Mr. Salazar.

156

S. Doc. 6.

~ Majot Emory stated that the measurements for testing the maps had
been made. The difference betwee_n the maps and the astronomical
determinations is as follows:
0

II

Latitude of initial point, by Mr. Salazar. . • 32 22 00
Do.
Froritera, by Major Emory .... 31 48 44

..
Difference ..• _.............. .
By maps presented by Mr. Salazar .• ___ •

33 16

= 38.17 miles.
38.07

Difference ~ . _ ;. .............. .

.53

h. m. s.
Longitude of initial point, by Mr. Salazar. ~ 7 7 03
Do.
Frontera, by Major Emory._. 7 5 56
Difference . ~ . _~ ___ •• __ .•. _.. .
By maps presented by Mr. Salazar ...... ·
Difference •.•••• ~ ••..•.....

1

7 = 16.378 miles.
19.368
2.990

Mr. Salazar stated that having himself made the measurements, he
found on the maps that Frontera would· fall in latitude 31 ° 48' 20".4,
?-nd that he had not made the measurements in longitude, not having
prought the books or tables necessary ; and for the same reason, the
longitude which he gave for the initial point was only approximate. He
also stated that he was of opinion that nothing else was to be done
now except to mark the boundary line and sign the maps . .
Major :Emory stated that the differences shown in the above st~tement are very great, and, in his opinion, show the maps not be as _correct as they. should be, and not in condition to be signed; but he thm~s
it probable it is altogether owing to the imperfect means possessed m
•
the field of projecting maps.
Mr. Salazar stated, in reply, that he is sure that the surveys for the
maps, which he has already submitted, have been done with nll t_he
scientific exactness possible ; that the maps could not be drawn with
all care and exactness as if they were to be submitted to the governments; and owing to this, and the scale on which they have been drawn,
he thinks the differences should not interfere with signing and marking
the boundary line on them.
·
Major Emory stated that, to avoid further discussion upon the subject
and to come to a final understanding, he desires to say th~t he has no
other object than to place the work upon a basis that will insure its aceuracy; and at the same time he believes that Mr. Salazar jg actuated
by ~he same motives, he cannot withhold from observing Mr. Salazar's
anxiety to have his signature affixed to the first sheet of the series of
mar .P:esen~ d to him for si nature, which map contajn incidentally
the imtml _po_mt. H will, therefore, in the absence of the archives ot
the c mmi ~1 n, but in bedience to the instructions he has received
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from his government, dated November 4, 185-1, sign that map, with this
certificate attached : " The boundary line as agreed upon by the two
commissioners April 24, 1851."
.
· ..
.' .
He also stated that, believing, as he does, that his propos1t10ns submitted July 27, 1852, which forbid the attempt to make finished maps in
the field, and which make provision for the rapid survey of th~ line, are
founded in reason, ·he proposes those to Mr. Salazar for adoption.
Mr. Salazar stated, in reply, that he agreed in the above proposition
made by Major Emory, with the exception of the 4th article of the
propositions of the 27th of July, 1852. These propositions are as follows:
1. It is impracticable to make finished or correct.maps of a survey of
great extent for signature in the field, and the astronomers and surveyors confine th~ir mapping in the field to the surveys of the islands and
~uch other localities as may be of a ·character to create a doubt as to
which nation they belong.
2. Notwithstanding that the surveys of several portions of the Rio
Bravo, from the initial point to its mouth, have beep completed, both
parties shall proceed hencefonvard so that the work along the whole
extent of the Rio Bravo ~hall be divided ih the following portions, viz :
1st. From the initial point to the colony of San Ignacio.
2d. From the civil colony of San Ignacio to Presidio del Norte.
3d. From Presidio del Norte to the military colony of Agua Verde.
4th._From the military colony of Agua Verde to Loredo.
5th. From Loredo to Matamoras.
6th and last. From Matamoras to the mouth of the Rio Bravo.
In order to gain time and avoid difficulties, the first and last portions shall be surveyed in detail by both parties ; the second and fourth
by the United States boundary commission; and the third and fifth by
the Mexican boundary commission; and it shall b_e proper for each
chief astronomer and surveyor to send with the surveying party ·of the
other an office! whose business it will be to make a general reconnaissance of the topography of the section, who.shall, with his collaborator,
assign the islands, subject to the final approval of the joint commission.
3. The astronomical stations between the Presidio del Norte and-the
mouth of the Rio Bravo shall be as follows, viz :
Agua Verde, or the mouth ·of-the Pecos.
Eagle Pass.
Loredo.
Mat~moras, mouth of the Rio Grande, and such other points as the
progress of the survey may show to be necessary.
4. To meet at Eagle Pass on the 1st January, 1853; ·or, if convenient to both parties, at Matamoras.
In place of the 4th article, Mr. Salazar proposed that, being obliged
to return to El Paso, we should settle by correspondence the next
place and time of meeting.
Major Emory assented, and the meeting adjourned.
W. H. EMORY.

JOSE SALAZAR Y LAllREGUI
True copy of the original :
G. CLINTON GARDNER.
FELIPE DE YTURBIDE.

158

S. Doc~ 6.
UNITED STATES BOUNDARY COMMISSION,

El Paso del Norte, August 18, 1852.
Sm: It gives me pleasure to acquaint you with my arrival here last
evening, with several gentlemen of the commission, and the party,
under Lieutenant ·Whipple, recently engaged in the survey of the river
Gila. The survey of that portion of the river which forms the boundary between the U:q.ited States and Mexico, was completed on 1st July.
I found your letter here, of June 1, apprizing me of the progress
made on the survey of the Rio Grande, which is very satisfactory; also
of other transactions necessary to carry on the work and maintain the
credit of the commission-all of which meets my approval.
It has been to me a source of great anxiety that I found myself unable to return to El Paso, and the field of operations, at an earlier day.
To return with a small party through a country infested by hostile
Indians, was too hazardous. I was, therefore, compelled to await the
return of the surveying party.
With reference to supplying heads of surveying parties with funds
to carry on their work, I think it quite proper; and when I join you,
will endeavor to effect the object proposed.
.
.
.
Any changes you have made in the heads of surveymg parties will
meet my approval. My only desire is to have able and efficient m_en
in these responsible places; and if those heretofore appointed are mcompetent, they must be removed and others, suitably quali.fi&d to do
the work, put in their places.
I regret to learn that you have not been furnished with information
as to the extent of the work on the line running west from the initial
point, on the Rio Grande, at 32° 22'. I have received no official report from Lieutenant Whipple on the subject. The work was sus. pended by the withdrawal of that officer by your predecessor. From
a communication made to me by Lieutenant Whipple, in San Diego,
on the 15th May last, I incidentally learn that the line referred to was
surveyed one degree and a quarter west.
I sent an express to Mr. Radziminski this morning, apprizing him ~f
my arrival, and requested him to repair to this place as soon as possible. When he reaches me, we will confer together as to the work to
be done on the line referred to.
For an escort for the party to be engaged on that survey, I have
already made arrangements with Ljeutenant Green.*
.
It appears to me that the _party engaged in the survey of the :R10
Grande, being. now in or near a district infested by large numbers of
hostile Indians, should be provided with a strong escort and an efficient
commanding officer. I have therefore requested Lieutenant Green,
in whose efficiency I have the utmost confidence, to take command of
that detachment in the present exigency .
. Your estimate of the expenses of the commission for the year beginnmg January 1, 1 52, I have not received.
After remaining here long enough to settle all claims against the
• o-n: BY \V H E
·
· MORY.-L1eutenant Green had already been requested by me to take
mmanu.. <f t ba· d •ta
·hment , an d on t he 1 t h A ugu8t had completed his arrangements for
th ·purp
.
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commission, make up my vouchers and accounts, and to organize and
fit out the party for the completion of the line connecting the Rio
Grande and Gila, I shall then proceed with all haste to join you at
Presidio del Norte, or such other place as you may then occupy as
your quarters. A month will be necessary to do this and recruit our
worn-out animals.
•
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JOHN R. BARTLETT,
Commissioner.

Major W. H. EMORY,
Cltief Astronomer and Surveyor U. S. B. C.

EL PASO DEL NoRTE, TExAs,

October 3, 1852.
Sm: In consequence of the warlike state of the Indians between
here and Lun;.i, and being without an 'e scort, I am reluctantly compelled to change my route and go by way of Chihuahua. I requested
Lieutenant Green to leave me a sufficient escort, but on my application for it a few clays since, found but four men. By taking the road
to Chihuahua I shall be furnished with an escort of Mexican soldiers,
tendered me by Colonel Langberg.
I find that this route will take me far south of Eagle Pass. If it is
possible, therefore, for you to meet me at some point lower down the
river, I shall be glad, as I am desirous to proceed at once to New York.
If it is your intention, as I suppose it to be, to place Mr. Radziminski
with a party on the section at the mouth of the Rio Grande, the _route
I propose taking will be the . most accessible one to reach that portion
of the river.
·
.
I cannot obtain precise information respectin'g the point where I shall
strike the river, or when I shall be nearest to it, but I think i"t will be
Camargo.
I sent an express to you on the 21st of September, enclosing you
my requisitions on the Secretary .of the Interior for twenty thousand
dollars, which- I hope reached you in season.
I am, v~ry respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN R. BARTLETT,
Commissioner.

Major WM. H. EMORY,
Cltief Astr. and Surveyor U. S. c}- M. B. C., Eagle Pass.

UNITED STATES BOUNDARY COMMISSION,

El Pciso dd Norte, August 20, 1852. ·
Sm: I have just received your note of this date enclosing a copy of
Major Emory's instructions to you in reference to the completion of any
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work that may remain unfinished west of the Rio Grande, of which
you have any knowledge. This letter appears to have been written
under the supposition that I would not return here with your party,
and that it would be necessary to place fonds here to a large amount
with Mr. Jacobs. My presence supersedes such necessity.
There remains nothing to complete but a portion of the line between
the Rio Grande and the Gila, which was commenced by yourself.
I fully concur in opinion with Major Emory, on the necessity of completing all unfinished work, and will aid you all in my power in effecting this olJect, which must be prosecuted to completion in accordance
with the resolutions that were passed by the joint commission. You
will therefore present me a programme of such a party as you require
to finish the survey of the line referred to, together with an estimate of
the transportation necessary and the subsistence requisite. I will then
lose no time in preparing you for the field.
I have already made application to Lieutenant Green for a suitable
escort for your party, and he has placed twenty men at Fort Fillmore
for the purpose, who will await your orders.
I remain, very respectfully; your obedient servant,
JOHN R. BARTLETT,
·'
Commissioner.
Lieut. A. W. WHIPPLE,
Top. Eng., Asst. Astr. U. S. B. C., El Paso del Norte.

EL p ASO, TEXAS,
August 20, 1852.
MAJOR: Your instructions of June 11, 1852, were received by favor
of Mr. Radziminski this day. Having communicated a copy to the
commissioner, the enclosed is a copy of his reply.
I regret to find that Mr. Bartlett does not seem incline<l to fulfil your
intention, by placing funds . at my disposal to be used as the exigencies
of the service may require; nevertheless I will endeavor, to the best
of my ability, to accomplish the operations intrusted to me according
to your desire.
The southern boundary of New . Mexico is to be i:ompleted to its
western termination, and the western line thence is to be traced and
marked to the Rio Gila.
Reports of the work wm be regularly made, and transmitted to you
as frequ ently as possible.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. W. WHIPPLE,
First Lieutenant U. S. Top. Engineers.
Brevet Major WM, H. EMORY,
Top. Eng.: !'rin. Astr. and, Surveyor U. S. B. C.,
Presidio del ~orte, or elsewhere on the Rio Grande del Norte.
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PRESIDIO DE SAN ELIZARTO,'

October 5, 1852.
l\farnR: I have the honor herewith to forward to you, by the mail, a
dozen sheets of protracting paper, containing my late survey of the
river from Frontera to above· the initial point opposite Dona Ana.
I am in receipt of a letter from the commissioner, who informs me.
that much to his regret he failed to obtain an escort from Colonel Miles,
although he went purposely to Fort Fillmore to apply for it; and that
he was obliged, in view of the depredations committed by the Indians
on the mail route to San Antonio, to avail himself of a Mexican e.~cort
tendered to him by the Mexican colonel comma':'lding, Colonel Langberg, and
that consequently we shall be obliged to travel through the Mexican territory on our route below to join you somewhere on the river. Now is
it not a pretty state of affairs, that United States agents should be compelled to seek foreign proteciion in transacting United States business, and in
pursuance of their duties!
·
I am, Major, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
CHAS. RADZIMINSKI,
Principal Assistant Sun:eyor.
Major WM. H. EMORY,
Chief Astronomer, <re., <re., <re., U. S. B. C.

P. S.-The maps are drawn to a scale of four inches to the mile.
C.R.

MEXICAN BOUNDARY COMMISSION,

El Paso del Norte, Texas, October 5: 1852.
Sm: I have the honor to inform you that a party of engineers, under
the command of Lieutenant Whipple, left here, on the 1st instant, to
complete the line of boundary connecting the Rio Grande and the Gila.
This line was commenced at the initial point on the Rio Grande, in
April, 1851, and suspended about the 1st July, when about seventyfive miles had been run.
Lieutenant Whipple has been furnished with everything necessary
to carry on the work before him. His officers have been paid one
month's advance, and all of his men to the day of leaving. I have,
besides, made provision for any additional supplies he may need, as
well as for the pay of his party on their return, after completing the
work. Should he meet with any casualty causing the loss of his animals by the Indians, or otherwise, I have provided for the contingency.
He has an escort of twenty-four soldiers for his protection.
It was my intention to leave here for Eagle Pass, by way of Leona,
and there join Major Emory; but on applying to Colonel Miles, at the
headquarters of the 3d infantry, at Fort Fillmore, for the escort of ten
men, which Lieutenant Green, the officer now in command of the
escort, had informed me were at my disposal, I found but four, besides
the twenty already assigned to Lieutenant Whipple. As this force
11
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would be useless, particularly for a night guard, I relinquished the
whole to Lieutenant Whipple.
In this position I knew not what course to take to get out of the
country; the Indians, in every direction, being so hostile that it would
be unsafe to pass through their country except in a large body, or protected by a strong escort. The army officers advised me by no means
to attempt the journey without an adequate escort, in which opinion all
others coincided who knew of the state of the country. The only
course left for me, therefore, was to go by way of Chihuahua; and as
Colonel Langberg, the military commander of the Mexican frontier,
was present, he at once tendered · me an escort to that' place, and an
order to procure another from there, as far as I required it. I readily
accepted his· kind ofler, and have accordingly made my arrangements
to ]eave here to-morrow for Chihuahua. .From that place I shall pr?ceed, as rapidly as possible, to the most accessible point on the Rio
Grande, which I learn is Camargo.
My ad vices from Major Emory are, that he is making good progress
with his work. He requested me to send him twenty thousand dollars, to enable him to pay off and discharge certain parties, and to p~ocure outfits for others. I complied with his request, and sent a special
messenger with my requisitions on the department----:-one for $12,000,
the other for $8,000.
Since my arrival here I have forwarded to the Fifih Auditor, for my
credit, vouchers amounting to $22,882 06, under dates as follows:
August 23, 1852 _________ . ____________________ .$11,296 10
September 15, 1852 . ____ .. _______ ... ______ .. _ . . 11,585 9G
I shall send more by Mr. Skillman, the mail contractor, who takes
this; but not enough to balance my account. A considerable amount
remains in my hands, but I am unwilling to risk the whole by one conveyance. The vouchers for disbursements by Major Emory, on
account of the parties on the lower Rio Grande, are not in my hands,
and cannot be forwarded until I see that officer.
I have to report the dismissal from the commission of Mr. A. P.
Wilbur, one of the sub-assistants, for false statements in regard to myself and other officers of the commission, tending to our injury, which
false statements were contained in a letter from said Wilbur, read by
Colonel Weller before the Senate.
The party which will accompany me to the lower Rio Grande consists of the following persons:
Thomas H. Webb, secretary of the joint commission. .
Henry Jacobs, assistant secretary and clerk.
.
George Thurber, acting quartermaster and commissary, and botaru 1•
·,t.._Henry C. Pratt, draughtsman and artist.
The following engineers accompany me to join Major Emory:
Charles Radzimiwki, principal assistant surveyor.
Malcolm eaton, sub-assistant surveyor.
Henry C. Force,
do.
do.
Th pay of th above is the same as heretofore.
'Villiam F rgu n, carpenter, $60 per month.
H ·nry • !eH nry, cook, ·25 per monlh.
harle· ~ 'chultz, cook, ·25 per month.
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Patrick Magaughran, servant, $30 per month.
A. A. A. Lea, servant, $25 per month.
James Hall, ambulance driver, $25 per month.
Six teamsters, each $25 per month.
Francisco Butierra, herder, $25 per month.
Antonio Nanes, herder, $25 per month.
- - - - - - , laborer, $25 per month.
I annex a list of Lieutenant Whipple's party, with the pay of each
member.
I remain your obedient servant,
JOHN R. BAR~ETT,
Commissioner.
Hon. ALEX, H. H. STUART,
Secretary of the Interior, Washington.

List of Lieutenant Whipple's party engaged in the survey
necting the Rio Grande and the Gila.
Name.

Lieut. A. W. Whipple .. .
Frank Wheaton ....... .
Hug~ Campbell ....... .
George G. Garner ... _.. .
William White, jr .... _..
Chas. A. Gicquel. ...... .
L. J. Hilburn ......... .
John Lenz ............ .
Edward Carr .......... .
John Lawrence ........ .
Asa Thatcher . _. _..... .
Wm.-H. Francis ....... .
Anton. Brown ......... .
Benj. Bryan .....•......
Jose Mestis ........... .
Antonio Calderon .•. ·- .. .
Romano Correlio .... ~ .. .
Ascension Peres ....... .
Guadalupe Medina.·___ ._
Pablo Espinosa ........ .
Ignacio Hernandez .. __ ..
Pablo Robles ......... _.

ef

the line con-

Rate of pay.

Occupation.

Top. engineer, in comm'd.
Topographer and assistant. $800 per year.
First assistant . ____ . . . . . 900 do. ·
Assistant ____ • ,. __ . . . . . . 800 do.
do.
. ........ __ • _ • 800 do.
Instrument carrier .. ___ . . 40 per month.
do.
do. . ____ . . 25 do.
Blacksmith . ____ . . . . . . . 60 do.
Teamster __ . ___ .. __ . _. _ 25 do.
do. . _ . _•. _.. _. . . . 25, do.
do. . _. __ . . . . . . . . . 25 do.
Cook . ____ .•• __ .. • . . . • .. 26 do.
do. . _____ . _• __ . . . . . . 25 do.
Servant ..•. __ . _.•.... _ 25 do.
do. . .. _. . . . . . . . . . . 12 do ..
Laborer ____ ........ ,- . . 25 do.
do. . .....•. _. . . . . . 26 do.
do. . .. __ .... _. _. _. 26 do.
Herder. . . . . . . • . . • . . . . . 25 do.
do ......... _ ... ____ . 26 do.
do .....•••..•.. __ . . 25 do.
do. . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . 25 do .

EL PAso DEL NoRTE, October 1,.1852.

.
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WASHINGTON, October 14, 1852.

MY DEAR Srn: I herewith return your report on the subject of the
Mexican boundary commission, with my concurrence, together with the
papers accompanying the report. It seems to me that, in justification
of the course which the Administration has been compelled to pursue,
it might be well to give publicity to the report tbi·ough the papers.
·
You will, of course, notify the Secretary of State.
I am truly yours,
MILLARD FILLMORE.
The SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.

WASHINGTON, September 10, 1852.
My DEAR Srn : I perceive that the appropriation for continuing the
survey of the Mexican boundary is not to be expended unless I am satisfied tbat the initial point on tbe Rio Grande has been properly se-.
lected and established. Have you the means in your department of
enabling me to determine this question? lf not, it may be necessary to
consider whether the commission should not be immecliately recalled,
for want of means to continue the work. I shall be happy to hear
from you at your earliest convenience.
I am truly yours,
MILLARD FILLMORE.
The SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.

CAMP NEAR FoRT DuNcAN, TEXAS,
October 15, 1852.
I yesterday received the enclosed letter and protest from Messrs.
Lewis & Groesbeck, of San Antonio, informing me that two drafts-one
for $4,069, the other for $1,200-both dated July 22, 1852, drawn by
me, had been protested on the 11th September. Enclosed is my answer to Messrs. Lewis & Groesbeck.
The paper attached is a copy of the order from yourself containing
the authority under which I made these drafts ; and the whole amount
dra-\vn under this authority, including the two drafts above, as appears
by my official report and account-current of the 1st October, is only
eight thousand dollars, all of which has been expended in the service of
the boundary commission, and accounted for according to law and regulation. The sums were drawn in the absence of the commissioner,
and were absolutely necessary to keep the work from relapsing into
the condition which I founcl it, and your authority for so <loing is complete. Under the e_ circumstances,~ the drafts were protested, after the
P age of the deficiency and appropriation bills, and I am unable to
ffi r t the h?l<l r ~ of th se notes any explanations. This occurrence,
mbarra smg to myself personally, and so destructive to the successful
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prosecution of the work with which I am charged, is so entirely beyond
my power to explain, that I am compelled to send an officer (Lieutenant Michler, corps topographical engineers) t~ represent m~ on the spot,
and receive your commands, and thus avoid the delay m the work
which must necessarily ensue if the subject is to be settled by correspondence.
. . .
.
We have not a cent on hand; and until 1t 1s settled, nothmg can be
done on the work requiring any expenditure, and distrust and discontent must pervade all 1he employes. An express came in from Mr.
Bartlett a day or two since, bringing me two large drafts-one for eight,
the other for twelve thousand dollars-but the merchants at this place,
although having money which they desire transfe;red to S~n. Antonio
and the north, refused to cash these checks, allegrng that s1m1lar ones
had been purchased and protested for non-acceptance in Washington
city. Before receiving Messrs. Lewis & Groesbeck's letter, I sent an
agent with them to San Antonio to try what could be done; but I am
satisfied nothing can be eifo'c ted until we hear from Washington. Having been obliged to endorse these drafts, any repudiation of them ,vould
be serious to me.
From the many marks of confidence reposed jn me by you, I cannot
for a moment suppose such a thing intended; but the honorable Secretary will not fail to see that the effect of the protest of my notes of 22d
July is to place me, in the eyes of this communiLy, in the position of
one who is attempting to raise money under false pretences.
In view of the possibility of this ffildden repudiation of authority extended to me being founded on the misrepresentations of those who have
been expelled from the work, or who are interested in expelling me, I
beg the honorable Secretary to permit me to call his atteution to the fact
that I have now been pr~ctically in charge of thi_.s work for ten months,
the commissioner having been absent most of the time; that I found the
work in a state of disorganization and inactivity, without money and
without credit in the country in which it was operating; that of all
the surveyors on the list transferred to me, not one was fit to perform
his duties! t?us entailing on me the painful duty of displaci?g the1~
and apporntmg others; that I reorganized the work, restored its credit
without a dollar in my pocket, and infused into the survey an activity
and healthy condition which has enabled me to accomplish more in the
short time I have been here than was done in the two years preceding,
and at an expense of about one-fifth. To prove these facts, I have the
documents in my possession. I trust they will justify me, in the eyes
of the honorable Secretary, in asking why it is I am in this money business placed in a position so equivocal before the commission and before
the community, and to demand, if a doubt has been raised in the
mind of the government as to the fidelity with which I have discparged
my trust, by the misrepresentations of the disaffected and useless persons on this commission, or who have left it, that I may be granted at
once a court of inquiry, to inquire into every transaction, public or private, with which I have been connected on this boundary survey.
Commending to your consideration the able and accomplished officer
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~ho will band you this letter, w!1ose !eturn I desire as speedily as possible, I have the honor to be, with high regard, your obedient servant,
W. H. EMORY,
Bre,:et Major U. S. A., Chief Astronomer and Surveyor
United States Boundary Commission.
Hon. A. H. H. STUART,
Secretary of the Interior.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
Washington, June 11, 1852.
· Brevet Major W. H. 'E mory, chief astronomer and surveyor, attached
to ·the United States commission for the survey and demarcation of the
boundary line between the United States and the republic of Mexico,
has authority to draw upon this department, from time to time, for such
sums as he may need in the operations under his charge.
ALEX. H. H. STUART,
Secretary of the Interior.

I hereby make oath, on the Ho1y Evangelist of Almighty God, that
the above is a true copy of a document addressed to Wm. H. Emory,
chief astronomer and surveyor, received in duplicate, by mail, at the
camp opposite Presidio del Norte, on or about the 16th July, 1852; that
the same came under ~over from the office of the Secretary of the Interior, bearing the frank of that office, and that, to the best of my
knowledge and belief, it is the trne and genuine signature of the Hon.
A. H. H. Stuart, Secretary of the Interior.
G. CLINTON GARDNER,
Asst. 8urv. and Act. Clerk to Chief Astr. and Surv. U. S. B. C.

STATE OF TEXAS, County ef B exar :
The above is subscribed and sworn to before me, at Ea.ale .Pass, this
15th day of October, A. D. 1852.
~
H. MATSON,
Justice of the Peace, Bexar County.

SAN ANT01 ro, October 8, 1852.
DEAR:\ IR: \V r c iv d by last mail the enclosed protests of drafts
clra,":n. ·b y you on A. . H. tuart, Seer tary of the IntP-rior, dated
re 1d 1
·l · rte, July 22, 1 52, for 1,200, and July 23, 1852, for
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$4,069, each at ten days' sight, to order of T. W. Tansi~], quartermaster. We are jnformed that, at the time the cash was paid for these
drafts at Presidio, you exhibited a letter from Hon. Mr. Stuart, Secretary of the Interior, authorizing· you to draw on him, for expenses of the
commission, wjthout limit. We would be pleased to _h ear from you as
to whether the information given us is correct; and if so, what expla. nation can be made why your drafts were not duly honored. Please
tell us also, if possible, at what date we can probably rely on final
payment of these drafts. An early reply will much oblige,
Very respectfully, your. obedient serv,a nts,
LEWIS & GROESBECK, (in liquidation.)
Major W. H. EMORY,
U. S. Boundary Commission.

CAMP NEAR FoRT DuNCAN, TExAs,

October 14, 1852.
I have this moment received vour letter of October 8,
containing the protest of my two notes dated) uly 22, 1852-one for
$~ 069, the other for $1,200-and requesting me to give the authority on
which these notes were drawn, and asking "what explanation can be
made why the drafts were not duly honored."
Enclosed is an authenticated copy of the document exhibited by me
to Mr. Smith, who cashed the drafts. U11cler this authority, which
was only exercised in the absence of the commissioner, only four
drafts were drawn, including the two above mentioned, and the whole
amounting to only eight thousand dollars. The drafts appear, by the
protest, not to have been presented until the 11th of September, aft.er
the deficiency bill and the appropriation bill had become laws of the
land.
,,
Un<ler these circnmstances, with authority so complete :md so authentic, and with the necessity of drawing the drafts so upparent, to
sustain the work from relapsing into its former condition, I can form
no idea of the reason vvby these drafts were protested. This occurrence, so painful to me personally, and so embarrassing and destructive
of the i11terest of the public work with which I am charged, has caused
me to send the bearer of this letter, Lieutenant Michler, to Washington
to ascertain the cause of the difficulty. vVhatever the cause is, it must
be founded on a~cident or false in formation at the department; and as
Lieutenant Michler is familiar vvith all the operations of this survey,
he will at once be enabled to give correct information, and I have no
doubt the checks held by you, anJ all others drawn by me, will be
promptly paid.
1 am, gentlemen, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. H. EMORY,
GENTLEMEN:

Bvt. Major U. S. A:, Chief Astr. and Surveyor U. S. B. C.
Messrs. LEwrs &

GROESBECK.
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FORT DUNCAN, EAGLE

p ASS,

TEXAS,

Octobtr 26, 1S52.
Sm: On tbe 30th of August I starte~ from San Elizario, twenty
seven miles below El Paso <lel Norte, in a train belonging to Don
Francisco Ruis, a citizen of Texas, residing near Castroville, Texas.
The train was composed of thirty-seven carts, more than half of which
were empty, and contained about seventy men, who were armed.
Those of the men who were not employed in the train were passengers. We came down in safety, and arrived at Leona on the 11th
of October.
I am, sir, your obedient servant,
JNO. LAWSON,
Assistant U. S. B. C.
Major WM. H. EMORY,
Sun:eyor, 9"C,,

9"C,, 9"C,,

U. S. B. C.

CAMP NEAR FORT DUNCAN, TEXAS,

October 30, 1852.
Sm: I have the honor to request that a warrant may be issued in
my favor for fifty thousand dollars on account of the appropriation
for running and marking the boundary between the United States and
the republic of Mexico-twenty thousand to be sent me in cash, by
Lieutenant N. Michler, and the balance to be placeJ to my credit in
· New Or]eans.
I have the honor to be your obedient servant,
W. H. EMORY,
Bvt. Major U.S. A., Chief Astr. and Surveyor U. S. B. C.
Hon A. H. H. STUART,
Secretary of the Interior.

CAMP NEAR FORT DUNCAN,

Te:rns, October 30, 1852.
Sm: Enclosed is a copy of a letter received from J. R. Bnrtlett,
esq., United States commissioner, by which it will be seen he cannot
keep his engagement to meet me hei·e. H e does not state definitely
either_ t~e time or place of meeting; ,md judging of the future from the
past, 1t 1s nltogether uncertain if I meet the commissioner at all, or, at
any rate, for several months to come.
·
The dratt" he sent m are next to u ~eless, in this country; and if they
could be ca bed, arc wholly insufficient to sustain the work until I
meet 1r · Bartl tt. I e ti mate sent to Mr. Bartlett for the survey for
1 ·52 , was r.1or nm
·
ty thousand dollars. It was sent' in duplicate, and
th · Hon. ~~ ·crctary ,vill no doubt recollect that one copy was sent to
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the department, with the request that it might be forwarded to the
commissioner. He states he has not received it.
When it is recollected that I have been now one year on this work;
that during that whole time I h~ve been supplied with not one cent of
money, except on the small drafts drawn by me and subsequently protested; that I have carried on the work by a system of credits, promises,
and threats, the Hon. Secretary will appreciate my situation at this
juncture, when all the parties are assembling, to find that the person who
holds the purse-strings does not intend to come here, and the whole
community unwilling to touch the commission paper. I hope it will
excuse me for again making a requisition directly on the department
for funds, and referring to recommendations in my former despatches,
in order that some arrangements may be made to insure attention and
punctuality in the payment of the surveying parties. In connexion
with this subject I send also a communication from Lieutenant Whipple, in charge of an important work, informing me that the commissioner has declined to furnish him with money.
Notwithstanding all the. difficulties of the country, the hostilities of
· the Indians, and, above all, the continued money embarrassments, the
work has been faithfully done, so far; and no impediment stood in my
way to complete the field-work early next spring, until it received its
present check.
Should the Secretary see fit to answer my requisitions of this date, I
beg that twenty thousand dollars be sent me by Lieutenant Mich1er,
and that thirty thousand be placed to my credit in New Orleans.
An assistant surveyor on this work, with two sub-assistants, was left
by me to await the arrival of Lieutenant Whipple at El Paso; and
after performing certain duties, namely. the transfer of some property,
to report to me in person. On the 26th I received a communication
from the assistant, of which the enclosed is a copy-the italics also
being his. It will be seen that he has been diverted from the execution of my orders by the commissioner, and volunteers the reason
therefur. It is just to the government, and proper for me, to state that
the Indians are worse in Mexico than on the road through 'I'exas;
that two opportunities presented themselves ~y which he and his
party could have come to me in safety, to wit: · the train which left El
Paso September 1-(see letter of assistant John Lawson)-and the
train with the mail which left there October 10:
To avoid all future misunderstanding, I request that an order be issued
giving me exclusive c_o ntrol over my assistants.
I have also to call your attention to a paragraph in the regulations of
November 4, by which persons on this work are depriveJ of the per
diem allowance for personal expenses, except when on detached duty,
and request the same may be rescinded, and for this reason: detached
duty is understood to be employment out of the field. It is in its nature constructive duty, and liable to great abuses, and has been much
abused. To pay persons a per diem for this duty, and withhold it from
those in the field, where the expenses are greater, is to offer a direct
premium to those who wish to avoid the duties of the field for more
agreeable and often imaginary duties. I think the official records in
possession will show that, barring the laborers, where one ~m-p loye m
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the pay of the commission has been at work in the field, at least two
have been quartered in the towns, or travelling on journeys having no
tendency to forward the business of the commission .
. The regulation is particularly burdensome to the topographical engrneer officers on this work, who left the more regular and agreeable
duties of their own corps with the promise that they were to receive
this per diem. They are the most valuable assistants I have-indeed,
with the exception of those young men immediately about me, who
have been instructed, the only ones who have any knowledge of astronomy, and, as a consequence, of the higher branches of geodesy.
I have been waiting the arrival of the commissioner, hoping and believing he would reconsider his furmer recommendation, by which the
regulation was established, and unite with me in asking to have it rescinded.
I have the honor to be, with high regards, your obedient servant,

W. H. EMORY,
Bvt. Major U. S. A., Chief Astr. and Surveyor U. S. B. C.

Hon. A.H. H.

STUART,

Secretary

ef the

Interior.

SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS,

Novembtr 1, 1852.
DEAR

S.m : I arrived here last evening by st'.lge from Indianola; and

had it not been for an unavoidable delay at Galveston, owing to a
severe gale, I should have made a remarkable quick journey from
Washington to this place.
At Indianola I met Lieutenant Michler and Mr. Ingraham, of the commission: the former on his way to Washington, by order of Major
Emory, to get money to carry on the survey of the Rio Grande; ~he
latter directed by Major Emory to go to Fort Brown, in charge of mstruments, &c.
I explained to these gentlemen the situation of the commission affairs
at Washington, and handed them a copy of the Secretary's report to
the President, and at the same time ad vised Lieutenant Michler not to
incur the heavy expense of going to Washington, if his only object was
to procure money for the use of the commission, as there were no fonds
there. He had not determined what he should do when I left him.
I received a letter from my brother, dated El Paso, October 5, in
which he says he is compelled to change his route and come in by way
of Chihuahua, on account of not being able to get an escort; and the
Indians are known to be very hostile on this side of the river. He expects to meet Major Emory at Camargo: i( not, he will go to Eagle
Pass.
I shall leave for Eagle Pass, where Major Emory now is, as soon as
I can procure a conveyance, and shall get my escort at the L eona ;
from a(Tl ~a. s I hall probably go direct to Camargo .
1 P h '_and st re which I shipped to ·Port Lavaca have ar.T
n ed here ; I will ha e them on the road to Eagle Pass to-morrow.
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I notified you of my arrival at New Orleans, by telegraph, which I
presume you received.
Yours respectfully,
. '
GEO. F. BARTLETT.
GEORGE C. WHITING,

Esq.

RINGGOLD BARRACKS, OPPOSITE CAMARGO,

November 30, 1852.
Srn: The result of my previous communications to the department
admonishes me that it is probable no direct correspondence is expected
from me with the department; but the continued absence of the commissioner, in whom all power has been vested, and the desperate condition to which the working portion of this commission has been reduced,
in consequence of his absence, and the withdrawal of all authority from
me to act in the absence of the commissioner, makes it necessary that
I should keep you apprized of the state of things, that the Hon. Secretary may know where to fix the responsibility for what happens.
Un the 5th of this month, having received aid from a quarter not expected, 1 reorganized my parties and had left Eagle Pass for Loredo,
to resume the prosecution of the survey of the river, when J received
a note from Mr. G. F. Bart.lett, dated San Antonio, October 31, stating
he had despatches for me from the government. I immediately halted
my parties to await Mr. Bartlett's arrival, and it was not until the 11th
that he delivered to me your despatches dated October 15.
While awaiting his arrival, two mails came in from San Antonio,
bringing notifications from the persons who had undertaken to assist
us, withdrawing in peremptory terms the proffer of assistance, and I
was compelled to abandon on the spot my plans for resuming the work.
The instructions do not relieve me from the .dilemma. Had they contained nothing to the contrary, I should, as I have done for the last
year in the absence of the commissioner, have assumed, as a matter of
duty, the discretionary power which you have delegated to him, to go
on with the work or abandon it and come home; but the instructions
seem to contemplate the absence of the commissioner, and warn me·
that I am to take no decisive step, but await his arrival. I was, therefore, compelled to take the coune ldt: that was, to leave everytbing as
it stood, and seek an interview with the commissioner with all possible speed.
I have accordingly come to this place, opposite Camargo_, the point
indicated by the commissioner as that where he would most likely strike
the line. · I arrived here on the 24th, and hearing ncthing of the commissioner, advised Mr. G. F. Bartlett to send couriers . into Mexico to
search for him, which he has done.
I availed myself of the opportunity, in coming down, to stop at Loredo,
and mak~ observations at that place, to check the survey at that point;
an? to bnng down here all the instruments, to be· placed in depot at this
pomt, tbe head of steamboat navigation, where they are in position to
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be used, if the commissioner has the means to go on, or where, if the
work is stopped, they will be most convenient when it jg resumed.
In the mean time I have received notice of the arrival of Mr. Chandler's party at Eagle Pass, jn a state of destitution; and I have with
me many of the teamsters and other employ es of the commission, without the means or authority either to progress or to discharge them and
dispose of the property in their custody.
.
I deeply lament this condition of things, particularly as I had overcome all the great obstacles in the survey of the river, and brought it
to a stage where the possibility of completing it in the spring was very
reasonable.
it is but just t'J myself, and also to those who have labored so faithfolly and diligently, and exposed their lives so freely in the public service, to say that all this work has been accomplished without aid from
the commissioner, and without receiving any part of the munificent
sums voted by Congress; the money that has been expended having
been raised on drafts which were non-accepted and are still unpaid.
I hope these facts; and the for] om condition in which the men are
placed, will cause the Secretary to direct the remaining funds, whi.ch
I see by his letter to the commissioner are on hand, to be pai<l to those
men who have b een present and engaged in the survey, in preference
to all other claimants.
l beg also to call the honorable Secretary's attention to my previous
communications, recomrnenclincr a reorganization of this commission, by
which the disbursing agent of the commission for such portion of th_e
funds as are to be applied to the survey shall be placed under the direct orders of the astrono~ner and surveyor, who is bound to be always
present. Without this authority, experience has shown it to be wholly
impracticable for him to carry on his operations with economy and
justice to the government and to the employes.
Your obedient servant,
· W. H. EMORY.
Bvt. Major U. S. A., Cl1ief Astr. and Surveycr U. S. B. C.

Hon. A. H. H.

STUART,

Ser,rctury

ef the Interior. .

MEXICAN BouNDARY CoMMISSION,

Ringgold Barracks, Texas, D ecember 20, 1852.
Sm: I have the honor to announce to you my arrival at this place
a few hours since~ afLer a long and tedious journey from El Paso del
Norte of 73 days-23 of which we were detained by accidents in breaking our wagons. I was also compelled to avoid the direct route on
account of the large bands of ComanchE: Indians which infest it.
The party with me are all well. I left them at noon to-day, and
h8: t nc~ on to make arrangements for quarters, subsistence, &c. They
will arnv to-m rrow mornincr.
1 am unable to ay \.vhat course I shall take with the survey, not
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having yet seen Major Emory, that gentleman having left this morning,
to be absent until to-morrow.
The commandjng officer here being on the point of sending an express
to the coast, I avail myself of the opportunity to write a few lines to
announce my arrival and the receipt of your despatch of the 15th
October.
In great haste, I am your obedient servant,
JOHN R. BARTLETT,
Commissioner.

Hon.

H. H. STUART,
Secretary of the Interior, Wd.r;hington.
ALEX.

